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Introduction

1. Introduction®
Sara Ketisnar, Mich Levy, and Jesse Benjamin of the International JewisEidmist Network

The goal of this INF eBook is to show how Israeli settler colonialism and apartheid are served by
and depend on the environmental racism and destructiveness of the JeMasional Fund

(JNF). The struggle for home, land and justice by Palestinians is understood as inherently
connected to struggles around the world against historic and contemporary forms of
colonialism and racism, against militarism and war, and againsigfointerventions, including

in Southwest Asia/North Africa. Understanding the environmental racism practiced by the JNF
also helps us to see how the Palestinian struggle is integral to movements for environmental
justice and ecological sanity.

The International Jewish Anionist Network(IJAN) is honored to publish this volume of the

JNF eBook as we embark with other organizations on an internationally coordicateokaign

to Stop the JNFPublishing on the JNF, Israel and environmental racism is fitting work for IJAN

Fa Ly AYGSNYyradAzylrt ySGeg2N] 2F WSga oKz 02y O0S
uncompromising commitment to the interdependent struggles famfan emancipation. Our
O2YYAUYSyld Aa (2 GKS RAAYlIYyGfAYy3 2F LaNIStA |
YR GKS SyRAy3a 2F LAaAN}IStQa O2t2yAlldAzy 27
coordinates, urges and supports Jewish partitgra in local and international efforts to
challenge Zionism, Islamophobia and other racism, separatism and militarism, and works
towards a society premised on the economic, political, social, cultural and environmental rights

of all people, beginning witthose whose rights are most violated.

C2NJ LW bX (GKSNB Olyy2i0-LaR} 9652084y REAQ1I 020K #t
an aggressor actively violating the rights and safety of the other. Rather, we see what is
obvious: Palestine iscoupied and colonized. We oppose that occupation and colonization as

we oppose any occupation and colonization.

Because Zionist institutions, including the JNF, propagate that myth that all Jews are Zionists,
unless we pronounce otherwise, we lend legiicy to their endeavors by the mere fact of our

Jewish identities. They offer our Jewish histories of struggle for survival as justification for
institutionalized Jewish power over others. It is, in part, to defend these legacies of struggle

that our Palene solidarity workg and social justice work more broadiyincludes a challenge

to Zionist institutions, to the ideological foundations on which they are built, and to the very
NBFf AYLI OO GKSe& KIFI@gS 2y LIS2L) SQa RIFAfe& fA@Sa

Created in 19010 purchase land for a Jewish State in Palestihe, INF is most commonly

known for its centun2 f R OF YLI A3y G2 WLIXIFyd | GNBS Ay L.
0f22Y0Q /2y UNINE G2 GKS RSOSLIiA2Y LINRPL#® I+ GSR
trees are not planted in a barren desert empty of inhabitants that Jewish people have come to
populate and make flourish.ahds were, and still are, obtained from their Palestinian
inhabitants through exploitative land sales, forced removal or the Stagosition of other

apartheid policiesLy A0& aSY2NlyRdzy 2F ! aa20AF0A2y> (g2


http://www.ijsn.net/
http://www.stopthejnf.org/
http://www.stopthejnf.org/
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G X LJzNDOKI 882 | OljdzANBE 2y tSIasSs 2N Ay SEOKLIYyY
lands, forests, rights of possession, easements and amjasirights, as well as

AYY2@0fS LINPLISNIASE 2F lye Oflaax¥Tz2N GKS
flryR&a YR LINPLISNIASaAE ! NLAOES oo0l0v6 I yR
AYRANBOGEes (2 G4K2asS 2F WSgAaK NI OS 2NJ RSa

As the Pastinian refusal to succumb to colonial rule and expulsion perseveres, decade after
decade,intifada after intifada> A G &aKSR& dzyl 92ARI6fS fAIKG 2V
RSaSNI o6ft22YQ Ay | LXIOS (GKIG Aa FdAdte AYyKIFIOA

In the Jewish communitge where Zionism and Jewish identity became conflated, donating
money to the JNF became an integral part of Jewish life. The-pnadaced blue JNF collection
boxes were distributed as early as 1904. The JNF Blue Box became one of the most familiar
symbolsof Zionism and is taken to be the symbol of world Jewry's support for Israel. Trees were
planted in Palestine, and then in Israel, in honor of birthesr and bat mitzvahs marriages and
deaths. For many Jewish households and establishments, money cdlete not seen as a
donation, but as an investment; the JNF was understood to be contributing to théeiath of

Jews, and therefore it was only natural and right that Jews invested in it. Pride was taken in
these acts, reflected in the seemingly endlddd plaques imprinted with the names of those
who donate money and those in whose honor or memory the money is donated.

LYy KAa LASOST a¢NBS tflydAy3a a tSRF3I2IE&zE |
AYy@SaiGAy3a WSga Ay BNBYYAYY aadLlyK S| RIRANAAY20A LI 2
O2ft2yAlT A2y 2F tFfSaldAayS=ZzQ GKS WbC -Kionst LI | &S
SRdzOF A2y FNRdzy R GKS 42 NI R Xraisingi YedtiBl Q. &kgtioncaVvb C R
LINE Of F AYSRZ WHISARNB ¥aanRaE&yDdzi 6S NB Ffaz2 NI A
Y2NB AYLRZNIFYG GKFYy G2 NIXAasS FdzyRad®QGal: . Ffaly

Il OO2NRAY3I G2 (GKS WbCX aiUGKS R2ylFGA2Y Ay Al
means for the aawal of money for the Zionist movement. Donation of this sort

strengthened national consciousness, so one should consider this, not the

collection of funds, as the success of Zionist propaganda. This was so since the

main purpose of collecting donations@wa a2 GAYy 2WReldingtd S LISNE 2y ¢
bring the masses closer to ZioniénPropaganda and Zionist education: The

Jewish National Fund, 1924947

Many of the Jews across the world who are invested in the JNF activities of colonization do so
under false préenses. For those who come to realize this as a gross and deadly deception, it
inspires not only solidarity with Palestinians against the JNF, but also a corollary: Jewish claims
against the JNF. And halting the JNF becomes not only a moral obligatioa face of the

destruction of Palestinian life, livelihood, history, culture, agriculture and environment, but also

Fy OG0 2F NBLIWzZRAFGAY3I 2ySQa 26y | aadzYSR 2N AY



Introduction

The devastation the JNF is engaged in through the attoun of land has implications for the
millions of people who lived there, and for the land itself. Far from the JNF claim of concern for
the environment, the State of Israel and the JNF set out to destroy the way of life and
indigenous habitat of the Padtinian people who in many cases have lived there for thousands
of years. The JNF partners with the State of Israel in destroying villages, bulldozing agricultural
land, uprooting olive treeg some of which are hundreds of years @lénd stealing land ith

water sources that have served Palestinian communities for hundreds and in some cases
thousands of years.

By the time of thefounding of the State of Israel in 1948, approximately wivds of the

Palestinian population had been forcibly removed fraimeir landP Ly KSNJ LA SOS
DNBSYy gl AaKZ¢é¢ WIdzZRAGK 5SdziaOK RSAONAROGSE GKS NBf I
in acquiring and maintaining land for Jewashly ownership and use. She explains that national

and international agreements thatrohibited confiscation were evaded by putting property

within Israel into the hands of the Israel Lands Authority (ILA) and ofstada organizations

like the JNF.

GLY MdcmMI WbC Fdzy OliAzya SELIYRSR & WXAG ¢
oflst St Qa F2NBadaz INIYGESR GKS LINAGAf S3ISa 27
while preserving its ability to operate as a charitable organization around the

G2NI R 6. FfalYX LI mMon0u®Q WbhC 3INBSysglak 02y
itselfessentidl @ +a 'y SY@ANRYYSy({lf bDh®¢

Through the JNF, Israel is able to outsource apartheid. Today, the JNF owns approximately 13%
of the land in Israel. The JNF also has almost half the seats on the ILA Council which itself
controls an additional 80% of the larmhse. Though it participates in the functioning of the
state, as a nomgovernmental organization the JNF can explicitly discriminate in ways that the
State of Israel goes to great lengths to cover up. To this day the JNF publicly defends its
discriminatol constitution, policies and practice, as witnessed in its response to a petition filed
against it with the Supreme Court of Israel in 2004

G¢KS WbC A& y2i GKS GNMzAGSS 2F (GKS 3ISYSNIf
the Jewish people in the Bipora and in the state of Israel... The JNF, in relation

to being an owner of land, is not a public body that works for the benefit of all

citizens of the state. The loyalty of the JNF is given to the Jewish people and only

to them is the JNF obligated. @WNF, as the owner of the JNF land, does not

KIF@dS | Rdzié G2 LN} OGAOS Sl dzl (Décentber (12 6 NR A
2004)

Its founding mission and current constitution explicitly state its colonial purpose: the acquiring
of the land and propertyf indigenous Palestinians held in reserve for exclusive settlement and
use by Jewdn addition to its role in the settlement and colonizing of Palestine, discriminatory
practices and funding of presedfy colonies, the JNF plants pine trees and buitiests,

parks and recreational facilities on the ruins of hundreds of destroyed and depopulated
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Palestinian villages. These forestation projects serve two purposes: to hide the ethnic cleansing
of those Palestinians whose home it was, and to prevent Ralass from returning to their
homes.

This greenwashing, the use of greenery to camouflage evidence of violent displacement and“
RSAGNHZOGA2YyE A& RSAONAOSR ATfe CarghalaMlffirefisAbériing a | E
-ff AffdzZAA2YyAa AYy LAaANI St o¢

"The pine trees themselves were instruments of concealment, strategically

planted by the Jewish National Fund (JNF) on the sites of the hundreds of

Palestinian villages the Zionist militias evacuated and destroyed in 1948. With

forests sprouting up where tovanonce stood, those who had been expelled

would have nothing to come back to. Meanwhile, to outsiders beholding the

strangely Alpine landscape of northern Israel for the first time, it seemed as

though the Palestinians had never existed. And that was gx#oe impression

the JNF intended to create. The practice that David Ben Gurion and other
LINEYAYSY(d w%Az2yAriaita NBFSNNBR (G2 a AaNBRSSYA
form of greenwashing."

These practices are still underway today. By erasing theesrawf the ethnic cleansing of
Palestine, the JNF greenwashes the history of the colonial settlement of Palestine and covers up
its ongoing displacement of Palestinians. Astonishingly,planting forests to hide this
destruction,the JNF has managed to \dahe tree itself as a weapon of destruction.

Another deception of the JNF is its claim to be an environmental organization. The JNF is not

dzy AljdzS Ay FGGSYLGAYy3I G2 LI aa AdaStT 2FF & a:
non-profit corporaion, uses this selippointed label to mask its true economic and political

32 fad 9dz2NA3I { OF yRNBGU RSaONAROSa (KAA AY KAA

GX GKS SYy@ANRBYYSyYyidlf Y2@0SYSyd Aa i Nrail 2
here to the infiltration of environmental activist groups by police and other

security agentg; that is clearly widespread. But the infiltration is from groups

who wish to pass themselves off as environmentalists when in fact their

objectives are contrary to # values of environmentalism. Their
environmentalism is a mask, behind which is the objective of ethnic cleansing,
O2ft2yAlf 200dzLd A2y YR O2YLX AOAGE& Ay NI OA
GAOK GKS WSgAAK Dbl A2yl f CdzyRdéE

In addition to the harm ihas caused and causes to Palestinian people and their ways of life, the
JNF has inflicted and continues to inflict grave harm on the natural environment in Paléstine.
manner of planting, by its use of hazardous chemicals and by planting trees thabtamative

to the land, has been disastrous. Over time, extensive planting of pine trees by the JNF has
killed off much of the native habitat and is implicated in massive forest fves. Bluthenthal
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describes the environmentally destructive role of tieRLIt | Y 1 SR LAY Sa Ay f I &
Northern Israel that killed 42 people.

"The JNF planted hundreds of thousands of trees over freshly destroyed

Palestinian villages like-@lira, helping to establish the Carmel National Park. An

area on the south spe of Mount Carmel so closely resembled the landscape of

GKS {goAraa !fLA GKIFIG AG 6l a yAOlYy+ YSR a[ Al
indigenous trees of the JNF were poorly suited to the environment in Palestine.

Most of the saplings the JNF plants atsige near Jerusalem simply do not

survive, and require frequent replanting. Elsewhere, needles from the pine trees

have killed native plant species and wreaked havoc on the ecosystem. And as we

KIS aSSy gAGK GKS [ I NX¥STt etihdef iRtReAddS = (G KS Wi
heat."

la RSAaONAROGSR Ay ! DOnhib ¥nd Réobdiag baked Huledh INE'S colonial
RSaA3Iya Ay Ay RIS yukdzdne bflthd RidsCegredidds Bxamples of the role
of the IJNF in environmental destruction. 1850, the JNF drained Lake Hula in the interest of
agricultural development. Once rich with diverse animal and plant life, today the area is a
barren desert devoid of life. Draining the lake not only resulted in the destruction of an entire
eco-system; itlater proved problematic for agricultural development as well.

While there are many examples of corporate activities and development efforts that play
similar roles in the destruction of indigenous ways of life and of the natural environment, none
comparein the distance between pretense and reality. The JNF is a corporation that secures
properties for exclusive use by Jewish people in an apartheid state in which Jews are given
rights and powers over and at the expense of Palestinians. Explicit in it€avatitution and
defended in its public statements and materials, the JNF is an organization whose racist land
policy, backed by the Israeli occupation of Palestine, has the power of life and death over those
who for centuries have lived by working theant.

Yet the JNF enjoys charitable status in over 50 countries.

This eBook is in support of an internationally coordinatachpaign to Stop the JNF

The campaign seeks to stop the activities of the JewishoNat Fund through popular, legal,
legislative and international diplomatic mechanisms. The JNF is an institution that plays a
central role in promoting and implementing the colonial and apartheid policies and practices of
the State of Israel. As such, tlampaign applieshe call from Palestinian civil society for
boycott, divestment and sanctions against Isit@ethis institution. We propose applying BDS in
the following ways:

1) Boycott the JNF by:
9 protestingJNF activities and events
T Faa20ArtdAy3a KS WbC gAGK LaN)}StQa LIftAOASaA


http://www.stopthejnf.org/
http://www.bdsmovement.net/
http://www.bdsmovement.net/
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exposing public figures who lend support to the JNF

refusing participation in JNF activities

refusing JNF patrticipation in social and environmental justice movementtasj and
ending and refusing partnerships with the JNF;

= =4 -4 -4

2) Divest donors, foundations, corporations and states from making monetary contributions to
the JNF; and

3) Sanction the JNF through revoking its charity status, excluding the JNF from participation i
processes, meetings and institutions of international diplomacy, human rights and law, and
applying fines and seizing its assets towards reparations.

These actions are intended to expose, isolate and ultimately dismantle the Jewish National
Fund. They2y QG FY2dzyd G2 F+ RSYFYR FT2NJ 6KS WbcC (2 N
GKAOK ¢S OFly OFftf 2y G2 aGaOKIy3aS AdGa gleadeg | a
of settler colonialism that was founded with precisely this intention. Azrasticolonial, anti

apartheid and abolition movements, the goal is to dismantle institutions of racism and
colonialism, not reform them.

When the US slave states were defeated and slavery was abolished, the auction blocks were
not reformed, they were smantled. In ending South African apartheid, tR®pulation
Registration Act and the Group Areas Act were not reformed, they were dismantled. In the anti
colonial movements of the last century, colonial administrations were not reformed, they were
dismanted.

Ending Israeli apartheid and settler colonialism requires that the institutions that administer
both be dismantled. Therefore, the Jewish National Fund is a critical pillar to topple in the
movement for justice in Palestine. Moreover, as a vestijeadonialism, it is an organization

that demands the attention of antiacist and antcolonial movements across the globe. And, as
the JNF claims environmentalism in order to disguise the displacement of Palestinians, theft of
Palestinian land, and theegtruction of Palestinian ways of life, including sustaining life through
appropriate land use, movements for environmental and ecological justice as well as for
indigenous land rights and selétermination share with Palestinians an interest in dismangtli

the JNF.

As Scandratt concludes:

GOYDANRYYSyYyGlrfAalda SOSNEBGKSNBE akKz2dzZ R NBO2
environmental organisation. It is a racist vehicle of colonial exploitation of the

environment of the Palestinian people. Its objective is thgadssession from

non-Jews of land and other resources, and their appropriation by Jews, who are

regarded as a superior race.
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G, St GKS WbC O2yidAydzSa G2 LINRPY2GS AdGa WS

summits and international conferences. It is time the2 NI RQ&4 Sy JANBY Y Sy
Y20SYSyG SELIRaASR GKS WbC F2NJ gKIFIaG Ad Aadaoé

Ly {OFYyRNIGGQa FINIAOEtST KS 2dzif AySa &aLISOATA
organizations can take to expose the JNF and isolate and exclude it from the environmental
justice moement. As Deutsch points to in the conclusion of her piece, the United States,
Canada and Europe share more than current economic and political interests with the State of
Israel; they share histories and justifications of settler colonialism. She deScribé KS Wb C Q:
Toronto Twinning Program in which the JNF planted a tree in local Downsview Park for every
GNBS Al LIXFYGSR Ay GKS | I G§AN C2 NBRelatihBbresti KS & 2
protrudes into the West Bank, causes serious and araple damage to the ecosystem and
1SSLJA . SR2dAy LIS2LX S 2dziz NBAYF2NOAy3I Yelikzt
{AYAT I NI @I ¢2NRYy(2Qa 5206yadASs tIN] arda 2y dz

As the text of a solidarity speech givby CoyaVhite HatArtichoker, member of the Rosebud
Sioux Tribe, demonstratesfforts to confront the JNF have much to learn from the struggles of
indigenous people to survive, claim sovereignty and reclaim land in the face of long histories of
colonidism and the brutal acceleration of the destruction of peoples, cultures and the natural
environment by capitalism. Likewise, as we challenge the JNF and organize in solidarity with the
Palestinian liberation struggle, we are obligated to confront thedrniss of colonialism and the

role of our own societies in this irrevocable destruction.

War and occupation destroy both the lives and cultures of those who live there and the history
in which those lives are lived. In Iraqg, one of the oldest civilizatmmthe planet, much of the

gift of our collective history has been destroyed by war. In Palestine, scores ofy2a66ld

cities and historical sites lie buried under 3N&nted forests and parks.

The depth and extent of the destruction caused raigbe question of what it means to
decolonize a place and reconstitute its land. What has been lost is gone. Uprooted theusand
yearold olive trees cannot be replaced. Water sources have been emptied, depleted or
contaminated. Entire ecosystems have beasstloyed. And the societies and daily lives that
depended on these resources have, to varying degrees, been dismantled. But, as is known by so
many peoples the world over, it is upon the remnants of history, memory, and other
inheritances that we rely inrder to become who we are as individuals, communities and
societies. And it is in the repair and maintenance of what remains that together we determine
what will be planted in its wake.

The work to stop and dismantle that which destroys, violates amdhias joined by the work

to repair and build. Maintaining, rebuilding and replanting land, home and culture are daily acts
of resistance in Palestine. In addition to our efforts to stop the destructiveness of the JNF and
the State of Israel, there is agponsibility to invest in and support this rebuilding. The Stop the
Wb C O YRlanta-Hef Qi Palestine projeds one small example of the much larger
investment needed.



http://www.mecaforpeace.org/project/plant-tree-palestine
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The pwer of an international effort to stop an organization like the JNF lies in the relationships
it can build between our various and distinct struggles to survive, live in dignity, preserve our
histories and cultures, and sustain life on this planet. Theiooed existence and toleration of
organizations like the JNF are counterproductive to these ends. Therefore, the collective aim of
defeating the JNF is a victory for our shared humanity and the sustainability of what matters
most to our collective welbeing. This volume of the JNF eBook series embraces the goals
shared by millions in movements for liberation as well as for environmental and ecological
justice.

The collection opens with three different lenses through which the role of the JNF is afitique

yet that share a common conclusion: the JNF should have no place in environmental
Y2O3SYSyGa O2YYAGGSR G2 TFdzyRIFIYSydlFf FNIYSg2N] a
[ SGOGSNI (12 GKS 9y @BANRYYSyYyillf az2@SYSylsEussiorl 1 Sa
in the broadest terms for our readers. Judith Deutsch then closely analyzes the rhetoric and
structures of JNF activities and propaganda worldwide, providing critical details and references

for deeper investigation. David Schwartzman argues thatpaths to global climate security

run through Gaza, because this is the nexus ofdigli military industrial power, and only in
addressing global imperial dynamics can aatist, antiimperialist environmental social justice

prevail.

Journalist Ma Blumenthal takes us from the specificity of the Carmel wildfires, which mimic
those of the artificial suburban/industrial built environment in California, through an artist
colony founded on ethnic cleansing and segregation, back to the institutiontd edatructural
state-sponsored and engineered apartheid, culminating in the dispossession of whole
communities in the Nagab or Negev Desert. Salman&ita, leading scholar of the history and
politics of Bedouin communities in Israel, then providesiradepth study of land ownership

[and alienation] in Beer Sheba. As the center of the Naqgab region of occupied Palestine, this
study is of wide importance, and provides necessary data, illustrations and details that will
prove useful to activists, scholaaad legal advocates alike.

Jesse Benjamin and Corey Balsam both make linkages between racism, settler colonialism,
whiteness, and JNF policies and practices. The scientific racism that underscores the
colonizations of Palestine and all other occupied gles, also lies at the root of modern
constructions of the environment, and it is only in decolonizing our environmental and social
justice movements that successful meftsue solidarities can grow. Following directly from

. FfalkyYQa RA & O dutgdPkodrgims BefwedlT @ontd, £angda and Canada Park in
GKS 2Sad .Fyl1Z LAYFAT %I &A Rvas, WB a2 @aitiNabgm 2 F
1967 brings this case powerfully to light with the testimony of a dissenting Israel soldier and the
incontrovertible evidence of photographic proof. Likewise, Akram Salhab deconstructs the
occupation, maldevelopment and ecological destruction of the Huleh Valley and of Lake Hula, a
guintessential case of the colonial conquest of nature to the ongoing detrimieloical peoples

and the world as a whole.
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Then we hear the words of Coya White Hatichoker, who makes tangible links between the
struggles of Palestinian peoples and First Nations peoples everywhere. At this moment of
burgeoning BDS solidarity acrdks world, and growing pushback as the forces of Zionism start

to feel their bite, these connections are more vital than ever. So too are tangible courses of
action, of which we offer three here: the Stop the JNF Campaign, the Plant a Tree in Palestine
Project, and the Call for Papers for INF eBook Volume 5. The final chapter comes in the form of
a philosophicaAfterward by Joel Kovel, pulling several threads from the volume together and
ruminating on issues of redemption, from the realms of the spiritizalthe political and
environmental/ecological.

Following the Afterward, is a Correspondence Section comprised of supplements to the
preceding essays that can serve as tools for the movement. We hope these essays and
documents prove useful to you, that wowill share them widely, and that you will share
critiques and additional information with us as we continue this work in the coming months and
years.

Lastly, a brief note on style. The language throughout moves between Arabic and Hebrew
names and pronuaiations, reflective of the conflicted and occupied nature of the spaces in
guestion. No effort was made to regularize this complexity, either within essays or between
authors. Similarly, measurements appear in hectares, dunums, and acres, and dating
conventions also shift between US, Canadian, British and Palestinian conventions. We did try to
utilize US English spellings, rather than the British, but this may not be entirely uniform.
Further, the facts themselves appear fluid at times, reflecting theitestation on ground. For
example, exact numbers of Bedouin in the Negev are hard to ascertain, given the illegal status
they hold, and therefore range in estimates between 120,000 and 190,000. No proper
estimates of trees uprooted by the JNF are yet add; this remains a task for us to complete.
Again, we hope you will join our conversation here with testimonies, facts and perspectives of
your own, either in correspondence, contributions to forthcoming JNF eBooks, or other
interventions within the movment.

Toward justice,

Sara Kershnar, Mich Levy, and Jesse Benjamin
The International Jewish Arfiionist Network

! Special thanks to Selma James for her close and thoughtful reading of this text in an earlier iteration.

2Yoram BaiGal,Propaganda and Zionist Education: The Jewish National Fund; 1®P4(Rochester, N.Y.:
University of Rochester Pres%)03),11.

% See Salmon Abu Sitta fattp://www.plands.org/speechs/016.html
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SINCE 1967 ISRAELI AUTHORITIES HAVE UPROOTED 800,000 $12,3MILLION LOST INCOME EACH YEAR TO 80,000 PALESTINIAN
PALESTINIAN OLIVE TREES, EQUAL TO 33 CENTRAL PARKS. FAMILIES WHO RELY ECONOMICALLY ON THE OLIVEHARVEST.

800,000 33x $12.3M 80,000

TREESUPROOTED CENTRAL PARK ANNUAL LOSS ' FAMILIES AFFECTED
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24,000 trees in Comtral Park

Credit: Visualizing Palestihétp://visualizingpalestine.org/
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Open Letter to the Environmental Movement

2. Open Letter to the Bvironmental Movement
Eurig Scandrett

2.1 The Environmental Movement

The environmental movement is one of the most successful social movements in the 21
century. In the 50 years since Rachel Carson published her iconic ®itet Spring
environmental conerns have moved from the marginal fringes to the mainstream of social
policy in most countries throughout the world. The impact which our everyday lives have on the
environment is widely acknowledged. While major real achievements in the wider world have
yet to be achieved (stopping climate change; turning around biodiversity loss; a moratorium on
nuclear power; food security without chemical or genetic pollution), nonetheless, as a social
movement it has made a bigger impact on the consciousness of poékers and the public
alike than most other social movements of the same period.

With this success it is perhaps not surprising that the environmental movement is at risk of
being infiltrated. | am not referring here to the infiltration of environmenaakivist groups by
police and other security agentsthat is clearly widespread. But the infiltration is from groups
who wish to pass themselves off as environmentalists when in fact their objectives are contrary
to the values of environmentalism. Theingronmentalism is a mask, behind which is the
objective of ethnic cleansing, colonial occupation and complicity in racist massacres.

This is what is happening with the Jewish National Fund.

The Jewish National Fund (JNF) claims to be an environmefital gfA T | G A2y ® ah SN {
years, the JNF has evolved into a global environmental leader by planting 250 million trees,
building over 210 reservoirs and dams, developing over 250,000 acres of land, creating more

than 1,000 parks, providing the infrastiture for over 1,000 communities, bringing life to the
bS3aS® 5SaSNI FyR SRdz2OFiGAy3 addRSyida | NBdzyR (K
is registered for charitable or tax benefit status in many countries across the world.

The JNF owns and mages land in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories, on which it

plants trees, creates reservoirs and landscape features, and establishes parks and nature
reserves. But these activities are a cover for the real purpose of the JNF, which is the
colonization and ethnic cleansing of Palestine: the dispossession of land from Palestinian
people for the sole use of Jewish colonizers. Since its establishment, in 1901, by the World
Zionist Association, the JNF has obtained land in Palestine for the Zianistse of ensuring

OKFG tFHESAGAYAlLY fFYR A& YFERS FT@FIATIIO0ES F2NI W
2T GKS WSgAAaK LIS2LX SQd LG KFa NIXAaSR Yz2zySe GK
its constitution as a body, plus its kEgstatus in Israel, is to make land available only to Jews.

The mechanisms by which the JNF has obtained land have var@dmercially, legally, extra

legally, violently and even as the result of war crigemd are well documented.
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For example, athe end of the British Mandate, when the state of Israel was declared in May
Mpny I Ald ola | O02YLIYASR 6& 2NRSNA FT2N GKS %A
Palestinian villages between Tel Aviv and Haifa, including Ayn Hawd on the wasigea of

Mount Carmel. The village resisted but succumbed in July that year and its residents forcibly
expelled. The buildings were retained and the village renamed Ein Hod and occupied by Jewish
FNOIA&GGE FNRY 9dzNRBLIS ¢KSYyOS YRY IGIOHKS Wb CIQNT Al
Carmel hillS.

During the war that established the state of Israel in Palestine, hundreds of villages were
forcibly depopulated and most destroyed, their inhabitagtsome three quarters of a million

in total ¢ forced intoexile. On many of these demolished villages, parks were established and
GNBS&a LXIFIYyGiSR o0& GKS WbC Ay 2NRSNJI (2 LINBGSyi
FAYSR Fd . NAGAAK WSga Ay wmonnI GKS 2NBFYATL
20KSNBAAS adadGlotS F2N OdzA GAGFGA2y T (GRdza LI OA

hyS &dzOK F2NBad LIN] SadrofAadaKSR 6A0GK FdzyRa 7
Hebron Hills, in the center of which is now a scattered pileubble, the remains of the village

of Ajjur. Prior to 1948 the village was home to 3730 people who were expelled during a series

of military attacks between July and October 1948, and the miktagupied land subsequently

made available to the JNF. Witme exception, the buildings were demolished and the new,
WSgAaK aSGdfSYSyd 2F W! 3dzNJ 6dzAtd ySI Nbeod

When Israel expanded its territory in the 1967 war, more Palestinian villages and land were
expropriated and the JNF again was used to prevent the inhakitant NB (0 dzNy @ ¢ KS NBE
WLYgla AYy GKS 2S8ad .Fy1Z a2YS uwn 1Y FTNBY WSN
military expansion and occupation, and their homes, shops, mosques, church, cafes and
graveyards bulldozed and dynamited. Trees were pla@ed SN G0 KS NBYyl yia G2
tF NJ] Qo

Palestinian houses and villages were thus sold to Jewish immigrants or else destroyed in order
to establish Jewisbnly settlements or to plant trees. This isthe®d ft { SR WSY JANRY Y S
of the JNF.

2.2 ValuingNature ¢ Devaluing People?

At the core of the claims of environmentalism lies the value of nature. Drawing on the
romantics, the environmental pioneers of the™.and early 28 centuries such as John Muir,
Gifford Pinchot and Aldo Leopold emphasized heitt various ways that the natural world
should be valued, for Pinchot, forests should be valued as a manageable resource for human
productivity, for Muir an intrinsic value of spiritual uplift to those who would spend time
immersed in the wilderness, fdreopold, a new ethic derived from the land and its ecology. The
modern environmental movement, which emerged from the 1960s, put the revaluation of the
natural world more strongly into policy, as nongovernmental organizations proliferated and the
challengs of environmentalism reached the United Natidns.

12
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Despite its positive revaluation of nature, environmentalism has had a murky underbelly. There

has often been a strand of radicalized misanthropy in environmentalism. Some versions of
agrarian romanticisn resonated with exclusivist nationalism, which has tempted some
SYGANRYYSyYyGl ftAaia G2 6 NRathusthad eénRa rdgylaRr favareA £ Q b
amongst some environmentalists in the capitalist west. His warnings in tfleca8tury that

population growth would outstrip food production and lead to famine and disease might have
O2y iUl AYSR | O2yOSNYy (2 LINROGSOGO Ittt 2F KdzYl yAl
interpretation of many of his more recent followers, led in fact to a concerprtatect the

privilege of rich countries and classes, and to constrain and control the toiling poor both within

rich countries and across the world.

Adding to Malthus some ideas from the modern science of ecology, some environmentalists

have proposed thathere is a human carrying capacity, and human population growth must be
constrainedgA ¥ y 203 S02t23A0Fffte (GKSy LI fcKdedha@lic f &3 0
prevent ecological disastéra dzA N& ARSIf 2F (KS oA hkdatiFr Saa o
Americans who had populated it for thousands of years. Deep ecologists and Gaianists have
attempted to humble human beings before the ecological systems of which we are part, and
some have taken that to the extremes of valuing ecology to thetpafimlevaluing human life

and welfare. A oncéamous cartoon had a sid&oking anthropomorphic earth suffering from

Fy WEGAOFO1 2F GKS KdzYkyaszQ ¢gKAOK LINBadzylofe A
wherever human life is devalued, intentialty or not, it is the people whose lives are already
devaluedc through poverty, oppression, racial supremacy and patriarchilgo suffer the most.

But while a strand of racialised (and gendered) misanthropy has always existed within
environmentalism, ithas largely been a result of the distortion that comes from revaluing
nature. Seeking appropriate humility beside nature has often reinforced the humiliation of
some people. In the struggle to reassess how human societies had devalued the environments
in which they lived, the devalued humans within these societies were not only overlooked, but
their oppression was reinforced. Inexcusable though this has been, it has rarely been the case
that the environmental cause has deliberately been employed for the gorpose of devaluing
people.

2.3 Environmentalism and Social Justice

The environmental movement has done some soul searching over how its understanding of the
environment has historically distorted its evaluation of unequal human society. Much of this
reassessment has been due to environmental justice movements, which towards the end of the
20" century emerged into public discourse and challenged their fellow environmentalists to
look at the racial and social implications of their clafhis.the USA, Aftan Americans and
Latinos drew attention to the fact that it was they who were disproportionately affected by
industrial pollution, toxic waste and agrochemical poisons, while the middle class whites were
busy saving whales and rainforests. Activists @asgtarchers from Africa, India, South East Asia
FYR [FOAY ! YSNAOI ONRdAK(I G2 GKS g2NIXRQa 4GS
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workers and peasants, of indigenous peoples, struggles against the commercial operations of
the rich countries ortheir colonial, postolonial or client governments. The environmental
movement began to recognize that environmental damage follows social gradgethe
poorest and oppressed receive the worst environmental costs while the benefits are claimed by
the powerful®

Today, most environmental organizations and campaigners embrace social justice in some form

or other. The international environmental organization WWF, founded in 1961 as the World
Wildlife Fund for the purposes of conserving wild animals anidrabhabitats, have developed

I LIKAf232LKe& Y2NB O2yaraidSyd éAGK &a20Alft 2dza
[ecosystem] decline since they are most directly reliant on ecosystem services for their well
0SAY3IAX 5FYIF3IAS G2 (K& alagkddh deRnywateryaadtland suitatdeSfdr

farming or growing food, leads to more hunger, illness, poverty and reduced opportunities to

make a living. Poorer people are also less resilient to natural or manmade disasters, including
climate change. QGdlict over natural resources threatens their development... Looking after

VI GdzNI £ NBaz2dzNDOS& YI 1858 L#F2NBN O2YYdzyAiASa Yz

Greenpeace, whose tactics of nonviolent confrontation has earned it the highest profile of the
mainstream internationaSy A NPy YSy Gt bDhasx OflAYa O2NB g
reflect our fundamental respect for democratic principles and to seek solutions that will
LINEY23GS 3t 20 MDNBSPALIST OSj dv (i @ ®WBdzSa GKI G aD2@SN
the world must ensure that the Earth's finite resources are shared fairly, so people have what
GKSe ySSR (2%t A0S LISI OSTdzA f & d¢

The newer direct action environmental groups are also aware of the social justice implications

of environmentalism. The annual Camp fdm@te Action which started in the UK in 2006
FANBSR G2 a0l 1S NBaLRyarAoAtAde F2NJ | gSNIAy3
action against its root causes and to develop our own truly sustainable and socially just
solutions. We must act toglkeer and in solidarity with all affected communitiesworkers,

farmers, indigenous peoples and many otheksy’ . NA Gl Ay | YR &K NER dzaK 2 dzi

Most explicitly amongst the big environmental NGOs, Friends of the Earth is committed to
GSYOBANRYRS¥FZOAIl fl y2dza G AOST KdzYly RAIYyAGES YR
NAIKGEa a2 a (G2 aSOdz2NBE adadlAylrofS a20ASGASaod
GhdzNJ GA&aA2Yy Aa 2F | LIS OSTFdA |yR &addzadlAylofS
nature. We envision a society of intependent people living in dignity, wholeness and
Fdzf FAE € YSYyd Ay 6KAOK SldzAide FyR KdzYlty |yR LIS;
odzA f G dzLl2y LIS2L) SaQ a2@gSNBAIyGe FyR LI NIAOAL
gender and environmeal justice and free from all forms of domination and exploitation, such

as neoliberalism, corporate globalization, R@®2 f 2y Al t AdY Y yR YAt AGENR &Y

Disagreements amongst environmentalists contingebetween deep ecologists and eco
technologists, refornsts and direct activists, environmental justice activists and nature

14



Open Letter to the Environmental Movement

conservationists. But the major battles over social justice are largely a thing of the past. While it
may be interpreted in different ways (and debates about this must continue), few
envronmentalists would challenge the assertion that environmentalism must embrace social
justice.

2.4 Environmental Justice

The study of environmental justice, the environmentalism of the poor, and political ecology has
enabled scholars and activists to analyzeat was going on. Environments are resources for
human societies; material and symbolic, at once natural and artificial, our understanding of
them always socially constructed. As resources, environments and the values that are attached
to them are distibuted within societies in similar ways to other resources. Just as material
wealth, and the dignity of human beings is maldistributed in society along racial, gender and
other socially stratified lines, so also is the environment.

Environmental justicesi now recognized as what unites struggles of African American
communities fighting toxic dumps, Indian tribal people resisting the dispossession of their land
for mineral extraction, workers organizing in trades unions to workplaces free from hazards, the
populations of African countries used as a dumping ground for waste from the West and the
postindustrial poor in Britain campaigning against fuel poverty. A less well recognized
environmental justice struggle is that of Palestinians demanding the rigtgtton to the land

from which they were driven out by Zionist colonizatiQf which the Jewish National Fund
has played, and continues to play, an intrinsic part.

How is environmental injustice to be understood? David Schlo$beag suggested that thUS
environmental justice movement demonstrates an integration of demands for two distinct
F2NX¥a 2F 2dza0A0OSY NBRAAUGUNROGAzIA2Y YR NBO23yAl
that the environment be understood from the perspective of Africaneficans, Latinos, Native
Americans and other racialized minorities, they have challenged the Big 10 US environmental
NGOs on the grounds of their racially exclusive focus on wilderness, nature and resource
conservation. Affording equal dignity to diversgperiences of environment the urban, the
agricultural, the sacred, the workplaganeans that the distribution of environmental costs and

benefits must be subject to democratic negotiation between groups whose dignity, status and
knowledge is recognizezfjually.

By this understanding, the JNF is a clear perpetrator of environmental injustice. By promoting a
Jewish conception of environment which is European, afforested, recreational, and
universalizedg the JNF excludes the Arab environment, denyiisgvalidity or dignity. The
destruction of Arabic architecture, agriculture, landscape and its forcible replacement with
WWSGAAKQ SYZANBYYSYy(da Aa AYGNAYyaArAO G2 | %AZ2YyA

Juan Martinez Aliéf has analyzed strugeg for environmental justice in his terminology,

environmentalism of the poog as an incommensurable valuation in ecological conflicts. How
we value the environment is a question at the core of environmentalism. When the language of
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valuation of the mospowerful is imposed on the less powerful, the incommensurability often
results in resistance and social struggle. In most cases, the language of valuation of the
powerful is that of money, the commaodification of the environment on terms favorable to the
corporation, the state or the developer. In Palestine, the language of valuation is racial, based
on the assertion of superiority of Jews over Arabs, Bedouins andEnoopeans.

902t 23A0It al NEAAGA adzOK | & WI YS& nvirénméntdly 2 NJ |y
injustice as resulting from capitalist expansionFor David Harvey, this leads to the
dispossession of resources from disempowered peoples through their appropriation by

L2 6 SNF dzf O2NLIR2 NI 4GS St AdSa | yR nirKiBeAeNdrohniehtA S& A )
constitutes the conditions of production which capitalism both exploits and depends upon,
leading to increased pressure on exploited groups and creating a division amongst the polluted.
Colonialism and neoolonialism have been agentsr dispossession and shifting conflicts, so

that colonized countries become the source of resources and the dumping site for waste as well

as cheap labor for the colonizer. Capitalist Israel expropriates materials from, and pollutes
Palestine, and is cainly dumping on its own poor; but the dispossession of Palestinian land
undclasrscores all of these processesvhich have been made possible through the work of the

JNF.

25 ¢KS WOY@GANRYYSyYyldlfAaYyQ 2F (GKS wbcC

The Jewish National Fund claims to be environmietit@lants trees. In some places the trees it
plants are indigenous to the Levant or the Mediterranean, which undoubtedly improves
biodiversity. In other places it plants trees that are not only alien but ecologically destractive
such as the fast growg but waterhungry Eucalyptus in the Nagab desert. All trees fix carbon
dioxide and therefore contribute in some small way to efforts to tackle climate change. On that
basis, the JNF attends global summits on sustainable development and climate change,
masquerading as an environmental NGO, presenting fringe meetings on tree planting in the
desert. How climate change is tackled is as important as that it is tackled. Addressing climate
change through ethnic cleansing is not an environmentally justifiabléipos

LYRSSRX (GKS wbcCcQa O2YYAUGYSyd G2 SO02t23A0Ff |
2dzRISR Ay GSN¥Ya 2F AGa SYLX 28YSyid 2F &ALISOALI T A
the lack of scientific expertise in the JNF. Rinaenefto the complaints of retired forest
a0ASydiAald tNPF¥Saa2NI DIFoA {OKAffSNI GKIFEG adKS w
does not employ experts with the relevant knowledge. [Schiller] also accuses the fund of being

far more interested inJdzo £ A O NBf F GA2y & F2NJ K8 LidzN1LJ2asS 27

Ly FIFO0O0d GKS WSY@ANRYYSyGlrtAayQ 2F G4KS WwWbC yS
utilizing the symbolic value of trees and forests for the purposes of Zionist propaganda.-As Bar
GalnoBa AGCNRY (GKS 2dziaSi GKS wbcC fSIENYyid K2g 0
LINEINI YYIFIGAO Y2iATa &dzOK | & f | ®Niktheceadyi daysthis2 F 2 N.
symbolism was resonant with Jewish mythology and linked antithetically to tbmeist
WO2yljdzSad 2 FqUIKKSS dayAlf IRYSSNQ/ SKaAafE & YR RSaSNIia | yF
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oriental agriculture, horticulture and people. A JNF pamphlet of 1944 conjured the
AYO2NLIZ2 NI A2y 2F GNBS LXIFYyGAy3 Ay tlFESadAaysS |

a anifold and ageold have been our links with Eretz Israel. On Shevouth we

aeyYoz2ft A0l tte& NBYSYOSNBR (GKS FANRG FNHAGZE ¢
Temple, we rejoiced on Succoth at the time of the harvest, we prayed for the

rain as we had prayed ithe land of our fathers when the sun parched the fields

FYR @AySe&FNRa 2F 2dz2NJ yOSaid2NaEX ! yR (G2 GKS
added. The planting of trees in Eretz Israel has become a solemn custom among

GKS wWSga A (GKS g2NI R X¢

The environmentt & WWSGAAKQ Aa | OSYyidNIf LINI 2F WbC
SYGANRYYSyiGltf Y2@8SYSyidiz IyR (KS WbCQa WSy @AN]
than an adaptation of its propaganda effort to a more environmentalist age.

Is the INF replawy the lost forests of the past? What little record the Hebrew Scriptures
provide does suggest that the hills of Palestine were once afforested but cleared during the
early settlement by the peoples who subsequently understood themselves as Israelitesd Ind
the narrative of identity recorded in the book of Joshua, chapter 17, suggests that forest
clearance was an integral part of the settlement and linked with ethnic cleansing of Canaanites.

GwW2aKdzr alFAR (2 GKS 1 2dzasS 20F 2wW2 & SUBK 3 {f 2 NHLS
population and one of great strength; you shall not have one share only but a

mountain shall be yours; it is covered with woods, but you must clear it, and its

boundaries shall be yours, since you cannot drive out the Canaanite because of

KA&d ANBY OKFENR2GA YR KA& adzZISNRA2NI adNBy 3

.2NRga 1A y2GSa GKFEG F2NBadG Of SFNXyOS aO2yidAy
Remains of almond wood [a species normally cultivated for fruits, not for timber] in
[archaeological site] Fortress llligbth to seventh century BCE) at TeHrel suggest that by

GKFEG GAYS Yzald 2F GKS O22YATSNRdza F2NBad KFER R

We can now recognize that Palestine was an ecologically highly diverse region, being a
topographically and geographically complex narratrip of land at the interface of four
different vegetation system&' The process by which the various marginal tribes, escaped
slaves, nomads, and outlaws emerged with the national identity Israelite and the common cult
of Yahweh, and their short perisd of governance of Palestine, was associated with
deforestation, ecological destruction, ethnic cleansing and social exploitation. In this they are
hardly different to most forms of development practiced to this day. Unlike pantheistic and
animistic cultgracticed by many tribal societies, the cult of Yahweh, and its principal rival cult
of Baal, was strongly divorced from nature. That modern day Zionists are using claims to being
GKSANI a4dz00Saa2NB OSNIFAyYyfe& LINEJA RS anjusyices 2 dza ()
committed today.
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2.6 Reflections of an Environmentalist

My own personal journey as an environmentalist has taken me from ecological scientist to
environmental justice activist, and during my first visit to Palestine in 2010, what | witnessed
was environmental injustice. My university studies and first career was that of an
environmental biologist. | was in the middle of doctoral studies in plant ecology in 1984 when
the Bhopal Union Carbide gas disaster occurred. The death and disabling séridsuof the
LYRAFY dzZNBlFyYy LR22NJ o0& | '{ YdzZ GAYylIGA2ylf O2N
NEZ2ftdziA2y Q KIR | ¢lalN® did2odzyhitionsS Fsfafied tio rezgfnizéy e
injustices embedded in all environmengsfrom the Scottish hedtter moorlands, which | was
studying to the urban industrial slums in India. | decided to leave scientific research and worked
as a community worker in the environment of the pastlustrial public housing estates in
which the urban working class were wamlsed and which became the dumping ground for
many of the lowest paid unemployed, sick, drug addicted and most vulnerable.

My next step as an environmentalist was working with Friends of the Earth Scotland, supporting
community action in pollutioraffected communities. In 2006, stepping back into academia, |
had the opportunity to carry out research with the survivors of the Bhopal disaster who were
still, over 20 years later, struggling for justice. And then in 2010, | was invited to participate in a
fad-finding tour of JNF lands in Israel.

What | saw in Israel corresponded with my experiences of environmental injustice. We visited

Ein Hod where the Palestinian inhabitants had been driven out in 1948 and whose homes were
y2g GF 1Sy 2 @SN by yhRdle ¥z REtBIJFWdpé&aR Gewsand also the

resurrected Ayn Hawd nearby, the result of a sustained campaign by former residents. We saw

¢ or at least all that was left of itin the middle of British Pafkand later met a 9¢/earold

former resdent in the Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem, who recalled her expulsion in the
BA2YyAal Ay@lLaiazy 2F mony Fa AF Ad 6SNB &SadGSN
in Canada Par¥ through which Jewish mountainikers keep fit, and met a group &rmer

residents, now refugees in Ramallah, who are organizing a campaign for their right to return.

When we saw the village of-Araqib it constituted piles of twisted construction materials on

G2L) 2F OKAf RNByQa (2@ 3z halbderOdesSrgyeddaihSgfxambrithd | y R
previouslyc YR A& NBAARSY(G1aQ I dGGSYLI & toimake Wdy iodzA £ R R
0KS wbcCcQa 5SaitAaye C2NBad Ay GKS blljlo RSaSNI o
Israeli citizenss who had beendispossessed of their homes, fields, olive trees, angry yet
dignified, sitting amongst the wreckage of their homes.

2.7 Conclusiorg A Just Environmentalism

A socially just understanding of the environment must end injustice and enable oppressed
groupsto@ y 4 4 NHzOG UGKSANI SYGANRBYYSYd FNBY GKSANI f 2
global resources. This precludes colonial dispossession, and the JNF, which exists for this
purpose, has no place in an environmental movement. Environmentalists needdgnize the
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environmental injustices perpetrated by the Jewish National Fund, deliberately, as part of a
systematic project of ethnic cleansing, apartheid segregation and colonial dispossession.

These are environmental injustices perpetrated by thé& dNlestroying the environment of
Palestinians, denying their right to construct their environment, imposing an alien environment
F2NJ I WYFaAa0dSNI N OSdQ ¢KS wAaz2z 5SOfFNYIGAZ2Y 2V
1992 at the first Earth Summit. Defspi S L &ANI St Q& FG0SYLIW (2 NBY203S
environment and natural resources of people under oppression, domination and occupation
aKFff 0SS LINPGSOGSRPE LaNIF St KlFa 0SSy RA&LIRAaaS
has beents constant ally.

Environmentalists everywhere should recognize that the JNF is not an environmental
organization. It is a racist vehicle of colonial exploitation of the environment of the Palestinian
people. Its objective is the dispossession from +Jews of land and other resources, and their
appropriation by Jews, who are regarded as a superior race.

.S GKS wbcCc O2yiliAydzSa G2 LINRBY2GS Ada WSYygdAiN
AYOSNYLFGAZ2YFE O2y FSNBY OS & ® mhvémerk éxpodetl MEINE fiirS 6 2 N
what it is.

Environmental groups, organizations and networks are invited to make a public commitment to
denounce the JNF as a perpetrator of environmental injustice by supporting the following call:

Environmentalists and emanmental organizations everywhere are asked to:

Denounce the JNF as alien to the environmental movement,

wSO023yAT S (KS wWbCcQa a2ftS 202S00GA0S 2F 02t 2
9ELIR&S (GKS wbCcQa O2YLX AOAGE Ay 6N ONAYS&as
wkAasS | g NSy Saapupdse and &tivitid &g eMdhnientalists,
including members, supporters and activists of environmental organizations and
networks,

Isolate the JNF and distance environmental organizations from the JNF,

Exclude the JNF from all environmental netwaaks associations,

Boycott any meetings hosted by the JNF at conferences or international events,

Exclude formal JNF representation from campaigns and activities,

Support the efforts to remove charitable and tax exempt status of the JNF.

= =4 -4 -4

= =4 -8 -4 -4

! http://www.jnf.org/about-jnf/ .

*For example, Walid Khalidi (ed.) 1992,th&t remains: The Palestinian villages occupied and depopulated by

Israel in 1948, Washington: Institute for Palestinian Studies; Hussein Abu Hussein and Fiona McKay 2003, Access
Denied. Palestinian land rights in Israel. London: Zed Books; llan Pdpferde Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine

Oxford: Oneworld. See also the JNF ebook series.
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% Pappe 2006, p. 132. See also: Blumenthal, this volume.
* INF in action 1944 pamphlet, London, UK.

®World Wildlife Fund, 1961 Switzerland; Environmental Defense R@&¥, USA; Friends of the Earth, 1969 USA;
Greenpeace 1971 Canada. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Stockholm, 1972.

{88 wl YI OKI YRN} DdzKl Q& adzYYFINE 2F GKS NBfFGA2Y&aKALI 680
Environnentalism: a Global History Harlow: Longman ppl27

"DFNNBGG 1FNRAYS AY KA&d y202NAh2dza Saal & ylddastiongr 3ISRe 27
F2dzy RFGA2Y F2NJ I &dzLINBYI OAad Ay G SNLINGatolimitbygediagF  LJ2 Lddzt | G .
some people will undoubtedly respond to the plea more than others. Those who have more children will produce a

larger fraction of the next generation than those with more susceptible consciences. The differences will be
accentuatedI SY SN} A2y o6& 3ISYSNI A2y ®é

® Guha 2000, Environmentalism: A Global History.

° Agyeman, Bullard and Evans 2003, Just Sustainabilities: Development in an Unequal World. London: Earthscan
{2dzi KSNYy t S2L)X SQa 9 O2 fhaid/mdnetologicaldebt.orgy/NERAG2NAR ! £t Al yOS

0 \www.wwf.org.uk

" \www.greenpeace.org

2\www.greenpeace.org.uk

13 www.climatecamp.org.uk
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3. JNF Greawash
Judith Deutsch

The Jewish National Fund (JNF) centrally describes itself, on its home pages, as clean and green.
A brief sampling from its websites also contains political, nationalistic, and military subtexts.
The present article includes two sect® (1) Image vs. Reality with regard to water, forestry,

and agriculture as depicted by the JNF and Israel; and (2) a brief analysis of the political,
economic, and psychological functions of JNF greenwashing.

Chomsky identifies the key features of thidF problem:

Tk

G¢KS Y2480 SEGNBYS RSLI NILdzNB FNRBY YAYAYLf
complex array of laws and bureaucratic arrangements designed to vest control of

over 90 percent of the land in the hands of the Jewish National Fund (JNF), an

ogani A2y O2YYAGGSR (2 dzaAy3a OKFNARGlIoOoES Fd
AYRANBOGE® o0SYSTAOALFE G2 LISNE2ya 2F WSgA
R20dzySyida SELXIFAYT WI Lzt AO AyadAaddziazy N
and the World Zionist Orgézation as the exclusive instrument for the
RSOSt2LIYSyd 2F LANIXStQa fFyRazQ NBauNAROGS
marginal exceptions when useful), and barred to +d@wish labor (though the

principle has often been ignored for imported cheap IBko ®lépes cand

Prospectsp. 158)

Uri Davis, author ofApartheid Israel provides a detailed history of the JNF and affiliated
organizations that established the infrastructure of political Zionism since the beginning of the
twentieth century. Comparin@ionism to other colonial projects, he writes that the Zionist
STT¥F2NI Ay tFfSaldAyS aaeaidSYLFLiAortte F2tft26SR
more cruel and disastrous for the native indigenous population: colonization through the
disposséa & A2y FyR SEOtdzaAzy 2F GKS ylGAGS LIS2Lx So
of Israel in 1948, these Zionist organizations implemented the apartheid legal system. The State

2F LaNJ St YFEAYGFAYSR LI NIKSAR GaisSKNRAFAKOSRKS
a2@PSNBATAyile G2 GKSasS 2NHIFIYyATFGA2ya o051 @Aas LI
NEO23ayAT SR a (GKS 2FFAOALFE OFNBGF{TSNI 2F LaNd
authority under Israeli law, while preserving its @pito operate as a charitable organization

I NBdzyR KS ¢g2NIR®PE 6. falyYs LI monbo

JNF greenwash conceals this entire history by depicting itself essentially as an environmental
bDhod ! F2dzyRAYy3 LANISEtA YedK Aa (pedpldwithdut SadAy
flyRZ¢ aSiGuftSR o0& WSgAAK LIA2YSSNA ¢K2 gAGK 3N
OF NNBY fFyRaoOlILIS FyR Ay@SYGdSR RNALI ANNARIFGA
environmental organization with more than 50 offices arouadk S 3Jf 20Sx¢ GKS W
GO2yadz GFrGABSe NRBES G OG0KS W2KFEyySaodzZNB 2 2 NI
approved by the United Nations Department of Public Information as an NGO in 2004.
(http://support.jnf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=PR_UN_NGO_Status
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It is plausible, in contrast, that planting trees while uprooting people might have been the cause

for denial of consultative status with the UN Economic and Sooiat¢l (ECOSOC) on 18 May,

2007. The uprooting process continues with the current drive to transfer the land of the Negev

and Galilee to the JNF and to transfer Bedouin people from their Negev villages (Uri Dauvis,
08/02/2011). As is detailed below, the fag in Israel is far different from the founding myths.

The JNF, and the overall policies of Israel, are ruinous to the indigenous Palestinian people
through land and resource confiscation and a multitude of cruel practices. And far from being at
theforeFNRYy i 2F SO02ft23A0Ff 06Said LINFOGAOSAXI LAaNIFSH
AK2NIAAIKGSR FYR RSaGNHzOGAGS G (KAmativeONR G A C
monoculture forest was planted over razed Palestinian villages and sustain S FI N a o L &
industrial monocrop agriculture is water intensive, exporting virtual water in its flowers and

2Nl y3ISa GNIRS® LaANISEQa 41 GSNI A& adz2ftSy FTNRY
energyA Y 1 Sy aA @S RS &l t Atyof wast@water traatndldk Sntginatey Saht S O
Israeli and Palestinian sites and waterways, including the ruined Jordan River.

The following selection is culled from many JNF websites in which the home pages explicitly link
the JNF, Israel, and environmehsa. The websites illustrate the intention to convey a benign
image of the JNF and of the State of Israel.

IJNF South Africt KS K2YSLJI 3S KFa GKS GAGf She midacutadl Ay 3
reclamation of the wastelands and the greening of I§f U & RS&ASNI ad¢ ¢KS K2
Gt NBaSyaday3a | GNBS LIXIyaAaAy3d OSNIUAFAOIGS G2 DS
KSt LIAyY3 0dKS g2NI R6ARS a0 NYz33t S 3 AYyad '
http://www.jnf.co.za/pages/newsandevents.hth ¢ ¢ KSNE Aa 2y S O2dzy i NE )
devoted over a century to reforestation and greening the land. And I'm not talking about the

United States or Liechtenstein. There is one country in toddmhat ended the 20th century

with more trees than it began with; a country that has devoted over a century to reforestation

FYyR 3INBSyAy3a GKS flFyRo LYY y20 GlFrf1Ay3 | 6:
http://ww w.jnf.co.za/

IJNF Australi¥x ¢ KS WbC A& GawiB8KS 9YBANRYYSYyGlf | N¥Y z
55SaSNIl®dé aLYGSNBadAy3d cCcrOGa Fo2z2dzwi WbCY WbC KI
Man @SENBX | 1&d o0dZAf 0 (KeRDzAINYRALRZITFY SR &aar&S W& n

continues to plant; trees on thousands of acres of land helping to combat global warming and
improving the carbon balance in the environment; Has changed the face of a mafrom

desert to arable and habitable laxd C2 NEFNRY G 2F NADSNI NBKFoAT AG]
http://www.nf.org.au/

0/ 2YYSYilyY w2l Ra KIFIZS AyydzYSNIofS RSUONARYSyYy(l f
apartheid roads are also used to prevent &xgion of Palestinian towns and villages. JNF
afforestation is an example of poor forestry practice: the intensity of the recent forest fires is
attributed to monoculture tree plantations; the fires emitted large quantities of greenhouse

gases, greatly addy 3 G2 LaN}SftQa Syraaarazya la G§KS F2N
dioxide).
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INFUKEC2NJ 20SNJ I OSyiddaNE>X WbC KIFIAa 6SSy Sy3alF3asSr
Israel green. The trees and crops that were planted were crucial to mtiengionist dream a

reality. Israel is now a mature state in its 63rd year, but the imperative of greening the land still
NBYFAYya @AGLH f htip:@wwly.fidd. &/ide&htn® dzi dzNB o ¢

INFUSG D2 B2NINBBY D¢ a{2YS Hp LISNOSyid 27F Ittt (NS
out in the Negev, bringing its forest area to a total of 45,000 acres. Army camps that had been

set up in the Negev after the evacuation of the Sinai were planted witkKK\IRreeso create

shelter from the burning sun, shield soldiers and equipment from dust storms, and provide
a2YS NBALAGS F2NJ G6K2aS a2 thRNSWNEnfaighlt GA2ySR AY
(Comment: the evacuation of then&i refers to the withdrawal of the Israeli army from the

Sinai in 1982, the agreement reached at Camp David. However, the soldiers stationed in the
bS3ASP aF2NOSTFdzZ & SGIFOdzZ2 §SR . SR2dzZAy FTNRY (K
concentrated, terrorizig women and children, shooting animals, destroying tents, and in
general behaving in the manner that has typified the bloody and brutal career of [Ariel

{ KI NR y 86 X¢ 1969. K futhar{twdist on greenwash is the Green Patrols, directed by
Sharon,preveinA y3 . SR2dzAyad FNRY SYyONRBIOKAYy3 2y ayl (A

JNF France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hoandt Wb C T 2 NJ { Rsfel'Ofgfadts NR Y Y S
and parks were not always here. The first Jewish settlers in the country, at the end of the 19th
century,falzy R I RSaz2fldS tFryR gAGK y2d4 + YAGS 2F &K

GYSNBY YI & SJesishMatipnsl FundNivaS founded in 1901 to purchase land in Eretz

Israel on behalf of and for the Jewish People. In 1904, in addition to this work, it embarked on a
project to plantolive trees on the lands of Ben Shemen and Hulda, which it had recently
purchased. The idea was to plant tgpality fruitd S NAy 3 GNBS& F2NJ 6KAOK

a Y YINF Helps Combating Desertification Worldwide; Green at the Edge of the Desert; The
LYGSNYIFGA2yFE ' NAR [FYR&A [/ 2y a2NlAadzyé
http://www.kkl.org.il/kkl/english/top _toolbar/kkl_offices/office _addresses/francequate.x

(Comment: as detailed Bl > GKA&A Aa | KELR2ONARGAOFE | aaSNI
squandering of water particularly in Palestinian areas).

WbC /2 Rb8dztiNI £ Y !y 9y @ANRYYS iHerd thealREMVGRY Sy G 1
founded, over 104 years ago, much of the i@ant homeland of the Jewish people had
deteriorated through centuries of neglect into a patchwork of quagmires and arid land. Through

its care for the land of Israeli KS Wb C KI & YI RAlso fram thast wetgsie: | I A
G/ FfOdzt I 0SS @& 2 dAWdtptidS W 2hgr- dounté lit Nagp fugporting afforestation
LINEINF YA AYy LaNIStz¢ a GNBS LXFyadAay3a KrFra 27
Fdzy RSR / FYyFRFE tIFN] X .S3AYy tFEN]= YR f&az2 LXIY
and accomplisments of a courageous leader. Park Rabin will embrace the very hills on which

KS ¥ 2 hiz@/Kvinbijaf.ca/
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(Comment: this is an entirely erroneous description of Palestine. Of note, both Begin and Rabin
are weltknownfor their extreme violence).

IJNF New Zealandd { dza G Ayl oAf AGes | TF2NBadGl GA20MFs . NRY:
work in its early decades sketched and determined the boundaries of the State of Israel that

rose in 1948. Its extensive afforestati@ndeavor, begun soon after its inception and pursued

G2 GKS LINBaSyids KFra y2 LI NF¥tfStoé
http://www.zfnz.org.nz/index.php/community/jrikkl

(Comment: as detailed below, the extensive e$tation projects were used to confiscate
Palestinian land and to clear the land of the ethnically cleansed villages and towns. See Pappe.)

3.1 Image vs. Reality

The following section includes representative examples of environmental practices in Israel
comected with the JNF, either through its funding these projects and/or its misrepresentations
2T LANXSEtQa AYLI OG 2y LIS2LX S YR (GKS SYg@ANRYY

FORESTS

JNF treeplanting contrasts with the gratuitous destruction of Palestinian olive trees, many of
which ae hundreds of years old. The JNF has ostensibly planted some 240 million trees in
forests and national parks throughout Israel.

Susan Nathan, a Jewish Israeli living in the Palestinian town of Tamra, writes that for Israel,
GOGNBSa I NBE | dAYIEALIZRA adAR @B E@aAP y ¢ CANBRGO ¢l a
GKAOK (GKS aaidldS dzLINP2GSR yFGdzNFY £ @S3ShlFdAzy
was renowned and which the villagers had cultivated for generations and surrounded them
instead W 0 K dzASf S&da LIAYySacdé ¢KSaS LIAYSA NB | Ay 3
prone to problems like pests, disease and fire. Tree planting projects prevent Palestinians from
planting, while expanding land confiscation around illegal Jewish settlemimts trees, which

grow fast, destroy all other small plants because of their acidity, and ultimately make the land
unusable for Palestinian shepherds. (Balsam, p. 139) Ironically, Israel is now introducing (really
NBAYGNRRAzOAY 30 ol aindpidtchio. 1 NA SGASa ftA1S O

Canada Park, funded through charitable JNF donations, exemplifies the JNF modus operandi.
G{SSTAY3a NBOSyYy3IS F2N KIFI@Ay3 t2ad GKS [ 4dNHzy |
to the Jordanians in 1948, and wishing to cleatis® approach to Jerusalem of Arabs, Israel
ddzYYI NAf & SELStfSR pZnnn NBaARSydGa FTNRY (KS ¢
gAff13Sa 6SNB (GKSYy awWdzRFAT SR O20SNBR 20SNJ o
bt GA2y I f CdzyyRF RIYRt IONJE @SR OM/ HE LISNE LIJd mnnod ¢ K:
0S@82yR LaAN}StQa AYGSNyrdAazylrtte NBO23IyAl SR 062
[See Zayid, this volume.] This year a number of Palestinian news agencies, Jewish Voice for
Peace, and the Israeli newspap¥ediot AharonoNB L2 NI SR | Ol A2y a GKIFG N
2t A0S GNBS FTNRY | aevozft 2F LISIOS Ayaz2 2yS 27
In the last two years, the Israeli government has uprooted more tl&hADO olive trees in the
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2Sal0 .lyle dalyeée 2F GKSaS GNBSa 6SNB KdzyRNBRa
SO2y2Yeé FT2NJ ISYySNI dAz2yadé {G2tSy 2t A0S GUNBSa
of the money is returned to the originalvners. In addition, even when trees are not uprooted,

settlers in many areas are using force to prevent owners from reaching them. In some cases,

the settlers have harvested the olives, which they have offered to sell back to the tree owners.

The settlersadd a threat: if the owners refuse to pay, the settlers will simply cut down the
GNBESadpeg ¢KS YAtTAGINE OfSINA GKS fFyR G gAff =X
ownership.

(http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/content/battleolive-sharonsfingerprintslatestsuicide

bombing)

In 2005, JNF USA, JNF Israel and the government of Israel launched a program for developing
the Negev, aimingo increase the population to 500,000 people, and subsequently revised
R2gy 6l NR (2 HpnInnnd ¢KSNB IINB mpnInnn bS3ISG
villages without electricity, running water, and sewage disposal. The plan involved massive
dispossession and relocation of Arab Bedouin and intensive forestation measures to prevent
the Bedouin from returning to their land forever. The village of Twail Abu Jarwal was destroyed

at least 50 times over the past four years, andAfdkib was destroye for the 18 time in

February 2011.

' NA 51 @Aaszx 2yS 2F GKS TFANRG (2 dzaS GKS GSNYy
Authority/Jewish National Fund collaboration to build a Palestinian enclave near Ramallah on
confiscated Palestinian village ¥ RY aGKS O2y Ay dzSR 02y aidNHzOGA2Y
LI2aAdGAz2y 2F O2YLIX AOAGE GAOK 2yS 2F 22NI R “%AZ2
AYyalaNXzySyidazr GKS WSgAaK blaAazylrf CdzyRZI | 062R
PalestneY wmMdony YR MdpcTXd ¢2 FRR AyadzZd G2 Ay adzN
notably olive tree saplings, the tree saplings planted by the JNF in the area designated for the
Rawabi projects are typically politiedionist pinera (conifers), the mosbmmon tree planted

by the JNF in the forests and recreational centers on the lands and over the ruins of Palestinian

I N} 0 @AfflFr3Sa SOGKyAOlFLftte OfSFyYyaSR o6& GKS LanNg

Ffalry LRAyGa G2 WbCQa OdzZNNB e 2(RE ARysy AdyKSB  LINRIFAN
uKS fFNBSald FT2NBad Ay LaANISftfs aaddzaz 6SR 2y GKS
NE&SINOK 1o FT2N SYy@ANRYYSyGlt SELSNAYSyGa |y
YFGTZ 1 & Hnny KPS SR FH8 42 FKIEDKESS yR S &3S Nili o ¢
http://www.kkl.org.il/kkl/english/main_subject/latestupdates/.../worg/atir.dog

The Yatir Forest protrudes into the West Bankuses serious and irreparable damage to the
ecosystem and keeps Bedouin people out, reinforcing mythologies of the empty land without
LIS2LX S® WbC /IFylFTRIFI {(gAya AGK ¢2NRy(d2Qa 524y

traditional First Nations territg¥ @ ! Y2 G KSNJ G gAyyAy3a LINR2SO0 Aa R
below. [See: Balsam, this volume.]
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WATER

Here is a JNF website message designed explicitly for children [note the youthful font]:

oDescribe the desert:

Sandy, extremely hot during the day, n o natural water, rarely rains. Discuss
the underground pipeline that JNF built, to bring water to the desert, to
enrich the soil . 6

(Comment: this benigaounding message for children is representative of the ways the JNF and

Israeli textbooks omit inconyeA Sy & FIF Oda Fo2dzi GKS SYy@ANRYYSYyI
treatment of Palestinian children within Israel and in the territories. In Gaza and the West Bank,
Israeli practices deprive Palestinian children of uncontaminated water, adequate food, imedica

care, education).

The JNF website, citing its participation at the UN World Summit on Sustainable Development

AY W2KIFyySado0dz2NH AY wnnuz aidldsSa GdKFIG wbC aoOAS
2T CNBaK g bkoiné Nfl tha satutions do blems of fresh water scarcity including

building reservoirs and dams to gather and recycle runoff, rain and wastewater for agriculture

and the development of arid and setniNA R NB IA 2y a X €

JNF websites misrepresent both the JNF and Israel by leavingeouthole picture, particularly

GKS tFfSaldAyAlryad ¢KS ¢gSo0aAiSa KAIKEAIKG K2g
LINPINF Y& F2NJ LANIFSEzé GKFG AG KIfda RSASNIAT,
greeting cards that donors can proudbyurchase, that Israel is a watscarce land but for

I RO YOSR LANISEtA (GSOKy2ftz23ed Ly (GKAA @NAD
al@Ay3aY AaDAGS 21 SNE DAOS [ATFTSI¢é G6KATS AY
takes water, takes life

A

S NI

NI a
Tt O
The attacks on Gaza and Lebanon of 2006, and on Gaza in 2008/9, destroyed the electric power
aeaidsSvya ySoOoSaalNE G2 GNBFG FyR LlzyYLl ¢l GSNI |y
needs to include the siege of Gaza, the king of necessary construction and maintenance

supplies into Gaza which led to the collapse of a sewage reservoir in the Bedouin village of

Umm Nasser near Beit Lahiya in 2007, killing two children and three women. JNF and Israeli
claims of being green, offfering solutions to water scarcity, need to be seen in this context.

Hydrologist Clemens Messerschmid challenges the prevailing lies. He states that Israel/

t I fSAGAYSQa 41 GSN) NBaz2dz2NOS&a yR NIAYTFLE LI G
water has been squandered by Israelis. Messerschmid details a series of regulatory policies. In
August 1967, right after the 1967 war, order #92 gave the military all authority and power over

water. Order #158 gave the military authority over the permit systir houses, roads and

water infrastructure, meaning that the military did not need to give justification for confiscating

water resources or destroying wells. The third order in December 1968 cancelled all other prior
agreements, including those of Istaeourts.
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Selective closure intensified following the Oslo agreements in 1993, resulting irelong
Palestinian unemployment as high as 77.3% that will only change if more water is made
available for irrigation. The Separation/Apartheid Wall is lodatathin the boundaries of the
Western Aquifer. The pumping area is confined to a narrow strip of land running parallel to the
Green Line itself. The Western Aquifer, lying completely within Palestinian territory, is the most
important groundwater resourcén the whole of Israel/Palestine. The military allowed drilling

of only 23 wells in the entire West Bank by Palestinians between 1967 and 1990. Twenty were
exclusively for drinking water, and no drilling was allowed in the Western Aquifer. In Israel by
contrast, there are approximately 500 strongly flowing deep wells, whereas Palestinians must
make do with 159 old wells, which were designed for irrigation and are less deep.

A study byNew Scientist(Fred Pearce 2004) describes how Western Aquifer freaterw
replenished within the West Bank, is primarily allocated for Israeli use, whereas the current
plan is to transfer desalinated water from the Mediterranean back to the West Bank. Israel
wants the U.S. to fund this project, and to date, USAID has dgidee study notes that the
plans for a giant desalination plant to supply drinking water to the Palestinian territories is a
means to diminish pressure to grant a future Palestinian state greater access to the Western
Aquifer. In the end, too, aid money fprovide water to Palestinians benefits Israel. As part of
Oslo, fourfifths of West Bank water allocated to Israel is replenished by the waters falling on
Palestinian territory. Shamir tolMew Scientisti K & &G KS LX Fyd gAtf o685
the Palestinians. Israel will not be willing to carry this burden, and the Palestinians are not able
G2d¢é | @ RNR 2 INew Scenti§paint dut tixiidSsalinadiry seawater and pumping

it to the West Bank could cost around $1 per cubic meter, thie®s as much as acquiring
water from the aquifer. The scheme would leave an independent Palestinian state more
dependent on desalination than almost any other nation in the world. It should be noted that
desalination requires a great amount of energy.

Messerschmid gives many examples of how military orders confiscate and obstruct availability
of water. In 2003, a Palestinian well had a technical problem. The repair work had to be done
by Israelis who found one excuse after another so that the well dicbperate for months. The
villages had no water while settlers had plenty. The West Bank water department has only one
function, which is to get bills paid. The military refuses permits even for cisterns, some of them
ancient, and destroys them in the stbuHebron hills so that Palestinians are even dispossessed
of rainwater. Reservoirs have two outlets, with the higher one for Palestinians and the lower for
settlers, so that in summer the Palestinian pipes run dry as the water has to be 2/3 full in order
to flow to the villages. Often the amount of flow is changed as a means of collective

punishment. Each pipe needs a permit. Messerschmid describes how West Bank Palestinians

who picnic on the Duma cannot even touch the spring. The World Health Organization
minimum water standard is 100 liters/day, but Palestinians in the South Hebron area often
have less than 30 liters/day.

- U
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implementation of IDF policy of total closure inside the West Bank. There are vast obstacles to
movement such as: earth mounds, cement blocks and trenches that disconnect Palestinian
villages from eaclother. Waste trucks simply do not reach their destination, and drivers who

dare to remove obstacles in order to fulfill their mission are shot at, arrested, their IDs torn,
GKSANI 0NHzO1 & RFEYF3ISR 2N S@Sy RSadNpansSfalltoo &8 G KS
give priority to waste water projects as opposed to drinking water projects, it should be noted

that this accusation completely disregards the extremely heavy lot of the Palestinian population

with regard to access to sufficient and suitablenling water (not to mention water for

irrigation) ¢ a basic human right.

Messerschmid, interviewed by Amira Hass, also notes that large quantities of sewage and
industrial waste are still allowed to flow to the sea, making Israel one of the biggédistapslof

GKS aSRAGSNNI ySIFyd GC2NJ LaANI St G2 O2yadzyS | ff
from its neighbors and from the people it is occupying. Israel uses water from the Golan, Jordan
comes out the loser in the arrangement for usage of Ya@mouk waters, and Lebanon was not
permitted to use fair quantities of the Hatzbani waters. Wherever Israel is located downriver, it
dzaSa YATtAGFNE FT2NOS (2 SyadaNBF GKFG Yz2ad 2F GF
The Jordan is ariverfo G KS LJ adX b20KAy3a NBYlFAya 2F Al

A

SEGSyargSte TNRBY [1S YAYYSNBG o+tftaz 1yz26y | &

In more than 35 years of occupation, Israelis failed to invest in Palestinian infrastructure, in
water supply and wastewater and solid waste facilities, though this is a duty under international
law. Israeli authorities and their policies obstruct, delay and prevent the implementation of
projects. International donors are pressured to also serve the llldgaish settlements. Often,
funded projects are permanently put on hold because of the permit system and the
checkpoints that prevent workers and equipment from accessing sites.

Mark Zeitoun, cdeader in the London Water Research Group and the UntyassiEast Anglia

Water Security Research Centre, has written extensively about transboundary cooperation and
conflict in which domination is dressed up as cooperation (p. 90). Findings indicate that water
problems are chiefly rooted in power imbalancestween two sides, permitting a highly
FA@YYSGONRO 2dzi02YS® a¢KS LANISEA laalbdZd 2y
2006 denied tens of thousands of people access to water and further endangered the highly
contaminated sources that lie undehd sands. The water towers of over fifty villages in
southern Lebanon were crippled by damage inflicted during the summer 2006 war between
LaN} St yR ISTo2fftlFKXd ¢KS RSAGNHOGABS LI26SNI
and regularly occur belowhe radar screen, with superficial understanding and inadequate
concern from the international diplomatic, donor and academic communities. Zeitoun writes

that frequent NGO and media reports of water cooperation, particularly about the Joint Water
Committeemade up of Palestinians and Israelis, deflects attention from the extreme power
imbalance.

YoSNI 2F /FylRIQa
YV OANRY Y Syaggemen b Y Y
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which not a word is said about water rights for the Palestinians, nor about giving them a role in
YIEYylF3Ay3d GKS 41 G0SNB 2F GKS W2NRIYy @FfftSey atl

NRE21a 20aSNIBSas adgKigeh that thosthobitie A @vgr Jdrdian Rivérfomd S NA v
the border between Jordan and what is likely in the near future to be Palestinian, not Israeli
OSNNRG2NERDPE O/ K2Yale mMdppoL d

[A1S aSaaSNBOKYARIZ %SAlG2dzyQa 62N)] SE@BasSa |
YI y I 3SYSy i o-asttadgtioll oSthe AWegdeghS\biifer may be further aggravating the
situation. Israeli suppdriven water policy will meet domestic demand from whatever source

is available. When the level of the Lake of Tiberias is too lbevdifference is not made up

through reduced consumption, but through increased reliance on the hidden groundwater
resources of the aquifers. The less water in the basin, the more easily the untreated waste
trickling down from above contaminates it. Hydvglsts are tired of reminding us that by the

GAYS GKSe& RSGSOG adzOK O2ylGl YAYlLGA2Yy S AlG oAff
hundreds of millions of dollars and buckets of sweat spent, the [water] sector is less developed
adecadeonfromi KS hat2 LL F3aINBSYSyid GKFIy AG gFa Fd 0

A number of descriptive reports on the water situation convey the human and environmental
AARS GKIFIGO Aa y20G NBLER2NISR o0& LaNIStf 2N o6& GK
industries (aluminum, metal works, plastic and chemical concerns, and slaughterhouses) to
exploit cheap Palestinian labor. Lax environmental standards in the Occupied Territories permit

the dumping of industrial wastes into the West Bank. (Halper 2008)

NGKS LaN}StA YATtAGFINE FdaGlrO1a 2y DFIF Ay HAJ
electrical power and water treatment and sewage systems used by 1.5 million people.
5FYF3aAy3a DIET I Qa alyAadlrairzy ySig2N)] Odrtidgf SR wmp s

treated sewage wastewater to flow over agricultural and residential land and into the sea
during the attacks. The daily average of wastewater being pumped into the sea is still a
aG1Fr33SNAY3I ynZnnn OdzoA O YSiSNAXd nprdermSGazat (1 KS
where three new facilities were totally destroyed. Severe damage was caused to the North
Gaza Emergency Sewage Treatment Plant, as well as to wastewater distribution networks
throughout the north. Government sources say that morethan/8 2 ¥ DI 1 I Q&4 wZnnn
HFSNE RSaUGUNRe@SR 2NJ NBYRSNBR y2i4 dzasSlIofS FNRY i

Still recovering from the 2006 attack, Gaza was repeatedly denied pumps, metal pipes, air and

oil filters, and other goods. As ardsii > mp::2 2F DITFQa LRLMzZ I GA2y >
water for only two hours per day. Water extracted from the coastal aquifer was not replenished

and the poor quality water had not been tested for more than a year because laboratories were

not allowed to import chemicals to test it. World Health Organization tests carried out several
@SIFNAR LINAR2NJ KFR 02y Of dZRSR GKFd DFTFQa gl G§SNI ¢
2008)

In the West Bank, Israel demands that Palestinians meet advance@ryervastewater
treatment standards in all planned Palestinian facilities. The World Health Organization requires
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secondary treatment standards, and tertiary treatment standards are not yet in effect within

Israel or the settlements. This would increasatsdoy 66% to 100% per cubic meter of water.

At present, Israel exploits Palestinian wastewater, treating it inside its sovereign area and using

it for agriculture irrigation and to rehabilitate streams, yet deducts the cost of building these
facilities fom tax monies owed to the Palestinian Authority. lllegal Jewish settlements pollute
nearby Palestinian water sources and farmlands. Many settlements do not have adequate
wastewater treatment facilities and at times raw wastewater floods West Bank valleys.

. Q¢casStSY NBLRNIa GKFEG GKSNB Aad y2¢ LR{fdziAz2y
GKS az2dzyGlFr Ay 1 1jdZAFSN®P LANFSEtQa yS3ItSOd Aa I
facilities in the West Bank. Many families are too poor to pay foptying the cesspits, and

Israeli restrictions on movement make it difficult for tankers to reach distant communities to
LJzY L) 2dzi 61 aGSé6F SN a¢2 RIFEGSE y2 O2YLINBKSyai
effects of the freeflowing raw wastewater onWest Bank water sources. The flow of the
asStitSYSyiQa ¢1aiSél SN RSauNRPeSR ONRLBA | yR F
could not sell their crops as they were contaminated. Wastewater created a severe mosquito
problem and a powerful stench thaaused allergies, dizziness, and headaches among many
NEBaARSyida 2F GKS @AffF3ST LI NIAOdzZ I NI & OKAfRL
¢CNBFGYSyd Ay GKS 2Said .Fyl1z2é .Q¢asStSYy wSLR2NIO

¢CKS . Q¢asStSY NBLRZ NI -p@sy tstimbnies ant it is/wthitBleNquatigy T A N&
from several reports. The Ariel Municipality (a large illegal Jewish settlement) does not inform

GKS {FtFAG /2dzyOAf oAy tltSadAaySo 2F gl aidsSsl i
heading inthe directig 2F {Ff FAGD® ! NASEt Qa o+ aidSél SN KI a
fA0SaG201 GKIG dzaSR G2 tAGS Ay (GKS | NBF 6KSN
polluted. Water contamination has brought about the extinction of the deer, rabbits aresfo

once common to the area.

GhdzNJ adzZFFSNAY3I FNRY GKS gl adadSgl SN GKIFHG O02YSa
began in 1999. Since then, we have suffered very much from the pollutants and stench coming
FTNRY (GKS g1 adSsl (S oewthereSare @ iyl mosgtitseS lahd to8eis.

Nobody eats the produce we grow, especially the vegetables, because my family and neighbors
FNE FTFNFIAR (GKIG GKS 2dzA0S Ay GKS @S3aSilofSa
Kadurah, wastewater from Arigkttlement, p. 32)

GhdzNJ t AFTS KIFIa 0S02YS GSNNAOGESd® 2SQNBE 020 KSNEBI
21y GKS gAYyR2a 0SOFdzaS 2F GKS avyStft FyR GKS
3Sta K2ad® 2SQ@S GNXSR rbSabl8 kel Kdiof tHe nbsipiitoess Sly K| @S
small children cry at night from the mosquito bites and wake up with their faces all red and

adlAya 2y GKSANI 02RAS&ad®é ObAKFRSK {lglfKIX L

Twinning projects between Manit@band Israel conveniently omit indigenous peoples in their

sanitized use of environmentalism. A Manitelsaael water symposium, hosted by the JNF,
involved ten Canadian and ten Israeli scientists studying annual migrations of birds.
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G ¢ KSNB | NBits ty beyderivedl 8omStwinning' such as, for example, offering visitors
complementary information on both marshes, and enabling scientists to work together to solve
AAYAE LN 6SiftlyRa A&aadsSaszé aStyad|l SELXa AYySRo
parliament, was also a driving force behind the creation of the Mandsbael Shared Values
Roundtable, which emphasizes the shared values in both societies, including democracy,
freedom of speech, diversity of opinion, high literacy rates, commitn{sit)) to family, and
LJdzof AO ASNIBAOSas |Y2y3a 20KSNE®E
(http://Iwww.winnipegjewishreview.com/article diil.cfm?id=827&sec=2&title=JNF_GEARS U
P_FOR NEGEV_GALA HOUNORING MINISTER CHRISTINE MELNICK

Regarding free speech and diversity of opinion, Melnick called for the banning of Israeli
Apartheid Week at the University of Manitoba. The Winnipeg Free Riees a different
AYLINB&aaAz2y 2F alyAdz2o0lQad 6FGSNI LINRPof SYa | yR
appalling lack of basic infrastructure in some First Nation communities in Manitoba. No running
water, no sewage systemsthings that most of usake for granted are still not available in

many of our northern communities. Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Grand Chief David
Harper told a Senate committee hearing Tuesday the lack of running water in more than 1,000
homes in northern Manitoba is a vailon of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
LYRAISyYy2dza t S2L) S®é OACANRBG blrdAiAzya G2 | f SNI
YSiGY atp:Héww.winnipegfreepress.com/local/firshationsto-alert-un-to-water-woes
116296654.html See alspCanadian Dimension Magazine ! LINA f HaMM® dab2z2 NM
OrfftAy3a F2NJ I+ awl OAFf WwWSRA &G NR O duiastady of thd@ir 2 S| £
own. They are examples of falsifying colonization and environmental malpractice by creating an
impression of benevolent, respectful collaboration between partners.

AGRICULTURE

Here is another JNF message written for children (agaite, sygecial font):

The Negev is sand. JNF has done many wonderful things in the Negev. Draw
a picture that shows what JNF has done:

o wildlife nature reserves

o olive and orange groves

o fish ponds

o forming and growing plants in hot houses

(Comment: children anadoctrinated at an early age. The JNF is instrumental in uprooting and
transferring thousands of Bedouin from the Negev and of stealing Palestinian aquifer water to
make the desert bloom. Bedouin houses and tents are repeatedly demolished and they are no
provided with water or electricity. The image of wildlife nature reserves deceptively hides
unremitting brutality towards people. Using massive amounts of water for export crops belies
LANI St Qa OflFAYa (G2 NIYGAZ2YI f&AYYIR GaldgaSh FbAS/A Sod A &4
Ayi2 GKS aidSNB2GeL)lS 2SaiSNYySNBR KIFI@gS 2F RSaSNI
Negev included consist more of mixed pasture/steppe and rock, with little san at all.)

Z 8
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The frontier myth falsifies Israeli confegion of Palestinian land, knowledge, and way of life.
Traditional Palestinian farming methods, plants and foods are construed as Israeli in origin. The
Zionist sense of entitlement for over a century has rationalized the victimization of Palestinians,
restrained only by the need to preserve an image of power and righteousness before the
international community.

| 2y FA&0OFGA2YY ARSYydGAGe GKSTlzZ t2aa O2yGAydzsSa
impoverished, their lands cleared of fruitando#S G NBESa FyR 20§ KSNJ ONR LJa
Some 75% of Gazans live on less than $2 a day, 80% are refugees living mainly in squalid camps.
Gaza has one of the highest population densities in the wpil@l,665 persons per square mile,

almost four tvSa G KS RSyaAde 2F . Fy3tlRSaKeo al f ydziN
(Halper 2009).

The dominant media reported with much sympathy about the forcedooation of Jewish
aSGGfSNAR o0dzi y20KAYy3 | o2dzi GKS tdtep Suliaf fofrA I 'y Ay
well-cared for greenhouse and walk unmoved pasty@drold fruit-bearing date trees that are

uprooted for you, roads that are blocked for you, homes that are demolished for you, the
children who are shelled from helicopters and tanks &uodied alongside you, for the sake of

the safety of your children and the preservation of your supghts. For the sake of about half

a percent of the population of the Gaza Strip, a Jewishpgeifent, the lives of the remaining

99.5% were totally disizLJ0 SR | YR RSAGNRBE@SRX® ! yR Y2adG La&anNd
A32@SNYYSyYy G Lizi 'y SyR (2 Al od¢

G2 KSy GKS aSdidtSNB STa DI IyEnE Griudd thedIddisB t A | N
settlements, making sure that agricultural land was permanently déggfaunder hundreds of

hectares of devastated fields and thousands of uprooted trees. Some 40% of the surface is now
WEANIGAIKIGOPQ 0SOFdzaS Ad Aada O20SNBR gAGK YAffAZ2

Amira Hass (2008), interviewed hydroldgidemens Messerschmid about agriculture and water

use. Israel uses over 60% of its water for agriculture, which only amounts to about 2% of GDP.

G! ANRKR Odzf GdzZNB Ay LAaANIFSEf A& AYLRZNIFYG Ay GSN¥:
calculated in termof the actual conditions of the water economy... They talk about drought

and meanwhile water the city lawns. Agriculture has a polistedtegicZionist value that goes
0Se82yR AGa SO2y2YAO O2y(iNAROdziA2Y XD agreutule 2 F K
AY LANYSt g1 & Odz GAGFGSR tf2y3 0STF2NBE wmpny o8
land, using the ancient method of mountainS NNJ OSas aly AYLRNIFydG F
NEFAEEAYI 2F ANRdzyRoFIGSNI YR GKS LINB@SyiaAzy 2

Vast amounts of water are lost through citrus and flower virwalter exports. International

shipping and aviation are among the highest greenhouse gas emitters. Since the Kyoto protocol
exempted international shipping and aviation, nations are ablectmceal an accurate

I O02dzyiAy3a 2F UGKSANI SYAAdaA2yad a¢KS LaNI St A
AFrYoftAy3d atetSe® a2NB20SNE LANXSt R2Sa y24 dz
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(Messerschmid) Also see: Israel Shahak for virtual water expand for decimation of
Palestinian agriculture. They continue to use sprinklers midday in the summer for agriculture.

Moreover, land is confiscated from Palestinians with various rationales: that it is needed for
agriculture, afforestation, security. Theeparation/Apartheid Wall functions as a silent land

grab, taking the best agricultural land, uprooting or confiscating olive groves and orchards. For
Palestinians, the loss drastically reduces agricultural production and expropriates their future.
Thevi £+ 3S 2F Wreéeedzaz 06SOFdzaS 2F (GKS 2Ffft FyR
entire fruit and vegetable harvests. Vegetables grown in an extensive system of greenhouses,
which require daily irrigation and care, have often had to be left to rogyedr after the Wall

gl a O2YLX SGSRX | ANROdzt GdzNF £ LINPRAzOGAZ2Y FNRY W
F0O0Saa (2 GKSANI ftFyR OGKNRdAzZZK | LISNXAG &daeaasSy
Christison 2009) The loss of agriculturaf B 'y R gl G§SNJ YSItya GKIFG a
aStiutSYSydi Aa 2yS RIFe& IOKAS@OSR>Y LaNrStQa |yy
continue to undermine the lives and hopes of millions of Palestinians, both now and in
ASYSNI GA2ya (2mod20075 0 o6aSdaaSNaOK

3.2 Comments and Analysis

JNF greenwash masks many breaches of international law and UN Conventions, among them
the Fourth Geneva Convention on the duties of the occupying state, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discriminati@against Women, the UN Convention on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, and the UN Convention on the Right to Water. Described in this JNF
Greenwash report are the institutionalized ways the JNF serves Israeli objectives of depriving
Palestinians of necesies and keeping an entire people at the level of bare subsistence. The
wholesale destruction of Palestinian agriculture renders the Palestinians a captive market for
Israeli goods.

aSyiuAirzy ySSRa G2 o0S-indubtiaisompldx. Fbllamg J&f Halgerc ¥eA £ A O | NJ
framing is necessary to dispel illusions about Israel and its allies. Halper points out that Israel is
hardly a victim with its thriving military and surveillance trade. Significant in terms of
greenwash, Israel is a nuclear weapotates and its attacks on Gaza and Lebanon involved
widespread infrastructural and environmental destruction and use of -cmmventional
gSEHLRYyad ! LINBASYGsX LYRAIF A& LaNIStQa fI NBSa
anything being more @structive to the environment than nuclear weapons and war in general.

Both India and Israel now justify using nuclear weapons againshoolear weapons attacks

by biological or chemical weapons. In terms of climate change, military emissions are exempt
destruction of the entire climate system can proceed with impunity.

The environmental degradation and contemptuous treatment of Palestinian people are
carefully documented in a number of reliable sources. In Canada, the JNF partners with various
provines in twinning projects that conceal the same kind of colonial practices, particularly the
confiscation and exploitation of resources. For example, Canada has an appalling record when it
comes to providing infrastructure for water treatment and sewageifidiigenous peoples. The
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Canadian Alberta tar sands and its toxic water are linked to rare forms of cancer in the nearby
Chipewyan community. Well known is the misuse of vast amounts of water in extracting tar
alyRaA® ¢KS WbC /Iyl Rlrtaand igréel hawt ¢ Bidny/condnion vih&nkiti o ! f
O2YSa (G2 6 GSN) AaK2NII3Sad b2 WSGAAK blaAaz2yl
H YAffA2Yy R2t€tFNJI 22Ayd NBaSINOK LINR2SO0 2y g4I

OYBANRBYYSYGFEAAY AGASE T NBKHEAINSYAT 8O I (NS Fld# v BN
/| KFLIAY 6NAGSa GKIG GKS SYy@ANRYYSyidlt 2NBIFYyAT
F3ASyRIE 4KF@S 688y YI N] SR candl byNBtérbing feglédoftfet A O &
indigenous peoples whose landthe | NS Ay o0dzaAySaa G2 LINRGSOUPE

This article has presented a brief overview of representative policies involving claims of
advanced environmental practices by Israel and the JNF. In reality, these policies confiscate
Palestinian resources and drive honmentemptuous and degrading ways of treating people. As
FNIAOdz F SR Ay (GKS ht3F 520dzvySyd airaySR Ay W
talking of a road that has not been tried hitherto: being honest with ourselves, with our
neighbors and particiiNI @ A GK GKS tIfSaldAyAly LIS2L} SXo
appropriate honesty and requisite courage, we will be able to take the first step in the long
journey that can extricate us from the tangle of denial, repression, distortion of realgy,df
RANBOGA2Y |YyR FT2NERFI{Ay3a 2F 02yaOASyOSszI Ay 64K
Appropriate words, too, for the JNF.
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The Path to Climate Security Passes through Gaza: a Prologue to Rethinking Strategy
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4. The Path to Climate Security Passes through Gaza: a Prologue to Rethinking
Strategy
David Schwartzman

4.1 Abstract

The stakes are very high for a just and peaceful resolution of the strtmdiell recognition of

the individual and collective rights of the Palestinian people. Achieving this goal anly
critical for the securing of life, rights and sustainability of all living in Palestine and the broader
region. The struggle for justida Palestine also lies at the heart of global movements against
imperialism, occupation, war and militarization of the global political economy that threatens
us all. The Israeli occupation of Palestine and military aggression in the region is a camntral p
of the USEuropean imperialist agenda. Only global equity and cooperation made possible by
the termination of this agenda will create the possibility of preventing catastrophic climate
change. Thus, the convergence of the climate security, environrhaniz ecological justice,
peace, antioccupation, Palestine solidarity, and aitiperialist movements is imperative while

we still have time to act.

4.2 Introduction

Preposterous, some readers may object, what possible connection could the struggleifie just

in Palestine have with confronting the challenge of mounting carbon emissions to the
atmosphere which will lead us to climate catastrophe unless these emissions are radically
curbed in the near future? | argue here that the connection is profound, thighchallenge of
achieving a just resolution of this conflict being the potential lever that will make global
prevention of C3 possible. And only convergence of the climate security, environmental and
ecological justice, peace, amtccupation, Palestingolidarity, and antimperialist movements

has any hope of success for C3 prevention.

The climate security and peace movements remain divided, the former gaining global
momentum while the latter, at least in the global North, is just beginning to wakkamp the
Affdzarz2zya 3IASYSNIGSR o6& holYlFQa StSOGAz2y 2dzai
right wing is the bastion of global warming denial, even the -emgerialist left has its Hl

informed advocates (e.g., Alexander Cockburn), as wétias® who acknowledge the reality of
anthropogenic climate change while still refusing to prioritize this issue of critical significance to

the survival of human civilization. Nevertheless, the realities of the Afghan War combined with
global economic digess and alarming new signs of climatic instability are now forcing a
rethinking of strategy.

[ SGQ& adl NI 6A0K G KISracKcheat statdNdladionship O PeerBatctitical ¢ K S
component of US imperialism. Its central objective hasrbé®e control of the petroleum
resources in the Middle East, with extension to the Near East, including Iran. Even conservatives
commonly admit to this agenda as central to the preservation of the American way of life.
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As Haddad (2004), put it in his disssion of the Iraq war and occupation:

Gh¥ O2dzNRS Al A& y2 &aSONBIG GKFEG 2At Aa Id
American and world dependence on Gulf oil will increase precipitously over the

next twenty years. Veteran Middle East analyst AmypcCordesman of the

Center for Strategic and International Studies (&8I&) connected to the U.S.

intelligence communitgdescribes this dependency in a document written before

the occupation of Iraq:

We need to remember what our key strategic priorgtiare. The U.S. is steadily
more dependent on a global economy and the global economy is steadily more
dependent on Middle Eastern energy exports, particularly from the Gulf. We
tend to take this so much for granted that we sometimes fail to consider just
how serious this dependence is and how much it is estimated to grow in the
future. There also is still a tendency to view the issue in terms of American
import dependence, our normal peacetime dependence on given countries for
imports, and dependence onrdict imports. These are all false approaches to
the problem. We are steadily more dependent on global imports; what affects
the global economy affects us and our direct level of oil imports is no measure of
strategic dependence. Similarly, we compete fok an a world market. Any
shortage or price rise in a crisis forces us to compete for imports on the same
basis as every other nation. Finally, focusing on direct imports of oil ignores the
fact that the U.S. has steadily shifted the pattern of its mantuiiad imports to
include energy dependent goods, particularly from Asia. These, in turn, are
produced by economies that are critically dependent on oil imported from the
Middle East. Estimates of import dependence that only include direct imports of
crude understate our true net dependence on oil imports to the point where
they are analytically absurd.

This clientstate relationship was founded in 1967, with Israel becoming a willing instrument of

U.S. imperial power. This type of relationship was firsilthin the Middle and Near East,

attacking Arab nationalist regimes and movements, and then elsewhere such as in Central
America, Iran and even in continued support of the U.S. blockade of Cuba. The U.S. had become
completely isolated in the world commuhi@ F 8A RS FNRY LaN}SftQa 20aS8l|
General Assembly vote, October 27, 2010, 187 against the blockade, 2 in favor (U.S. and Israel).

4.3 My Summary Thesis

A just resolution of the struggle for Palestinian rights will terminate thddtsdi imperial axis,
thereby undermining US imperialism that acts as the dominant military arm of transnational
capital.

This agenda is the actual policy of the MIC, the Military Industrial [Fossil Fuel Nuclear Terror]
Complex, with the Pentagon & Israelifmh G F NB  OQGAy 3 & Ada at SGNRT
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such, MIC is the biggest obstacle to achieving climate security in the face of the looming threat
of catastrophic climate change. | will not make the case here for the reality of climate change
and the real potential for climate catastrophe in this century, if not in a few decades (see
documentation in Schwartzman, 2009).

Thus, | submitThe path to climate security must pass through Gaea, Climate Security for
humankind will only be achieved tithe end of the Israeli blockade of Gaza, termination of
the Israeli Apartheid regime, and the full realization of the individual and collective rights of the
Palestinian people. As Evo Morales, President of Bolivia, put it:

G¢KS 0dzRISU Afes iSI¥E billioyi Xoil dRnse{ aind for climate

change, to savef&, to save humanity, they only put up $10 billion. This is
AKFYSTdzZ & ¢KS 06dzRISG F2NJ GKS LN 6FNE | OC
trillion for the Iraq war, to go kill in Iraq. Trillions of dollars. But directed towards

paying the climate debt, 0 billion. This is completely unfair. These are our deep
20aSNDFGA2ya 2F ¢ KI1if@ dhe Ha2, wiild trilibysdare ¢ K 1 Qa &
going to the wars, on the other hand, to save humanity and the planet, they only

gl yli (G2 RANBOG bmn o0AffA2YydE

Thus, largue that the struggle for justice in Palestine is a transcendent challenge for the global
human rights, peace, ecological and environmental justice,-\aati and emerging climate

security movements. On one hand, it is the nexus of potential escalatmigjatpeven nuclear

g NP hy GKS 20KSNJ KFIyRYX AGQa 2dzadG NBaztdzirazy
G20KSNJ 62NI R GKFO Aa LR2aarot Sog

4.4 New developments that may enhance our struggle

We now witness growing isolation of Israel in the world camity, translating into growing
weakness and contradictions in the 4$8ael alliance. The ruling elites of U.S. and Arab/Near
East Client states, such as Egypt, Jordan, Pakistan, increasingly risk losing their legitimization
with the potential for regimechange unfavorable to U.S. imperialism. The current popular
uprisings in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen and Bahrain have brought this possibility closer to
reality. This poses an increasing threat to the US agenda in the Middle and Near East. The
current, now froze, negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority forced by
Obama are simply a delaying action, postponing the inevitable rupture in U.S. foreign policy
that will come to recognize the necessity of a just resolution of the conflict. The alieeniat
unthinkable: escalating conflict in this region, with the real potential of war, even nuclear war.
USiIsrael imperialism has no sustainable future.

The decision in May 2010 of the N&moliferation Treaty (NPT) review conference called for a
nuclear-free Middle East. This development exposes the pure hypocrisy of thisraks

OF YLI ATy F3IFLAyald LNIyQa ysdéiefpdteNihd MNHE SoNteraficeT 2 NJ L
for nuclearfree Middle East, even while its sponsor the United States was fdetgn the

conference document.
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45 Conclusion

Already a component of the global human rights and peace movements, the mushrooming
Global BDS movement should now seek convergence with the newly emerging climate security
movement growing out of the histore 2 NI R t S2LJ SQ&a /2y FSNByOS 2y
Rights of Mother Earth, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia. Likewise we should encourage leaders and
activists in the climate security, antiar, and environmental and ecological justice movements

to support theglobal BDS movement. We have a common challenge that requires broad unity.
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The Carmel Wildfires Burning all Illusions in Israel

5. The Carmel Wildfire is Burning all lllusions in Israel
Max Blumenthal

"When | look out my window today and see a tree standing there, that tree gives
me a greater sense of beauty and personal delight than al/#s¢ forests | have
seen in Switzerland or Scandinavia. Because every tree here was planted by us."
-- David Ben Gurion, Memoirs

"Why are there so many Arabs here? Why didn't you chase them away?"
-- David Ben Gurion during a visit to Nazareth, July 1948

Four days after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced plans to place thousands
of migrant workers in a prison camp deep in the Negev Desert because, as he claimed, they
pose a "threat to the character of [the] country,” a burning tree trudek into a bus full of

Israeli Prison Service cadets, killing forty passengers. The tree was among hundreds of
thousands turned to ash by the forest fire pouring across northern Israel, and which now
threatens to engulf outskirts of Haifa, Israel's thiedgest city. Over the last four days, more
than 12,300 acres have burned in the Mount Carmel area, a devastating swath of destruction in
a country the size of New Jersey. While the cause of the fire has not been established, it has laid
bare the myths ofsrael's foundation.

Israelis are treating the fire as one of their greatest tragedies in recent years. A friend who grew
up in the Haifa area told me over the weekend that he was devastated by the images of
destruction he saw on TV. His friend's brotheas among those who perished in the bus
accident. Though he is a dedicated Zionist who supported Netanyahu's election bid in 2008, like
so many lIsraelis, he was furious at the responser lack of one- by the government. "Our
leaders are complete idis, but you already know that," he told me. "They invested so much to
prepare for all kinds of crazy war scenarios but didn't do anything to protect civilians from the
basic things you are supposed to take for granted.”

On 3 December, Netanyahu informduketcountry, "We do not have what it takes to put out the

fire, but help is on the way." To beat back the blaze, Bibi has had to beg for assistance from his
counterpart in Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Wediaoked Palestinian Authority and
Israel's Anerican and British patrons. Israel is a wealthy country which boasts to the world
about its innovative spirit- its USbased lobbyists market it as a "Statp Nation"-- but its
performance during the forest fire revealed the sad truth: its governmeas Iprioritized
offensive military capacity and occupation maintenance so extensively that it has completely
neglected the country's infrastructure, emergency preparedness and most of all, the general
welfare of its citizens.

Beyond the embarrassing specta of Turkish supply planes landing in Tel Aviv just six months

after Israeli commandoes massacred Turkish aid volunteers on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla, or the
confessions of impotence by the handen Netanyahu and Avigdor Lieberman, the fire exposed
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a terrible history that had been concealed by layers of official mythology and piles of fallen pine
needles.

5.1 "There are no facts"

Among the towns that have been evacuated is Ein Hod, a bohemian artists' colony nestled in
the hills to the north and east of Haif This is not the first time Ein Hod was evacuated,
however. The first time was in 1948, when the town's original Palestinian inhabitants were
driven from their homes by a manmade disaster known as the Nakba.

Most of the original inhabitants of Ein Hoathich was called Ayn Hawd prior to the expulsions

of '48, and was continuously populated since the 12th century, were expelled to refugee camps
in Jordan and Jenin in the West Bank. But a small and exceptionally resilient band of residents
fled to the hilk, set up a makeshift camp and watched as Jewish foreigners moved into their
homes.

In 1953, a Romanian Dadaist sculptor named Marcel Janco convinced the army not to bulldoze
Ein Hod as it did the scores of nearby Palestinian towns it had ethnicallysetedine years

prior. He proposed establishing an art commune to generate tourism and contribute to the
culture of Zionism. Today, the rustic stone homes that once belonged to Palestinians are quaint
artist studios, while the village mosque has been coteelinto an airy bar called Bonanza.
Visitors to the town are greeted at the entrance by Benjamin Levy's "The Modest Couple in a
Sardine Can," a sculpture depicting a nude woman and a suited gentleman in a sardine can,
which was unveiled by Israeli Presil&himon Peres in 2001.

After the catastrophe of 1948, the original Palestinians of Ayn Hawd set up their own village
three kilometers away from what is today known as Ein Hod. For decades the villagers resisted
attempts to dispossess them and were sumoled by a fence during the 1970s to prevent
them from expanding according to natural growth. But they finally won official recognition in
2005. This meant that for the first time since the establishment of Israel they could receive
electricity and trash exvice. Meanwhile, more than forty other Palestinian villages inside Israel
remain "unrecognized." The 80,000 or so residents of the villages, which lay mostly in the
Negev desert, are tagaying citizens of Israel. However, they have few rights; theirdsoare
routinely demolished to make way for Jewish settlements and they are deprived of basic
services.

| visited both Ein Hod and Ayn Hawd in June. When the residents of the Jewish village Ein Hod
saw me filming, they reacted with a mixture of suspicamd hostility. "I know what you're
doing!" an elderly woman sneered at me, insisting that | not film her. Inside the bar, | asked
patrons if the place was in fact a converted mosque. "Yeah, but that's how all of Israel is,” a
woman from a nearby kibbutz kd me as she sipped on a beer. "This whole country is built on
top of Arab villages. So maybe it's best to let bygones be bygones.”
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| provoked another annoyed reaction when | began filming a tour guide leading a group of
elderly Israelis around the villag Speaking in Hebrew, the guide told the tourists as she took
them through the art studios that they were inside "third generation housedbrget the
Arabs who lived in them for hundreds of years. In the studios | noticed that much of the art
being praluced was Judaica kitsch for sale to foreign touristgeneric shtetl scenes from the
long lost, distant world immortalized in films like Fiddler on the Roof.

Later, before taking her group to the town's Hurdy Gurdy museum, the guide mentioned a
"welcoming committee” that vetted potential residents. Presumably this was how Ein Hod kept

the pesky Arabs down the road from returning home. That and the Absentee Property Law of
1950 which placed all "abandoned" Arab property in the hands of the Jewish Nafiond and

the Israeli Land Administration, a provision that consolidated what the exiled Palestinian

member of the Israeli parliament Azmi Bishara called "the largest armed robbery in history."

During a break, the tour guide pulled me aside and demartddchow who | was. It was clear

the villagers had grown wary of curious outsiders. Introducing herself as Shuli Linda Yarkon, a
PhD candidate at Tel Aviv University, the tour guide told me she the leading authority on Ein
Hod. She said | had to allow her teview all the footage | shot. She claimed that this would
ensure that | not mistranslate words she used like kibbush, a Hebrew term that means
"conquest" but is commonly used to refer to the occupation of Palestine.

"So what about the conquest you meomned?" | asked her. "Why didn't you tell the tourists
who lived in the houses before 1948?" Visibly irritated, Yarkon remarked, "I've concluded after
years of research that there are really no facts when you discuss this issue. There are only
narratives."She assured me that Ein Hod's Jewish population maintained excellent relations
with the expelled residents: "Go ask them. They will tell you how they feel."

So | did. After following a winding dirt road around a hillside for several kilometers, | wdes ins
Ayn Hawd, the Palestinian village. There was no installation art here, just ramshackle houses,
dirt roads, a mosque with a tall minaret and lots of kids playing in the streets. Almost
immediately some of the town's residents appeared from their honwegreet me. Abu aHisa
Moein, a village council member and schoolteacher, invited me to spend the rest of the
afternoon with his family on a patio beside his home, which appeared newer and more stately
than those of his neighbors. He told me his ances&rrived in the village more than 700 years
ago from what is now Iraq. His relatives who were expelled to Jenin in 1948 told him they
would be too angry to even lay eyes their former homes with the new occupants inside. When |
mentioned the bar built intahe old mosque, Moein shook his head in disgust. "It's very bad.
It's an insult,” he said.

Moein took me inside his home for a tour, showing me the spacious, immaculately clean parlor
and the picture window with a sweeping view of the valley below. Helhald the whole place,

he said with pride. Down a hall, his-§8arold daughter, Ansam, was reclining on the floor of

her room reading John Knowles' classic bildungsroman, A Separate Peace. She leapt to
attention when | entered and spent the next ten rates showing me her library of literature.
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With night setting in, Moein and his family took me back on the patio. There, he unfurled a map
of Mandateera Palestine and ran his fingers over the names of scores of villages destroyed on
the coast between Jadfand Haifa by Zionist forces in 1948. He pointed to towns like Kafr Saba,
Qaqun, alTira and Tantura, the site of a horrific massacre of unarmed Palestinian prisoners on
the beach just one month after the Deir Yassin massacre. Moein was a history telgher,
Israel had forbidden him from discussing these events in his classroom, and is in the process of
criminalizing any public observance of them.

As darkness blanketed the hills, | realized that | had lost track of time. | told Moein that |

needed to geback to Tel Aviv. With that, his wife rushed into the house and gathered a bundle

of grapes she had picked from a tree in the family's yard, packing it for me in some tupperware
from their kitchen. Then Moein walked me to my car and hugged me goodbye.

5.2 Realeeming the land

By now, both Ein Hod and Ayn Hawd are nearly empty. Most of their residents have fled for
safer ground while the thousands of pine trees planted to provide Ein Hod's artists with a sense
of solitude are reduced to ash. As the trees buhe fire exposes another dimension of Israel's
foundation that it has attempted to bury.

The pine trees themselves were instruments of concealment, strategically planted by the
Jewish National Fund (JNF) on the sites of the hundreds of Palestinian vili@g&sonist
militias evacuated and destroyed in 1948. With forests sprouting up where towns once stood,
those who had been expelled would have nothing to come back to. Meanwhile, to outsiders
beholding the strangely Alpine landscape of northern Israelttier first time, it seemed as
though the Palestinians had never existed. And that was exactly the impression the JNF
intended to create. The practice that David Ben Gurion and other prominent Zionists referred
to as "redeeming the land" was in fact theiniate form of greenwashing.

Described by Israeli historian llan Pappe as "the quintessential Zionist colonialist,” the first
director of the JNF, Yossef Weitz, was a ruthless ideologue who helped orchestrate the mass
expulsion of Palestinians in 1948. \Wemotoriously declared "It must be clear that there is no
room in the country for both peoples ... If the Arabs leave it, the country will become wide and
spacious for us ... The only solution is a Land of Israel ... without Arabs ... There is no teay but
transfer the Arabs from here to the neighboring countries, to transfer all of them, save perhaps
for [the Palestinian Arabs of] Bethlehem, Nazareth and the old Jerusalem. Not one village must
be left, not one tribe."

After Weitz's wishes were fulfilledhe JNF planted hundreds of thousands of trees over freshly
destroyed Palestinian villages likeTata, helping to establish the Carmel National Park. An area
on the south slope of Mount Carmel so closely resembled the landscape of the Swiss Alps that i
was nicknamed "Little Switzerland." Of course, the nonindigenous trees of the JNF were poorly
suited to the environment in Palestine. Most of the saplings the JNF plants at a site near
Jerusalem simply do not survive, and require frequent replantingwiblsre, needles from the
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pine trees have killed native plant species and wreaked havoc on the ecosystem. And as we
have seen with the Carmel wildfire, the JNF's trees go up like tinder in the dry heat.

But it seems that nothing can stop the JNF's drivégeen” the land. Even in the parched
Negev desert, the JNF is advancing plans to plant one million trees in a plot called "GOD TV
Forest." To accomplish the highly unusual feat of foresting a desert, the Israel Land
Administration has ordered the expudsi of the Bedouin unrecognized village ofAahqib,

home to hundreds of Israeli citizens who have lived in the area for more than 100 years and
who have served in the army's frontline tracker units.

The Israeli government has tried time and again to dothe people of aAragib into an
American Indian reservatiestyle "development town," but they have refused. The village has
been razed to the ground by bulldozers on eight occasions, but each time the residents have
rebuilt their homes, hoping to outlas ruthless campaign to destroy their way of life.

What about the strange name for the proposed forest? It is a reference to GOD TV, a radical
right-wing evangelical Christian broadcasting network that hosts 4aétbed fraudsters like
Creflo Dollar andapture-ready fanatics like Rory and Wendy Alec.

And why is GOD TV bankrolling the JNF's ethnic cleansing campaign in the Negev desert?
According to its website, "GOD TV is planting over ONE MILLION TREES across the Holy Land as
a miraculous sign to Isrband to the world that Jesus is coming soon."

In his 1970 short fiction story "Facing the Forest," the famed Israeli author A.B. Yehoshua
portrayed a mute Palestinian forest watchman who burns down a JNF forest to reveal the
hidden ruins of his former Nage. Forty years later, as the JNF forests around Mount Carmel
burn, rightwing Israeli lawmakers have demanded a search for the Arab who must have
sparked the blaze, even though there is no firm evidence about the cause of the fire. Michael
Ben Ari, arextremist Member of Knesset from the National Union Party, called for "the whole
Shin Bet'- Israel's domestic intelligence ageneyo be mobilized to investigate what the right

wing media outlet Arutz Sheva said "may turn out to be the worst terroackitin Israel's
history."

©2000-2014 electronicintifada.net, where it previously appeared, and reprinted by permission
of the author.
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6. The Denied Inheritance: Palestinian Land Ownership in Beer Sheba
Salman Abu Sitta
Founder and President, Palestine Land Society, London
Paper presented to the International Fact Finding Mission
Initiated by RCUV, Beer Sheba

Father ~ This land was Araland before you are born. The fields and villages were theirs. But
you do not see many of them now. There are only flourishing Jewish colonies where
GKSe dzaSR (G2 060SX 0SO0lIdzaS + ANBFEG YANY Of S KI LILIS

Daughter; How can one take land which belongsgomeone else, cultivating that land and
living off it?

T There is nothing difficult about that. All you need is force. Once you have power you
can.
But is there no law? Are there no courts in Israel?
Of course there are. But they only held up neat very briefly. The Arabs did go to
our courts and asked for their land back from those who stole it. And the judges
decided that yes, the Arabs are the legal owners of the fields they have tilled for
generations.
T Well then, if that is the decision af K S 2 dzR 3 S & Xabidirfg ndtionS | f | &
T No, my dear, it is not quite like that. If the law decides against the thief, and the
thief is very powerful, then he makes another law supporting his view.

The father is Ma'ariv founder and first editor, Disrael Carlebach. This exchange
was published in Ma'ariv, 25th December 1953.

6.1 INTRODUCTION

6.1.1 The Original Sin

It is impossible to examine the Palestinian land ownership in Israel outside the context of the
general Palestindsrael conflict. This questiors inot a domestic, municipal or local dispute,
common in other countries. This is an integral component of the Zionist invasion of Palestine in
1948 which was preceded by massive Jewish immigration to Palestine under the British
Mandate.

While the Alliedpowers promised the Arabs their freedom and independence after they
together defeat the Turkish domination in WWI, they secretly conspired to divide Arab
countries between them. One result of this conspiracy had a lasting devastating effect.

The coloniaklliance between the British and the Zionists gave birth to Balfour Declatation
which Britain promised to "view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home
for the Jewish people"; a home, not a state; in, not of Palestine.

Under the British umbrella, the Zionists managed to bring in to Palestine legal and illegal

immigrants and to form, train and equip an army of 65,0000,000 soldiers (20% of Jewish
community), in 1948/49 led by officers of WWII experiefice.
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Although the Jews omed only 5.5% of Palestine under the umbrella of British protection, they
managed to occupy by military force 78% of Palestine in 1948, on which the state of Israel was
established.

That was the largest, planned, comprehensive and still continuous (&8s yater) ethnic
cleansing operation in modern history. As a result, 675 Palestinian towns and villages were
totally depopulated. Its inhabitants are still homeless and are refugees till this day. Israel was
declared on this part of Palestine (78%), ofieth93% is Palestinian laidn 1967, Israel
conquered what is left of Palestine in the West Bank and Gaza and parts of Egypt, Syria and
later Lebanon.

6.1.2 The Master Plan

Today 70% of all Palestinians (10.6 million in 2008) are refugees expelled frorhdhwes in
Palestine in what is Israel today. If we add those displaced in 1967, fully 81% of all Palestinians
are removed from their homes and not allowed to return. The remainder of Palestinians lives
under brutal and discriminatory Israeli rule.

Thata foreign immigrant minority descends upon a natural majority of a country, armed by a
pre-meditated plan, supported by Western colonial powers through providing arms, money and
political backing, dispossesses its people, empties its land, erases itegbheysd historical
landscape is unprecedented in history. No wonder it has been the cause of continuous wars
since its inception. This is the longest war (92 years and counting) against a defenseless people.

The Zionist master plan of ethnic cleansingiagt Palestinians has three objectives:
1. The land: To conquer it, confiscate it and deny its original ownership.
2. The people: To kill them in massacres, to expel them, to chase them in exile or to make
their life unbearable under occupation or siege nder to force them to leave.
3. The identity: To erase physical signs of Palestinian presence (destruction of villages,
monuments, holy sites), to change maps and delete Arabic names and replace them
with Hebrew names, and to erase their mention in histong geography books.

In spite of these great odds, the Palestinians are still here and resisting. They obviously did not
disappear. Thus we have a strange stalemate of asymmetrical war between Palestine and Israel.
Neither did win squarely. The battle lstiages on.

6.1.3 The Role of the Law
The legal effort to pursue the restoration of Palestinian rights would have to use (i) Israeli Law
and (i) International Law.

The Israeli law is the law of the conqueror to deprive the vanquished of his rights. firesjd
a major obstacle in appealing to a law which is designed, through a pdegdoweb of law
formulation, to confiscate the property of the Palestinians. This formulation has the double
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objective of taking Palestinian land and making them homelesshey may eventually leave.

Even when a court decision repeatedly affirmed the right of the Palestinians who are Israeli
OAGAT Syazr &adzOK a Ay LINARG FYyR . ANRAYZ (2 NBI
the enforcement of this decisionrsie 1951.

Take the celebrated case of the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) given

on 9th July 2004 and endorsed by the UN General Assembly. It stated that the West Bank and
DFTF TNB a200dzLIJA SR (S NINM-Gf 2 NISA éa A YERS Tl KD T iyKRS
and compensation be paid to Palestinian farmers. The Israeli High Court of Justice did not
recognize this Advisory Opinion of the highest court in the world, and merely yielded to

petitions to slightly change the2cdzZNE S 2F (GKS 21 ff G2 WIHffSOAIGSQ

While the pursuit of rights through Israeli courts is still necessary, to keep up the pressure and
to expose the injustice to the world, it will not create tangible results and may givéatee
impression of procedural justice being pursued.

The international law, in the form of several dozens of UN General Assembly and Security
Council resolutions, has already confirmed the Palestinian right to repossess their lands and to
return to their homes over 130 times in 62 years. A resolution of particular importance to

LINE LISNIieé FFFANYVSR NB3IdzA I NI & A&z F2N SEF YLX S
LINRLISNII @ YR GKSANI NB@SydzSa¢ 2F mn 5SOSYOSNI wm

1 Requests the Secretageneral to take all appropriate steps, in consultation with the
United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine, for the protection of Arab
property, assets and property rights in Israel and to preserve and modernize the existing
records of the Commisgm,

9 Calls upon all the parties concerned to provide the SecreBageral with any pertinent
information in their possession concerning Arab property, assets and property rights in
Israel that would assist him in the implementation of the present resohjt

This resolution and others like it affirmed also the entitlement of Palestinians to the revenues
from their property since 1948.

The problem of course is that Western colonial powers, which created Israel in the first place,
blocked any implement&on of these resolutions and vetoed any resolution which called for
LANY St Qa alyOiAzyao

No resolution is spared from Western blocking, including the Humanitarian Law based on the
4th Geneva Convention. It will be recalled that no serious action was taggainst Israel for its
recent massacres and destruction in Gaza in December-2ad8ary 2009. Many of the victims

are refugees from Beer Sheba.
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When it comes to expanding or threatening Western colonial interest anywhere in the world,
the UN resolutins, even those of doubtful legality, have been hastily enforced by Nato forces,
such as in Iraq, Bosnia, Kuwait, and Afghanistan, to name a few.

6.1.4 The Voice of Justice

| 26 SOSNI I ySé 62NIR FT2NOS Aa y2¢ INRPoguseId ¢ KN
of internet and its derivatives, and the immediate dispatch of news through satellite stations,

facts cannot be easily hidden and injustices are frequently exposed. This put a partial lid on

Israeli government propaganda and myth propagation whichehlagen the staple of Zionist
effort feeding western audience for decades.

A further manifestation of this new force is the growing impact of Boycott, Disinvestment and
Sanctions (BDS) campaign to which many European and few American universities asd unio
KIS NBaLRyRSR LRaAAGAGStEe@d ! AAYATI N OF YLI A3
policy, which helped to dismantle the system.

The road to justice is not easy but it must be taken. For silence is complicity in crime. In our
world today, a cme, complicity in it or the failure to stop it by any means available, will not
escape notice and perpetrators will be brought to justice however long it takes.

6.2 THE OTTOMAN PERIOD

6.2.1 Islamic Law

It is ironic that a Palestinian has to prove his origins, didenand property in Palestine to a

Polish or Latvian Jew who arrived to the shores of Palestine in the middle of the night from a
AYdZA3f SNDa aKALD ¢KIG A& gKIFIG A& NBIljdZANBR 27
themselves; they are beyond disie.

hgySNEKALI 2F fFyR Ay Latly NBada dzZ GAYFGSte& ¢
Caliph Omar | (63444) acted upon this principle, although the principle of communal
ownership for the benefit of the whole people was known in Byzan8gea and Egypt. The

Ottomans adopted and developed the same Islamic principle into a refined set of state laws.

In the words of Halil Inalcik, an authority on Ottoman history,

G¢KS dzy RSNI@Ay3a | NRHdzYSya Ffglea thela GKFEG &
imam as His trustee, who represented the Islamic community, it was his duty to
see that such lands were administered in the way that would best serve the
AYyiSNBada 2F GKS O2YYdzyAdGeé FyR LatlkFYAO adal

The principle was applied in a twar system: (1yakaba ownership rested with the Caliph,

imam, Sultan or state, (4) I & | NNXzT Gsufrict. YVRile @e first was always held by the
state, the second was granted to a member(s) of the communifly, Q ik @ manner close to
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independentownership in that the land in question may be inherited. Most of the land, over
90% of arable land in the Ottoman Empire, was considered state tami. (The rest had been
removed from this domain by a special dispensation from the Sultan. The undeaiymwas to

put all land for the use of the community as cultivators of the land and a source of income tax
for the general benefit ol umma Accordingly, foreigners were not allowed to own land. Late
in the nineteenth century, under intense Europearegsure, the Ottoman laws restricting the
sale of land to noMuslims were relaxed. But these sales were insignificant.

For over 14 centuries, the land was cultivated under these Islamic rules. Beer Sheba land was no
exception. It was cultivated where paible according to rainfall and taxes were paid. There was no
guestion that such land was notewat

6.2.2 Ottoman Tax Register of 1596

We have one of the earliest Ottoman documents to prove this, namely Daftgfiassel of 1596,

one of the earliest Ottoman TaRegisters. Table 1 shows sites in Beer ShebaD&uitict which

grew wheat, barley and summer crops (e.g. maize, melon) and paid taxes accordingly. The
remarkable fact is that the names of these sites are the still same until 1948, before the ethnic
cleansng of Palestine. The value of tax of these sites is the same or sometimes longer than a typical
Gaza coastal village.

S.No. |Reference Hag:glirs\l;?% Coordinates PGR Land Owners pre 1948 &?gfs:;:;::z:;:; Wheat (Ocga) (g:;l:’y Sun}g\:;a(;wps
Col. 1 Col. 3 Col. 5 Col. 11 Col. 14 Col. 15 Col. 16
1 P 275 Ma'in 093-082 Ma'in Abu-Sitta, Ghawali, Terabin 80 1250 4200 1450
2 245 Nakhrur 095.097 Abu K h, Ghawali Terabin 69 5000 2100 474
3 M22 Kh. Sha'arta 117-106 Abu Thabet, Jubarat 6 3740 1820 480
R} Z54 Kh. Ju'atheni 116-093 Galazin, Beni Ukba, Bdinat, Tayaha 43 6250 2940 2184
5 P 292 Jadida 124100 Al Walayda, Jubarat 12 4750 1260
6 P 293 Kh. Ajlan 123-108 Abu Rawwa', Jubarat 10 750 840
7 759 Kh, Furt/ Furatiya 131111 Al-Ra'i, Abul Udous, Jubarat 22 1250 1120 500
8 Z74 Sihan 105-095 Al Wuheidat.Tarabin 1 3500 4200 528
9 78 Idra 113.088 Al-Sani, Qudeirat, Tayaha 59 2500 1400 1500
10 2120 Al Baha 110.093 Franji, Tayaha 15 1000 980
1 Z121 Rasm Al Gharbi 108.093 Atawneh, Tayaha 35 2500 560 1000
12 2122 Rasm Al Sharqi 109-093 Atawneh, Tayaha 43 3750 1680 2085
13 Z127 Salga 094.085 Abu Mugheisib, Terabin 63 2500 4200 1700
14 Z130 Umm Al Kais 120-109 Bin Rafi’, Jubarat 44 1000 280 400
15 2154 Tel Jamma 098-088 Al Zray'il, Terabin and Hanajera 32 2500 2660 180
16 Z114 Barjaliya 097-095 Al idat.Tarabin 12 500 700 480
17 Z180 Kh. Ammoudiya 122-094 Beli, Atawneh, Tayaha 16 2500 1400 500
18 Z99 Suq Mazin 090.086 Al Smeeri, Hanajira 19 1000 980 1620
19 Mme Urhap'Ta!ﬂaytf various Tayaha
Bani ‘Attiyya

20 m7 Ulb;ﬂ':\:%‘:’:y" various Tayaha
21 ms ‘Urban Bani Hutaym) various Jubarat
22 Mo 'Urban Bani Sawalima various Jubarat
23 M10 ‘Urban Jaram Terabin
24 M21 Burayr 115108 Just east of Burayr: Abu Thabet, Jubarat 210 9000 12600 4070
26 2194 Abasan 087-081 Just east: i,Naj Terabin 28 2500 6300 1000
27 Z199 Muharraga 113.097 Just east: Abu Shunnar, Beni Okbeh, Tayaha 83 6000 2100 356
25| 2z Bayt Jija giody  [PRRaSHbDistil ;’z’l‘;’lge for comparison 85 7500 4200 6300

Notes:

1. The above are seiected stes in Beer Sheba Sub-District which had been identified in 1596 Register. Other listed sites in the same district were not identified because of Turkish speling

2. Sites in Gaza Sub-District (of Gaza District) were no ed in this table except one for comarison

2. The Ottoman Tax Register ksted all aboys 1.2) under "Liwa Gazzen", roughly equivalent to lMandate Gaza District

Qi f'Urban (Tribes) of Jaram, Beni Ata, Beni Htaim, Beni Sawalma in Liwa Gazzeh are without defined location
ers refer to onginal Register, Columns 14, 15, 16 give Tax Assessment for agricutural produce of cultivated land n Ocgas
4. PGR = Palestine Grid Reference.
Source: W.D Hulteroth, Kamal Abdulfattaly, Histoncal Geography of Paiestne, Transjordan and Southern Syria in the Late 16th Century, Erlangen: Erianger Geographisctie Arbeten, 1977

Table 1: Beer Sheba Villages/Tribes cited in thafteri-MufassalTax Register of 1596
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6.2.3 Turkish Land Registration

At no time, whether before the

promulgation of the Ottoman Land -
Code of 1858 or after, did the Turk] -
land ownership of-

challenge the
Palestinians in Beer Sheba.

Three hundred years after the Dafteri
Mufassel, at about the end of the 19th
century, we have further confirmain

that the  Turkish authorities
recognized the land ownership in Bee
Sheba.

On 4 May 1891, upon orders from thg
Ministry of Interior in Istanbul, the
Gaza District Council (which the Britis
split into two subdistricts: Gaza and
Beer Sheba for the samegion: Bilad
DITTSKO RSOARSR
lands in the Gaza District of Jerusale

Mutassarefiyat and cultivated by
WdzZNB Iy O60NRO6SaL
(tapu) since absence of thig

registration may cause conflict ang
inter-FAIKGAYy 3¢ @

The council ent a fivemember
committee of notables together with
2FFAOAL € addzNpSe 2
NEO2NR (KS I YR&

officials sent by the Mutassarefiya
delineated 5 million dunums out of -
lands exceeding 10 million dunums [q |

the District] amongts ancient holders
with the approval of the Specia

Military  Committee. Then the
approval of the sheikhs wag
2001 AYSR®E ¢ KS

goes on to say that 3 survey officer
were needed to plot demarcation
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Theboundaries of individual ownership o
the land in most of Palestine, includin
Beer Sheba, was known an
FOly26f SRISR o6& [ df
Ff WIRFOD®

The principle is of course well known. Orj
RSTAYAGAZ2Y AayY afl
precedent and aaptance as distinct
FTNRBY Ay aiAindehek oy, it
is an observed legal practice and th
relevant actors consider it to be law.

6.2.4 Sharia Court in Jerusalem

On this basis tracts of land were bough
sold, inherited and taxes paid for. Th
town dte of Beer Sheba itself wag
G LJZNOKF aSRex y2i
Mohamadiyeen, Azazema, in 1900. If th
land wasmewat or state land, this would| «
not be needed.
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A proof of thi? may be four.\d in tWCEigure 2. Power of Attorney regarding Abu Sdeir Lam
documents registered at Sharia Court Beer Sheba in the Ottoman Period

Jerusalem, inhte period 19061910. The

first of these two documents deals with appointing a power of attorney to do the transaction of
the ownership of a tract of land in Abu Sdeir (PGR-A21y 0 G ¢ K23aS 02 NRSNR

requiring no description or delimitatonaswdlly 2 gy 2 Fffté¢3> | yR GKS &S
[j

(PGR1lenTy 0 G2dzRISR 0o

— N

@ S5Aa0GNROG [/ 2dzyOAf G2 068

are deep into Beer Sheba district and roughly correspond to sites in the 1596 Tax R&gister.
Figs. 2, 3(For locationseeFig. 7which follows.)
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Figure 3. Power of Attorney regarding Khirbet Imleih Land in Beer Sheba in the Ottoman P
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6.2.5 EgyptiargTurkish Documents

Palestine, a Turkish Dominion, was threatened by British invasion from Egypt which British
forces occupied in 1882. In 1906, the Administrative Line Agreement between Egypt and
Palestine wa signed, limiting access between the two countries. This line annexed Palestinian
land to Sinai, under the pressure of British aoat diplomacySee Fig. 4
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Notes: The land of Palestin
ian tribes extended into
Egypt. Cultivation was de
veloped around water re-
sources. In Beer Sheba
proper and annexed land in
Sinai, the inhabitants bought
and sold their land and paid
tax to the Qaimmagam of
Beer Sheba who also solved
disputes about land owner
ship. The 1906 Administra
tive Line Agreement re
spected all these rights in
Art. 6, 8.

The Turks presented proof
to the Britishled Egyptian
government that the tribes
of Beer Sheba W dzNdaid y
taxes to the Qaimmagam
of Beer Sheba, in order to
prove that this territory
and land ownership in it
belong to its imabitants in
Palestine, not Egypt.

In the following 10 years,
the British threat to Pales
tine became ominous. The
Turks mended fences with
Palestinian citizens in Beer
Sheba. They bestowed
honours on the Sheikhs
(see Fig. pand sought and
obtained ther support in
the Turkish campaign on
Suez Canal in 1914/1915.
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Thus it may be concluded that during the Ottoman period (1§1IP17), land ownership in Beer
Sheba was recognized, its boundaries were known as per Custom Law; land was purchased and sold
by individual owners; citizens paid taxes. There was never any ruling that their land, where they
lived, wasmewat

. -

Figure 5. Akram Bey, Jerusalenutassarefhonours Beer Sheba Sheikhs, 190808.

The Turkish authorities embarked on a plan to survey Beer Sheba in detail, but the British
threat from Egypt, culminating in the 1906 Admindive Line Agreement and finally WWI
aborted these plans.

No authority challenged this concept from time immemorial, except Israel.

6.2.6 The European Return

The European rdiscovery of the Holy Land confirmed this state of affairs.

When Napoleon venturednto Palestine in 1801, his seventine savants left us the
encyclopedi@y [ I 5 S a ONXR LIiwhighyincliRi8d afdedeied delsaiifign of Arab clans all

GKS gl& FTNBY /FANR (2 51 YlFIa0Odza® Ly LI NItA Odz | N
of clans in southern Palestine, their number, their homelands and the number of their cavalry.

Although Arab scholars wrote about Palestinian clans from the 10th century, and particularly
through the description oDar al Haj al Masri and al ShanNapleon record is probably the
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first modern European record of the inhabitants of Beer Sheba and Gaza. It was then called
Gaza CountnyBilad GhazzehGaza being the capital of the southern half of Palestine.

The nineteenth century in Palestine was inabiy recorded by European travelers, priests,
spies and soldiers.

The reverend W. M. Thompson who visited the area, from Majdal in the north to Wadi
DKFETTSKEZ Ay !'LINAf wmypcs TEeHE laddYie Boblky 6 KE¥ KISY
scanned the horizondwheat, wheat, an ocean of wheaid@ust before the First World War,

Gaza port was crowded with vessels carrying wheat for export. Beer Sheba was truly the bread
basket of Palestine.

The head of the British Geological mission to Palestine, Hull, olskerviE883 when he visited

0 KS [ITheSektent ofithe ground hefeear Beer Sheba towrdultivated, as well as on the

way to Gaza, is immense and the crops of wheat, barley and maize vastly exceed the
NB Ij dzA NBY Sy (& 2 He tHolgl thé Jeritalyzfodked Aike goéithern Italy.

In 1863, Victor Guerin, the French scholar who wrote 7 volumes and drew maps of all Palestine,
observed the land ownership of each clan in Beer Sheba. On crossing the territory, he was
challenged by each clan upon entegitheir land°

But it was not until late 19th century and early twentieth when serious scholars and
professional spies mapped and recorded the territory in greater detail. We have the
voluminous work of the Austria@zech scholar, Alois Musil, unoffliathe spy for the

Hapsburg Empire, who documented the names, numbers and the lands for all clans, including
those in Sinai, Syria and Hefddlot to be outdone, the Germans sent their spy, the scholar,

Baron Max von Oppenheim to do the safieThe Frenchsent their local spy, who lived in
WSNHza | £ SYS CIFUKSNIJ WHdzaaSy 2F €Q902tS . Ao6f Al dzs
vying for a piece of the Ottoman cake.

It is ironic that the late comers were the winners. The British, who were stationgdyipt since

MYyyHZ 2yfe& | NegdeBR oaldzNIISENRG UKSNRY F2NBA Iy (2
The British officersurveyor, Newcombe, a man who rose to prominence in the delimitation of

the boundary between Palestine, Syria and Lebanon, prodicgd SE OSt f NegelD YILI 2 1
1914,13WhiCh was the main source of information for Allenby in his Campaign into Palestine in

1917.

We cannot fail to mention the huge documentary work in 26 maps and 10 volumes of Palestine
Exploration Fund, which startead 1871 and lasted 8 years, 4 years in the field and 4 years of
writing in London. But the survey covered only one third of Beer Sheba district. It stopped at
Wadi Ghazzeh in the soutfYet it showed the names and lands of the tribes.
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We mention all tlese records to dispel the myth created by the Zionists to justify the
confiscation of Beer Sheba land on the pretext that this land had no owners and that it was
barren, fit only for the Zionists to acquire and develop.

6.3 THE MANDATE PERIOD

6.3.1 Before the Stom

Beer Sheba Swubistrict, as delineated by Palestine Government of Palestine, is the largest district
of Palestine, at 12,577,000 dunums, or 62% of Israel today. The southern half of the district, south
of 31 N, has rainfall of less than 100 mm/year, hence sustained agriculture is minimal. Apart from
grazing, this southern half is rich in minerals and archeological sites dating back to the fourth
century A.D. But the northern half is fertile. It is where 9&P%population used to live and cultivate

their land extensively. Only 5% live on grazing. The population of Beer Sheba district was about
675,000 in 1998. Israeli population

estimates are considerably lowe
because they erroneously use th
1931 census figes, not upgraded to
1948. They also do not correct th
1931 figures for underestimation o
females or absence of figures fo
some tribes.

The British Mandate governmen \ 5
listed 77 official clans (ashirag /
grouped into 7 major tribes, in 5
addition to Beer Sheba town and /
about a dozen settlements arounc \
police stations. The major tribes ar
listed inTable 2in their homeland pre
1948 and after al Nakba in 1998. The

cultivated land and rainfall are showi
in Table 3

Fig. 6shows the land holding of tritse \ |
pre-1948. Gisadd \ A
skl 50 Bl——a %

Notes: This map is based on Aref-A
Aref, History of Beer Sheba Tribes
n.p., ca 1940 and on Survey o
Palestine 1:100,000 sheets. Arefwa| ..,

the Qaimmagam of Beer Sheba|

Circles show location of tribes anc
their lands. Figure 6. Lands of Beer Sheba Tribes until 19:

59



JNF eBook Vol. 4

DL | PP BN B SN | JPE-SI P BPS- D | VN )
1 P R I e U PR PR PR = b=y a3 | Eaass =
e 2 == ettt ls,_g |._.\_..,sli.u_,...l Sagal || Satiatl [cgsaay [P [T Ran

oo g BF

Nl 5531

3570 5. OBS
8553 12.4'.'77'.
4. 84s 52383
2783 ©.328

200,600

7150 aare 5994
24 2.037 2092 3738

574 2.246 2953 8508

| =7 1.075 2318 2199
&5 2,025 2797 B,308.

= 4344 4688 7.855

S
341
35
| 36
37
38
'39{Tayasha |Deni Okbeh Dmploced
40|Taysha  |Atawneh | Dispiaced within lsrael 161 2,715
1T Rawashdeh 31 1,041
az|Taysha | Rt 70-Oct-48 Balqa, Jordan 576 =06
| 43| Tayaha  |Urour 1,245
44Toyshs | GabazinTayaha| == s
| 45|Tayahs | Jansbd Z. 5
46 | Tayaha Sataty
Othors ’ ==
| Total Tyl 3
47|Haraireh [AbuMiddain |22 Dec 48 Gaza Strip =
) N 2.0 : 7
4893
| 50
F=g: a
51 i
53
54 ©
R o
56
o : -
EJE
60 —
51 15
82 —
| 63
19 55626
4
55 i0 EEXIT
EXE
2 —— i
3
69
70
71
2 _—
= 4
205 37
3.300 | 10
74 g
[7slss
76 n 3
77| San Rawmtheh  |lo 1954 Mo, Jocdsn =
=3 Others —— -
[Tolnl Seickyeen _ s X
- 5§ = -
Beer Shaba tov PEl== | moe3 | 15501 | 22 42244
otal Boor Sheba SO ax Howat a7,505 | 1ssnan| en

Table 2. Beer Sheba Population in 1948, 1998

60



The Denied Inheritance: Palestinian Land Ownership in Beer Sheba

CULTIVATED LAND AND RAINFALL 1948
LAND AREAS UNDER DIFFERENT CONDITIONS (donums)
TRIBE w Crop: Wheat Wheat/Barley  Barley Grazing
by order ; Tribal Cultivated Raln: Wet Ralny Falr Dry
of rainfall | =™ e Tt FESSPSEIN LV | : :
‘ » yr | Rain300-200 Rain200-100 Rain less 100
Hanajreh 78,325 | 78,325 100.0% | 78,325
Jbarat 379,175 | 379,175 | 100.0% | 319,175/ 60,000
Tarabin 1,362,475 (1,089,980 80.0% | 90,825 300,825 970,825
Tayaha | 48,325| 507,500 64,175 =
Zullam 198,325 636,675/ 630,825
TOTAL TAYAHA 2 085,825 | 1,543,511 74.0% 48,325 705,825 700,850 630,825 |
Azazema | 5700,000 | 427,500 7.5% 1,621,675 4,078,325
__Saidiyeen | 1,238,375 . 3 1,238,375
Ehewat 1,732,825 1,732,825
TOTAL 12,577,000 3,518,491 28.0% | 536,650 1,066,650 | 3,293,350 7,680,350)

Table 3. Cultivated Land Beer Sheba prd 948

Figs. 7 (a, bin the next 2 pages show details of the cultivated area, place names, wells, cisterns
and land holders in the northern half of the district.

As indicated earlier, the land ownership has always been held by Custom Law, on which basis
individual plots were dd, inherited, mortgaged, rented, divided or taxes paid.

The Custom Law, hence land ownership, were recognized by the British government in the

person of W.C. Churchill, Colonial Secretary and Herbert Samuel, the first High Commissioner of
Palestine™

Article 45 of the Palestine Order in Council confirmed that legal jurisdiction in Beer Sheba
district would be governed by tribal custom. The government waived the Land Registry fees to
facilitate acquiring title deeds. But the clans did not take up tHerods they saw no need for
O2YFANNAY 3 fFYR 2YySNBEBKALI 2y LI LISNX®» ¢KSe@

NB a LJ
GKAA OoLRAYGAY3I (2 GKSANI a62NRav=:

¢S NXB3IAalSNE
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Of which : 118,000
and 536,000 became refugess, crowded mostly
yo kel in Gaza Strip at a density of $.000 persora/hm sq
A 189,000 Jows.
Mtk O which | 166,000 urban Jews in Beer Sheba City and others
\ - and 23000 rural Jows at a donaity of 8 persons /km sq.
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Figure 7a. Beerltgba Population Distribution pre 1948 in the Inhabited
Upper Half of Beer Sheba Silistrict.

Notes: Map is extracted from: Salman Abu Sitta, The Atlas of Palestine 1948, LondbestiRe
Land Society, 2005.
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Figure 7b. Beer Sheba Population Distribution pre 1948 in the Inhabite
Upper Half of Beer Sheba Silistrict.

Notes: Map is extracted from: Salman Abu Sitta, The Atlas of Palestine 1948, London, Palestine
Land Society, 2005.
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6.3.2 The Zionist Quest for Land

In order to facilitate the settlement of Jewish immigrants, the -fewish BritishMandate
government created the Land Commission in August 1920 to examine the status and ownership
of land in Palestine. Members of the Commission were an Arab (Faidi Alami), a Jew (M.
Kalvarisky) and the Chairman was British (Albert Abramson). Kalwaeskgiso the manager of

the Jewish Colonization Association whose interest was in the acquisition of as much
Palestinian land as possible, and therefore in estimating the cultivated land in Palestine as little
4 Ll2aaArof So ¢ K S essenvdly Avittdni by Kaarisky dtiiaaret that the
cultivated land in Beer Sheba, on the basis of agricultural production and taxes, to be 2,829,880
dunums (1 dunum=21000z plus the major share of 1,059,000 ¢lgrazing land. The report
uses double the commonlgccepted yield/dunum value, hence the real cultivated area should
be double that calculated. Further, the cultivated area is estimated on the basis that the land is
cultivated one year and left fallow for another year. While this may be acceptable foenated
rainfall, it is not so for light rainfall as in Beer Sheba where the fallow years may be one, two or
three. Therefore the cultivated area in Beer Sheba is at least double this figure or about
5,500,000 d., according to this calculation.

As shown inmrable 3, estimates for cultivated areas, based on rainfall isohytes (average for 1931
to 1960, Mandate and Israel figures), gave a minimum of 3,750,000 d. and a maximum of
5,500,000 d. plus about 750,000 d. for grazing. This is comparable to the totaMwduieh
receives rainfall from above 300 to 100 mm/year. Areas for various rainfalls are by
measurement: above 300 mm/year: 536,650 d; 2W® mm/year: 1,066,650 d; 1€@D0
mm/year: 3,293,350 d. Total is about 5,000,000 d.

Thus, it is evident that the galarly cultivated land in Beer Sheba, and owned by its cultivators,
is about 5,000,000 d of which 3,750,000 are annually cultivated.

6.3.3 Map and Grab

The Zionist colonial project tried to ovaurrn these facts in order to confiscate the land. While

maps forPalestine were prepared for historical or military purposes, surveying after Balfour
5SOfFNYGA2Y 2F b2OSYOSNI HY MPMT S & LINKRYF NAC 2
by the Zionists.

During the British military administration (194B20), theZionists took steps for the eventual
takeover of territory in Palestine. Chaim Weizmann headed the newly formed Zionist
Commission for Palestine and appointed Herbert Samuel, the Jewish future High Commissioner
for Palestine, as the head of its Advisopn@nittee !’

Weizmann urged the British to close Land Registry books to prevent rise in land prices and
called for forming a Land Commission to examine land status in Palestine. The most urgent task

was to possess as much land as possible, particularlWthed G S I yRXZ gl aiasS €I
and uncultivated land® whose definition was left to interpretation.

64



The Denied Inheritance: Palestinian Land Ownership in Beer Sheba

When Samuel took his post as High Commissioner of Palestine under the Mandate, he assumed
the authority of the Sultan, leader of the Islamic umrBat instead of applying his authority for

the benefit of the Arab inhabitants of the country, he served the interest of Zionists. During his
tenure (19201925) he issued dozens of ordinances changing or modifying land laws in order to
enable Jews to possedand. He formed the Land Commission (previously mentioned) to
evaluate available land for Jewish settlement. Most of the legislation he initiated was legally
flawed as he had no authority to do so under the Mandate before Turkey signed the peace
agreemert in 1924, that is, one year before the end of his tenure.

Contrary to general practice in which country surveys started with topographical maps to
describe the earth surface, there was great rush to produce cadastral maps. A survey
department was hastl established using the services of highly experienced British colonial
2FFAOAI A4 LI NIAOdzA NI & FNRBY 938LWd ¢KS FAYZ:
SEFYAYIGA2Y 2F (GKS @I f A RA #°8hug the exténfandolvnétitp G A Gt S
of private land, if proven beyond doubt, would be determined. All else would be subject to
AYOGSNIINBGIFGA2Y a wadlrdisS 2N gl adsS t+FyRQ: 2LSy

In July 1920, the survey started in Gaza. In October 1921, it established a basé3é, #h

long, in the flat country of Imara, halfay between Khan Younis and Beer Sheba. Palestine local
IANRR oatlfSadAyS mpHo DNARAReéO gl a SadrofAakSR
Sheikh Ali al Muntar hill on the eastern outskirts of GdmaFebruary 1921 a triangulation

network system was established. By the end of 1946, triangulation was completed for Palestine
from Khalasa in the south to el Khalisa in the north. The emphasis was always on the coastal
plain and water resources and, ianpicular, on areas with Jewish land ownership.

The Zionist pressure on the British Mandate to start immediately land survey pertaining to
ownership of land, rather than the basic topographical mapping, caused confusion and delayed

the surveying projector almost 8 years. Finally the Australian Torrens system was adopted and
GKS ySOSaalNE 2NRAYlIYyOS 64aGKS [FYyR {SiidtSYSy
British started applying this system but left Palestine in a hurry in May 1948 leaving thd arme

Jews to deal with the defenseless Palestinians.

The map of completed Land Settlement (of title), up to 1947, which covered only 20% of
Palestine (5,243,042 d. as on 30 April 1947) corresponds very closely to the area in Palestine
proposed to be the ndhern part of a Jewish state under the Partition Plan of 1947. In this area
lies the Jewistheld land during the Mandate, which was about 5% of Palestine. As described
earlier, the Partition Plan allocated 56% of Palestine to a Jewish state, which rocogétg the
WaSOGGEt SR FNBFQ®d o0!a AlG KIFLIWISYSRE LaN} St 2 00dzL
and Galilee, totaling 78% of Palestine). During the Mandate, the British saw no urgent need to
complete Land Settlement in Galilee, West Bank &ladjab because it was predominantly
Arab. After 1948, Israel used this accidental fact to show that no title existed for Arab owners in
these areas. Israeli legislation created new criteria for settlement of title to deny Arab
ownership and confiscate lan@hat was particularly applied in Beer Sheba.
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When Britain decided to abandon its obligations in Palestine after WWII, without completing
the Land Settlement, the British Mandate, by way of compensation, undertook an aerial survey
in 19451946. Over 500 aerial photos were taken mostly at a scale of 1:15,000, yet again with
emphasis on the coastal areas with Jewish concentration, and less emphasis on the West Bank,
Jordan River and Beer Sheba district. The populated northern half of Beer Sheba wastrict
covered by this aerial survey. The photographs show intensive and close cultivation
everywhere, which belies the Israeli myth that it was barrBigs. 8 and $how intensive
cultivation in two locations in Beer Sheba district. This is a further piwadf cultivation and

land ownership have been maintained and recognized since 1596 at least.

3 e

Cultivation in El Ma'in (Nuran) Olygs Tl a8 el o del )3 Cultivation in Abu Ruqaiyiq (Futois)  (yualad dald) 348 gaf LB del )3l

CA3IdzNB y @ /| dzt G A @ GAM® CAIdzNB o [ dzft GA Q@I GA2Y
1945 (RAF photo)

We now turn to the legal formulation initiated by the Zionists during the Mandate to alienate
Arab land.

6.3.4 Killing the Live or Revivinylewat?

Herbert Samal and his legal secretary Norman Bentwich, known for their Zionist sympathies,
reformulated Art 103 of the Ottoman Land Code, intended to revhawat land, to do the
opposite effect, to punish those who do.

Art. 103 of the Ottoman Land Code provideditslast paragraph that, if a person cultivated
mewat without authorization, he should pay th€apuvalue Bedl Mis} and would be given a
Tapugrant. In Palestine, thdlewat Land Ordinance, 192Jrovides that, not only has the
person who breaks umewat without authorization no legal right to @apugrant, but that he
is doing a wrongful act and will be treated as a trespasser.
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This Ordinance repeals the last paragraph of the Art.103 of the Land Code and substitutes the
following provision:

G ! y & onbd@d\Wgithout obtaining the consent of the Administration breaks up or cultivates
any waste land shall obtain no right to a titleed for such land and further, will be liable to be
LINP3SOdzi SR F2NJ GNB&ALNI &3adé

An exception, however, made in the case efgpns who had broken umewat before the
Ordinance, the Ordinance provides the following:

G!ye LISNBR2Y ¢K2 KlFa FfNBIRe Od#f 6§AGF ISR adzOK
notify the Registrar of the Land Registry within two months of thbligation of this Ordinance
and apply for atiteRS SR d ¢

This last paragraph can only be interpreted as meaning that no claim to-deie on payment

of BedIMisl will be recognized unless the notification was given to the Registrar within the two
months, i.e. before the 18th April, 1921. But, if fact, a more lenient view has been taken and it
was the practice during the Mandate to makepugrants on payment oBedl Mislko persons

who can show that they broke umewat and have revived the land beforthe Ordinance
though without authorization to do s’

This practice of not enforcing this Ordinance was confirmed by the last official report by the
Government of Palestine, prepared for the Anglmerican Committee of Enquiry in 1947.

The official Stvey of Palestine in its concluding report stated:

It is frequently difficult to assume that there was in the past no grant, and consequently it is not
safe to assume that all the empty lands south of Beersheba or east of Hebron, for instance, are
mewat

XXXXXX®D

It is possible that there may be private claims to over 2000 square kilometers which are
Culti\zlflted from time to time. The remainder may be considered to be eithewat or empty

miri.

This is not the only piece of evidence.

6.3.5 The British LatéAction

The Land Transfer Regulations of 1940 were intended to prevent the alienation of Arab land to
Jewish colonists in response to the White Paper of May 1939. The revolt and unrest of
Palestinian population against the creeping Jewish control of Padeletd to creating 3 zones in
Palestine under these regulations:

Zone A (16,680 sqg. km): Transferamly land, save to a Palestinian Arab, is prohibited. Thus
Arab ownership in this zone is safeguarded by the government.
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Zone B (8,348 sq. km): Transté Arabland, save to a Palestinian Arab, is prohibited.

Free Zone (1,292 sq. Km): No restrictions are imposed.
The whole Beer Sheba district lies in Zon&ée Fig. 10Thus Palestinian Arab ownership in the
district is assured under the British Mdette.

The Zionist attempts to avoid the application of the 1940 Transfer Regulations by fraud or
deceit had been rebuffed by the Mandate authorities. For example, much land claimed by Jews
in Beer Sheba was not legally registered. The fortnightly repafrtthhe Beer Sheba District
Commissioners to the High Commissioner in Jerusalem, forwarded to London, are replete with
examples of Jewish fraud and illegal land dealings, particularly in the nineteen forties. A case in
point is this excerpt from the Gazarnightly Report No. 161, of-15 October 1945 from
District Commissioner (Gaza) to Chief Secretary, Jerusalem:

GLI N wngpY tNRGSaAda KI@S 6SSy NIXA&ASR +d i
Asluj to which they have an extremely doubtful title. | am iveg a case under

the Land Dispute (Possession) Ordinance, pending a decision by the Land Court.

There are large areas in Beer Sheba-district which the Jews claim to have

bought before the date of the Land Transfer Regulations but which are not

registNBR Ay (GKS ? IyR wSIAalGNREO®

In order not to be exposed, the Jews submitted to the following court session an undertaking to

the District Commissioner not to plough the land in question. Otherwise the Court would have
clearly ruled against them. The lamgs never registered in the Land Registry. Yet it appeared

4 WYWSGgAAKQ AYy YI LA LINBLINBR o6& , o 2S8SAGT o /2f

The British Mandate did not ever consider Beer Sheba district as a State Land or State Domain.
Fig. 11shows the fate Land (Domain) in Palestine in 1947, just before the Mandate end, which
clearly does not include Beer Sheba.

To conclude, just like the Ottoman authorities, the British Mandate recognized the individual

ownership in Beer Sheba, did not consider thisd to bemewat or State Land. The British did
not also enforce the 192thewatordinance created by Samuel.
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6.4 AL NAKBA

6.4.1 The Aftermath:

In 1945, the Zionists had about half a dozen military outposts in Beer Sheba district, each was
manned by 30 armechen, making a total of some 200 people. This is to be compared with over
100,000 Palestinian population.

Total land in Jewish possession, whatever its legal meaning was, did not exceed 60,000 dunums,
which is 0.5% of Beer Sheba district of 12,577,000 s negligible Jewish presence was
forcefully expanded by the military occupation of the district in 1948 and committing massacres
leading to the almost complete ethnic cleansing of the district.

Using superior military force against a civilian popolat with tanks, jeeps with mounted
machine guns and aircraft, the Israelis occupied Beer Sheba town on 21 October 1948. From
October to December 1948, they expelled almost all population to Gaza Strip, Al Khalil (Hebron)
district then to Jordan, almost eglly. Some went to Sinai. Details are already showFainle

2.

Early in July 1948, many of Jubarat tribe were expelled but their total expulsion took place after
Yoav operation which started in mdctober 1948. A small group went westwards to Gaza and
eastwards to Hebron in the West Bank, but the absolute majority ended up in Jordan especially
after 1967.

Terabin remained in their homes till November/ December 1948, when they were expelled
towards Gaza in the Israeli operation which attacked Egypt@ame close to al Arish. Today

the majority of Terabin are refugees in Gaza with a considerable number in Jordan. About 1000
are in Israel.

Tayaha, including Dhullam, were split, almost half were expelled to Gaza and Jordan and half
remained in IsraelThey represented about 90% of Palestinians who remained in Beer Sheba.
Remnants of other tribes made up the remaining 10%.

Al Hanajera, whose land straddle the railway line, leaving half of their land in Gaza and the
other half in Beer Sheba, all moved Gaza Strip after the main Israeli attack on Gaza Strip
failed at the end of December 1948.

Al Azazema had a mixed fortune. Their land extends from Palestine to Egypt (Sinai). They were
expelled to Sinai, and then some returned and were expelled agdimei period 19501954.
Sharon, commanding the infamous unit 101, massacred many members of al Azazema by land
and air attack. Some fled to Egypt but returned.

Smaller tribes in the southern part of the district were expelled to Jordan through Wadeirab
The files of the Arab Legion, then commanded by Glubb pasha, are filled with reports of their
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expulsion and mistreatment by the Israelis. About 12% remained in Israel, but they were
displaced by Israel from their homends to north and east of Beer &ja.

Upon its full occupation of Beer Sheba district, (the southern part of which was occupied after
signing the Armistice Agreement with Egypt on 24 February 1949 and in violation of its terms),
Israel started confiscation of the Palestinian land by udeeegal devices which have no
substance in fact or in lafv.

The first act of confiscation took place at the end of 1948 when Ben Gurion felt that the
international community will force his netet-recognized government to allow the expelled
refugees toreturn home in accordance with the nefamous UN resolution 194. So he entered
Ayia2 + FAOGAGA2dzaE YR 20@Q0A2dzat e AftfSaALET aal
multiy F GA2y FEf O2NLIRNI A2y ® ¢ KA & détihe ArRiSticeAlLiet@ f SR
prevent the return of the refugeesee Fig. 12

As is well known, Israel took drastic measures after occupation of Beer Sheba district in 1948. It
roundedup all the remaining inhabitants from their land and put them in a resesiyag

north and north east of Beer Sheba town. The area ofdiyiagis 900,000 d. which is 7% of the
RAAGNRAOGQA IINBlI® LYy wmMppHE Al O2yFAal0FiSR mMIH
Absentees.

When Martial Law was lifted in 1966 aitdwas possible to leave the reserve, many owners
submitted applications to repossess their land. Until 1979, 3,220 applications were made, none
gra NBO23yAl SR {iGAfftx O2yTAall A Mgwat@adysi A y dzSR
I & a1 (a&d thiatHoyiginée possession does not confer ownership rights.

The cultivated area of the reserve (about 360,000 d.) was further reduced by more confiscation.
Land was expropriated under the 1953 Land Acquisition (Validation and Compensation) Law
and the 1980 Negev Land Acquisition (Peace Treaty with Egypt) Law. It is curious that the Peace
Treaty with Egypt should be the excuse for land confiscation. Restoration of land to owners
would be more in the spirit of peace.

hdziT 2F MHZpTT SmMn HRN Ima Ml R WiySlda t £ & G2 (GKS
FRRAGAZ2Y G2 NBO23yAl Ay3 QéySNhKALJ 2T 2y & wMp
NEBYRSNRARY3I Odz GAGFGAZ2Y | Rale od a)\yéaam D NJ yu
condd A2yl f 2y LINRGJARAY3 ééNE?\C)S Q G2 GKS adl

LY MprcX GKS aDNBSYy tlIaNRfté¢ gl & ONBFGSR G2 GS
$2YSY YR OKAfRNBYIZ wlyR86 RSaiNRe K2YSad 5dzmd
burn tents, plough osr crops, uproot fruit and olive trees, spray crops with toxic material,
RSY2ft AaK RIYa: &aKz220 R23a IyR Ft2014a YR S@OAC
an Arab a mother was imprisoned for 38 days. Despite overwhelming evidence of brutality,
charges against Green Patrol are not upheld in court.
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Figure 12.Beer Sheba Land confiscated by JNAE949, 1950.
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The purpose of all these measures is to confiscate land and gather the Palestinian population in
residential centres (dormitories) to provide cheap labour for Jewish industries. Uprooting them
from their land and depriving them from their livelihood (mostly agriculture) is meant to
achieve this purpose.

LANI St LIXIYYySR 1 (2¢6yakKAaAlLldA owlKFEGZ ¢St {KSOI .
total land area of 57,778 d. These are@d f f QRIYNBSR GAf f I 3Sa¢ d | 62 dz
(2002) Palestinian population of the district live there. These villages were intended to uproot
people from their agricultural land and their means of living in agriculture.

The remaining 50% refused to beN 2 G SR YR NBYFAYSR AY nn Gdzy
fA1S GKSANI O2dzy G SNLI NIia Ay (GKS y2NIK 2F tIfSa
not connected to roads or provided electricity, water, health and education services. Because of
distances, they have to travel miles for these services. They get no subsidies or economic
adzZLILR2 NI @ ¢KS 2yfeée LINPJARSR WAaSNBAOSQ Aa GKS
waste in Ramat Hovav, near Azazema clan, which caused several casesrefaris cancerous

growth. The dump is still there, although it was condemned by local and international
environmental groups.

See Fig. 13for the distribution of Palestinians in Beer Sheba (2002) in recognized and
unrecognized villages.
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Continuing tke policy of confiscation, uprooting and land alienation, Israel resorted to think
Gryla adzOK a Cft2NBKSAYSNI LyadAaddziS F2NIt 2t AC
Gonen, dated 16 August 1999, suggested a Master Plan for the acceler&tigomooting by
SyO2dzN» 3Ay3 tlfSaldAyAlya G2 FolyR2y (GKSANI f
(Compensation ranges from $4,000/dunum, or $16,000/acre for good cultivable land to
PmMZnnnkRdzydzy F2NJ ANITAy3 fFyROD ¢KAAIA 0 IR LIZFA
O2YLSyaldiAz2y YR R2S&a y20 YSyildAzy GKS flyR (2
applicants. Ownership claims submitted by the Palestinians cover 890,000 d. while only 224,000

R® 2F WRAAaLMzi SRQ f Iy RThe réfdBrt cstegdricallyyeniésktiehight ofJ2 & a4 S
Palestinian ownership to their land but offers the proposal of compensation as a sign of good
gAfftd® ¢KS NBLRNI fFYSyida GKS YAadzyRSNEGFYRAY 3
YR Ay aid Sy skengthkried thel bekef that the land is theirs while in fact it is state
flIyRe®

6.42 { K N2yQa tfly

{KFENRYyQa VY2NIlFf SySyeé Ay LaNYXSt Aa Ada tlfS
dismember the Arab population in Galilee, the Little TriangletardNegev.

Early in 2003, Sharon initiated a fiyear plan, with a budget of $100 million, to Judaize the
Negev. This included a plan to establish 14 settlements, gave more power to the Green Patrol
to erase the 40 unrecognized villages in which Hadf Palestinians in the district live. The first
Jewish settlement was to be built in the land ofAkhqib village, the site of a massacre in 1948.

Spraying toxic on their crops, demolishing their modest houses and demolishing mosques (e.g.
in Tel al Millh were common occurrences which attracted a lot of attention by Human Rights
NGO and little, if any, attention by the Israeli press.

Behind this policy lies the failure of the Zionist policy in Beer Sheba district. Thetadtel

slogan that Israel madthe desert green, a promise never fulfilled, has met an abject failure.

While the Palestinians before 1948, with their limited means and capital, depending on rain

only, cultivated anywhere between 2 to 5 million dunums, the Israelis with their hugéatapi

irrigated only 880,000 d. Their agricultural produce hardly competes with the produce of the

limited agricultural land in Gaza with its salty water. What also irked Sharon was the failure of

the soOF f f SR GRSGOSt2LIYSYyd (2 06ys wete bii®hGtan o8 he G KS |
assumption that they are used to hot arid climate. This turned out to be a study of the failure of
Zionist policies.

The Ashkenazi Kibbutz fare no better. There are no new recruits. Their population is aged, the
remnants of the 948 conquest. Although Jewish settlements of Beer Sheba district consume
about half of the irrigation water, the value of their produce is negligible.

Jewish immigrants tend to congregate in the centre where city life is much more appealing. In

contrast,only 73,000 rural Jews in Kibbutz and Moshav live in a vast area of 12,000 sg. km. That
is 10% of Beer Sheba population had they not been ethnically cleansed in 1948. The remainder
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Figure 14.Jewish and Refugee Population Distribution in
Beer Sheba.

The situaion today in Beer Sheba is desperate. The

of about 800,000 Jewish lIsraelis
in the district lives in 3 cities and
a nrnumber of dysfunction[al]
GRSOStE2LIYSYyld G26yac¢c
over 200,000 are recent Russian
immigrants and double that
number are Arab Jews at lower
economic ladder. Meanwhile,
the Palestinian citizens are
denied the right to their
property, their houses
demolshed, their crops
destroyed and their villages
unrecognized.

See Fig. 14 for distribution of
Jewish colonists and refugees
expelled from Beer Sheba.

Looking at the big picture, the
Palestinian population of Beer
Sheba as they were in 1948 are
today alout three quarters of a

million, about 15% remained in
Israel and the rest are refugees.
The refugees in Gaza are
crammed at a density of 5000
persons/sg. km while those who
dispossessed them roam their
land at a density of 6 Jews/sq.
km only.

Israeli practices led to thousands of

confiscated dunums. These hardships created very poor economic, social and educational
conditions. Few examples will suffice. The largest Palestinian town in Beer Sheba,Rieat,
poorest in Israel. In terms of education, the percentage of those students who completed
secondary education is 10%, compared to 47% for Jewish students and, significantly, 44% for
Palestinian refugee students. This shows that Palestinian refugetssde Israel, in spite of
severe economic and political hardships, achieve levels of education comparable to Jewish

aGdzRSy G a odzi
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6.5 TERRA NULLIUS OR MEWAT

651 1 2060a2yQa / K2A0S

Inorderto justifyt £ SAGAYS O2yljdzSaids GKS ®%A2yArada AygS
without people. This is a variation on the notion that Palestine tgas nullius land belonging

to no one. Thus it is available for grab. The notioeofa nulliuswas comma in the 1719th

centuries when colonial Europe was looking for new faraway territories, slave labour, natural
resources and hidden treasures.

How could this apply to Palestine, the cradle of civilization, a land that is older in recorded
history than may European countries? How could a country that has 1300 towns and villages,
a2YS 2F GKSY pnnn &@SINR 2fRX 6S OFffSR WRSaz2f

Yet this is what the Zionist delegation submitted to the 1919 Versailles Peace Conference. In

this conference thevictorious colonial powers met to divide the lands of the Arabs, their
erstwhile allies to throw the yoke of Turkish rule, between Britain and France. The Zionists were
LINBaSyd G2 AYLIESYSyd . FfF2dz2NRa LINBYAAS F2NJ |
incredibly submitted a Palestine map, hatched all over it, including most of 1300 towns and
gAfflF3aSasr 6AGK GKS 62NR G3INFT Ay3Iés GKdza A YL
attachment to it, are roaming the country intermittently. They also worsked the word

Wy 2YFRéEST AY | (NHzZ & W2NASyidlftAadtQ YAYyRaSaz G2
of evidence that 1948 Palestinians, including these in Beer Sheba, have not lived in their
defined lands for hundreds of years. Of course themre migrations here and there, due to

wars, plagues, conquests and famine but the bulk of the people remained, until the Israeli
ethnic cleansing of 1948.

Grazing outside own territory was practiced by 5% of the population in Beer Sheba. The
orientalisi YSy dlFfAGe O2yFdzaSR (KS aKSLKSNRAQ LJzNA dz
the tribe and interpreted it to be abandoning their homeland. Alois Musil and Max Von
Oppenheim maps shows these pasture trips, much like trading trips, especialgnisjordan.

But in no case did the tribe abandon their homeland. If they did, there would be no Jordan,

Saudi Arabia or Kuwait today.

As shown earlier, the Ottomans never considered Beer Sheba land, where 95% of the
population lives, to benewat, neitherbefore [n]or after 1858. Also, the British, in spite of the
flawed legal formulation of the Zionist High Commissioner Herbert Samuel and the Zionist legal
secretary, Norman Bentwich, never challenged the ownership of Beer Sheba. They collected
taxes on culvated land. Moreover, as the regular fortnightly reports of the District
Commissioners indicate, they supplied tractors to improve productivity and supplied flour and
fodder in drought years. They adjucated disputes about individual land ownership. They
registered land sales, when desired, including land sold to Jews who wanted a title deed to
prove ownership in Palestine. They also refused to register Arab land sold to Jews in
contravention with Land Transfer Regulation of 1940. They never classifige ldreds as State
Domain.
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6.5.2 Reviving the Dead Law

LANI St YIFIAYydFrAya GKFG . SSN) { KSol newasilandh OG A 3
according to the Ottoman Law of 1858 and thus it has no owners as the inhabitants were
WNR I YAY 3 V2 MisRdi@ylalse KA a Of | A

Mewat land means dead, uncultivated, and vacant, according to the Ottoman Law.

Article 103 of the 1858 Ottoman Land Code specifiesvatland as (1) vacant (2) grazing land
not possessed by anybody (3) not assigaédantiquoto the use of inhabitants and (4) land
where no human voice can be heard from the edge of habitation, a distance estimated to be
1.5 miles (2.85 km). The latter is a distance travelled on a horse in about 40 minutes, in
wilderness where no human being lives ioratily *

It is clearly evident that such description does not fit in any way the populated and cultivated
areas mentioned above. Indeed any casual observation of the district at the time would confirm

this. There is a great deal of historical evideri8gtish Mandate documents, maps and aerial
adzNBSeas 2 LINRGS méwat HercdStafefLand, is Gifekched and dannat (G K A
constitute a serious legal claim. It can only be explained in the context of ethnic cleansing and

land confiscabn. This contradicts the lIsraeli position itself when it recognized Palestinian
ownership rights if the same land was sold to Jews before 1948, and as such considered the
Jewish ownership valid.

In reactivating or revoking the British Law, Israel considéself asuccessor statelf this
assumption refers to its military conquest outside the limits of the Partition Plan, then the
inadmissibility of conquest and the Fourth Geneva Convention safeguard the sanctity of the
property of the subjugated peopldnternational law stipulates that, upon extending a new
sovereignty on a territory, people and land go together, both stay protected. Expelling people

and confiscating their land is not permissible. On the other hand, if this assumption refers to

the UN P NOAGAZ2Y tfly NBaz2fdziAzy b2d mMymI gKAOK
independence in 1948, this resolution clearly stipulates that Arabs in the Jewish state (and vice
versa) shall enjoy full civil and political rights, including ownership,owitlliscrimination on

any grounds and of course without expulsion..

6.5.3 Resuscitating the Dead

In two excellent papers, Sharfiiland Keda®® analyzed the anomalies of the Israeli claim that
Beer Sheba land mewat The arguments put by Israeli Courts to shibwat Beer Sheba land is
mewatas summarized by these two Israeli authors are as follows:

1. ¢KS @2A0S ONARGSNRAR2Yy Aa y20 FOO0OSLIWilofSod 2 KI
criterion.

2. The distance tonewat land should be greater than 1.5 miles (2.5 kif)e distance is
the criterion.

3. The distance is to be measured from a town or village.
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4. Cultivated fniri) tract of land is not an acceptable point of measurement, as a town or
village would be.

5. Similarly, a movable abode such as tents is not an acceptairence, even if this
cluster of tents includes a school or cemetery.

6. Also unacceptable is an inhabited area with amenities, houses and some cultivation
around a government centre such as police or railway station.

7. Also unacceptable is measurementsrh an isolated house at the edge of a village.

8. An Arab tribe abode should prove existence before 1858, otherwise all cultivated land
after 1858 will be classifieshewat (the case of Arab Suead).

9. To prove that an area is natewat, cultivation must coveat least 50% of the land.

10.Tax records are not proof of ownership.

11.RAF aerial photography (1945) is acceptable if it shows more than 50% cultivation, as
certified by the government expert, provided that the holder possessed and cultivated
the land for 20years. That is, if land was cultivated in 1945 and shown so on aerial
photos, it should be held and cultivated till 1965. (All Palestinian lands were confiscated
according to Land Acquisition (Validation of Acts and Compensation) law, 1953. This
makes ths condition impossible to fulfill.)

12.The onus of proof of ownership lies with the holdgthat is, he has no ownership rights
unless he proves the opposite. His long history before the arrival of the Jewish
immigrants does not count.

This is a surrealtgation.

6.5.4 The Reward for Ethnic Cleansing

How could the material of building houses be a criterion? The building material is always
derived from the surrounding environment. It is stone in the hilly country of Palestine, mud
reinforced by hay in the cota plain villages and a combination of mud and hairts in al
badia. How can the natural selection of houbeilding material be the arbiter in owning,
cultivating land and living off it?

LT GKS LINBGSEG A& GKIFG (KSadble k@vdmuld dhat lexilEn y2 G
GKS LINBTFIFIo0o dzyAda dzaSR o0& GKS wiAzyrada Ay wmdon
prefab units were used to show the mission of UN Special Committee on Palestine, when
visiting the area in 1947, that the Jews existthere and that they were entitled to annex
12,500,000 dunums of Beer Sheba district in the Partition Plan.

The requirement that a measurement of the distance of 1.5 miles from a town or village, not
from any other clear sign of cultivation and habitatj is simply a play on numbers.

Suppose that Beer Sheba population was living in small villages closely spaced adjacent to and
stretching from fertile Gaza villages to the east. Would this not solve the proximity problem?

The number of inhabitants of SSNJ { KS6F RAAGNAOG Ay (GKS wmynn
275,000). Just before al Nakba, it was 100,000, an increase of over 5 times. They were grouped
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in 77 tribes located in 88 locations. (as was showrFig. j Thus the average size of a
village/tribe is 1,250 persons. By many estimates they cultivated an area of 3,750,000 d., but
not less than 2,500,000 d. In the first case, the average area per village is 43 km2, giving a
radius of 3.5 km between one village and another. In the second case, thes iadinly 2.5 km,

within the limit of the Ottoman Code.

This covers the whole north western part of Beer Sheba district. Since cultivation followed in
practice water resources, i.e. wadis, wells and high rainfall, habitation clusters were much more
closly packed to a smaller radius than 2.5 km. This habitation stretched continuously from the
coastal villages of Gaza sdistrict into the hinterland till east of Beer Sheba.

If ethnic Israeli cleansing of PalestiniansallNakbaof 1948 did not take pice, Beer Sheba
district population would be in 1998 650,000 and over three quarters of a million in 2008.. This
means a string of villages can stretch from Gaza to east of Beer Sheba at a radius of 1.0 km each
for a village size of 1,250 and a radius @& &m each for a village size of 2,500. This qualifies
squarely with the definition of cultivated land proximity according to the Ottoman Land Code.

The obvious conclusion is that the ethnic cleansing of 1948 was intended to rob the Palestinians
of their land and make it sparsely populatedterra nullius Without this ethnic cleansing, this
robbery, and the pretext for it, would not be possible.

Kedar gave a penetrating analysis of these anomalies and questioned the logic of the Israeli
Supreme Courh Y | FFANNAY I (GKS &G 4GS 27F La&nef?Qa LA
This position was achieved by imposing impossible conditions to meet, some are invented, and
some are bent beyond recognition, some are convoluted procedures based on wiéfutl in

Both Keda? and Shamft’ note that the British Mandate Supreme Court never adjudicated
mewat cases against inhabitants and the Mandate authorities did not interfere in Bedouin land
possession and instead helped the farmers in their agricultural work

LANI St Qa 2daAalGATFTAOIGAZ2Y (2 Qeggl Trean® tath Sun int8 SNI  { |
difficulties. Shamir note®

A double bind is completed: The lands were legally and justly registered as state
property because the Bedouins did not hold landssaid period (they were
rounded up and held elsewhere, yet this is rendered irrelevant). Alternatively,
Bedouins may have been in said area but as invisible nomads who cannot prove
anything because the temporal signpost prevents them from doing so.

ShamiE [jdzA GS NAIKGE@Z LRAyGa 2dzi GKIFIGO GKS 2NASY
no land ownership, no identity) is coupled with the physical plan to confiscate their land.

Shamir writes*
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Two material practices are at the forefront of Istiapolicies concerning the

bS3IS@Y oF0 Ylaa GNIyaFSNI 2F GKS bS3ISgQa
planned townships and (b) a corresponding registration of the Negev lands as

state property. A cultural vision complements these practices: The Negev is
conceived ayacuum domicilung an empty space that is yet to be redeemed.

It would have been unnecessary during the Ottoman and Mandate periods to rebut the Israeli
contention that Beer Sheba land waswat, because the subject did not arise. But at prase
we have a case of ethnic cleansing, still active since 1948.

6.6 THE LEGITIMACY OF THE OFFICIAL ISRAELI POSITION

6.6.1 The Hasbara

The Head of the Land Title Settlement Unit in the Southern District, Havatzeler Yahel, gives a
summary of the standard Israelpgition>?

He boldly states, "Neither the Ottoman Empire nor the British Mandate recognized the
ownership ofnomadic Bedouin over land in the Negev" [emphasis added]. "Israeli Law...is
based on earlier Ottoman and British Legislatith".

He also used th@opulation figure of 1931 census (65,000), instead of the 1948 figure. The
racist tones are abounding in this paper indicating the prevalent attitude among Israeli officials.
He writes, Negev 'residents’ "feel they live on a different planet from the oktdrael". Where

they live is referred to as the "Wild Soutf.He also ridicules local and foreign NGO's
defending their rights; these NGO's "share the belief that the illegal actions are justified and
that the [Israeli] authorities will eventually aquethe Bedouin demand. *®

The Goldberg Report is less inflammatory but adheres to the same contéfitiire Report
again underestimates the 1948 population number, using the figure of 1931 census. The report
is also based on the claim that:

(i) The Oiomans never recognized the Bedouin ownership in Beer Sheba
(i) The population is "nomads"

On this basis, the Israeli government applies its law.

6.6.2 All Palestinian Land up for Grab

As stated in the Introduction, appealing to Israeli law will have éicheeffect. The Israeli policy

of land confiscation applies to all Palestinian land, whether in Galilee, Beer Sheba, or in the
1967 occupied West Bank, even though land owners have certified title deeds. So it is
immaterial if the land is claimehewat or not.
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As 7% of Israel's area was controlled by Jews during the Mandate and 93% by Arab Palestinians,
the massive land confiscation which took place, in 1949 and after, was transferred from the
Custodian of Absentee (read: refugees) Property to the DevedmprAuthority to be, in the

end, administered, with JNF original and confiscated land, by Israel Land Administration (ILA).

Now, there is a plan before the Knesset to allocate by "sale", these lands to Jewish individuals
or corporate entities and to granthem title deeds. Thus the confiscated land is privatized,
creating a new barrier between the dispossessed Palestinian original owner and the present
Jewish landholder.

6.6.3 Adalah Intervention

In an important letter by Adalah, a Nazareth NGO defendingititets of Palestinian in Israel,

to the Israeli Attorney General protested this actirit argued that privatization is contrary to
Israeli law itself, during early debates at the Knesset, when it was stated that the law's
"backbone... is undoubtedly torptect the property of the absentees," not to confiscate it. As
experience in the last 60 years has shown, confiscation has many forms; one of them is to claim
the Palestinian land imewat.

Adalah also argued that the Israeli government action is alsrary to international law, in
particular Article 147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention which prohibits "destruction and
appropriation of property."

Kretzmer also pointed out an important principle on which UN resolutions, for example
Resolution A/RES/3@2 of 10 Dec 1997, previously mentioned, are based, namely that
"although the Zionist movement succeeded in extending its sovereignty [on 78% of Palestine, or
20, 255 sq. km., now Israel], it did not acquire the ownership of this [¥hd."

To conclude, th legal basis of Israel confiscation of Arab Palestinian land is false, whether the
land was designated by lIsrael to be: closed area, reserved for security reasons or public
interest, public or State Land arewat. The latter is by far the largest and leéasiblicized.

This acquisition of land is pure land robbery in a thirdiled legal garb. The steps taken after
creating Israeli laws, rounding up the people, moving them away from their land, demolishing
their houses, burning their crops, killing theattle, are all clear violation of international law.

6.6.4 What to do

The steps to rectify this situation by human rights groups and concerned parties could include
the following:

1. Pursuing the matter before Israeli courts with corresponding media camppagsibly
with the help of supportive Jewish groups.

2.a20 At AT AYy3 KdzYly NARIKGA bDhQa Fff 2@SNJ
Palestinians and to expose the Israeli policies abroad.
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3. Gathering material support so that Palestinians can stay put,trés# uprooting and
have a modicum of decent living on their land.

4. Supporting Boycott, Disinvestment, Sanctions (BDS) campaign, now growing in the
western world with increasing success.

5. Presenting the Palestinians' case at all UN fora, including tiner@eAssembly and UN
agencies and pushing for resolutions with operative clauses.

6. Sending delegations from Beer Sheba citizens to American and European capitals to
speak personally about their everyday experiences. This could be very effective.

7. Similary, inviting delegations and higtrofile personalities to spend a week in Beer
Sheba district to see for themselves and report back to their constituencies.

As Western colonial powers failed to take action to uphold justice and continued to support
Israd policies, then it is imperative that the world public opinion, especially in the western
world, to be mobilized and encouraged to act. Its action, together with the steadfastness of the
Palestinians, will provide a credible effort to expose injusticerastbre justice.

After all, it was this world public opinion, which had been fed Israeli propaganda, that provided
support for Israel's actions all these years. Now it should be the one which should reveal the
truth and pursue justice. Nobody can be mel about justice.
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%0 Shamir, supra note 23, p. 245.

% Shamir, supra note 23, p. 232.
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#Yahel, supra note 32, p. 2.

% Yahel, supra note 32, p. 4.

% Yahel, supra note 32, p .9.
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7. hNBSfftQa WDNBSY tIFGNREQ FYyR GKS wSt
Cleansing in the Name of Envirorentalisnt
Jesse Benjamin

My introduction to the hypocrisy and racism of Israeli policy toward its Arab citizens, and the
case of the Bedouin communities in particular, came in the period 198D, during the
beginning of the First Intifada. | was engdge fieldwork in the Negev and Sinai Deserts
through the experiential university | attended, and much of my work focused on the forced
resettlement of Bedouin communities in both areas. | was fortunate to also be studying desert
ecology from a hard scieacperspective, in that it brought me into direct contact with the
LANI StA FOFRSY® IyYyR Ad& NBaSINODK FN¥Yaszs gKAOK
ending the [mythical] encroachment of desertification, and arid and sami lands
development more generally. The best part of this experience was an early association with
Nuri el Okbi, a fiercely dedicated Bedouin community leader and activist, then running the
Association for the Support and Defense of Bedouin Rights in Israel, with wiiemed.

7.1 Learning the Rules of Bedouin Life with Nuri

Although an lIsraeli citizen, | had grown up in North America and other parts of the world, and

on arriving in Israel in my late teens | was fresh out of the Zionist ideological prisms of US and
Canadia Reform Jewish communities, with a brief stint in the somewhat different Zionisms of
Brooklyn Hassidism. | had left religious life behind because of its racist contradictions, so crude

and explicit in Crown Heights, only to enter into the apartheid systénsrael, Palestine, and

0KS 200dzZLJASR GSNNAG2NASAP hyS 2F GKS THeNBRG 02
Question of PalestineDuring the orientation program at Friends World College in 1987, still
KFtEF 61 @& GKNRAdAK {4IRDNat OB dY 2dzB#4 0 P SOA A
Saba] for a tour of the Negev [Nagab] Desert. Most memorable was the visit to the lush and
IANRPoAYy3d SEOfdzair@dSte WSgAaK . SQSN) { KS@OI  &dz dz
community, which looked lika posh California town replete with parks, swimming pools and

armed security guards. At the edge of Omer, amidst the dry rocky desert, was the
unrecognizef Bedouin village of Amra, completely underdeveloped by the state of Israel and
subject to total dermolition at any time. While we were followed and questioned in Omer, and

no one wanted to talk with us or let us take pictures, we were warmly welcomed by the
members of the Tarabin-&ana communitywho resided in this valley. We were toured

through the aea and fed a large meal while discussing the history and politics of the region

over endless cups of tea and coffee.

This was my first visceral experience of/our-face apartheid. The Tarabin ‘%ana had been
forced off of their lands, like all Bedouiim Israel, during the 1948951 period of the Nakba.

The Tarabin had been purposely settled in this area because it was the land of another tribe,
the elOkbi, in what is the common divieend-conquer technique of colonizers. Like all such
resettlements,it was to be temporary, but became permanent. Yet, the Israeli state never
developed the basic infrastructure available to Jewish citizens: piped water, sewage, garbage
removal, electricity, roads, schools, hospitals, etc. As such, almost two hundredepeopl
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therefore lived in this community relying solely on one water spigot shared by all, including
more than four hundred livestock. This was while, meters away, elevated on the heavily
developed land of Omer, water was being wasted on swimming pools, spsnidr USstyle
grass covered front lawns, newly paved roads, heavily funded schools, electricity.

As nightfall came and the heat of the day yielded to the cold evening of the desert in Amra,
lanterns were kindled. The few houses that had generatorakad them up so students could
keep studying [for their unrecognized and underfunded Bedauly schools], and the
Americans could continue to talk with their guests in relative comfort. This experience began
my research in this area, and 25 years lates unfortunately still an urgent, if not intensifying
subject of human rights and social justice concern.

| signed up to work with Nuri €kbi and was soon spending my days in his dusty offices in
SQSNJ { KS@OI = 6KSNB | a th&lddiokcaeffor sefiBe2 aahpyovidedNp Y
by the government. Many also needed help resisting the government and its incursions. Since

GKS t+F4S wmMprnaszs GKS ®%Az2yrad adaldsSQa al adSNJ

determined to literally remove the the 70,000 strong Bedouin [now ¢.150,000] from their
ancestral lands and force them into 7 planned industdyacent townships. More than half the
Bedouin refused this force and coercion, because the houses and the communities were
purposefully anathema todlouin culture. These were dense urban spaces, where farming and
animal husbandry were impossible, even illegal. The apartments were small 1 and 2 bedroom
spaces where separate gender spheres were impossible to maintain, and where nuclear rather
than exterded family structure was assumed as the norm. Also, they were placed next to
existing or planned Jewish industrial centers like the nuclear facilities in Dimona, with an eye to
turning the Bedouin into a cheap labor proletariat. They had to sign awayradint and future
claims to ancestral lands in order to receive access to the new housing, which was never fully
developed in terms of basic infrastructure, even though significant rents were charged. For the
most part, therefore, only the most desperatggor, isolated and vulnerable Bedouin took up

GKAA G2LIR2NIdzyAide oé ¢tKS NBal o6SNBE RSOfl NBR

persecuted as a way to force them to urbanize. Home demolitions were threatened and
occasionally carried out; as has besgen recently with alarmingly increased frequency, as in
the case of AAragib and elsewhere.

This is the context, in 1987, in which | first came to encounter the notorious Green Patrol. At
the Association offices, Bedouin of all ages were coming in stidhes of tree uprootings,
cereal crop destruction, and livestock confiscations at the hands of the paramilitary Green
Patrol. As a branch of the JNF, itself a branch of the Israeli state, the Green Patrol operated
under the fundamentally racial assumgti that all Bedouin use of the land was primitive and
therefore destructive, while all Jewish use was modern and therefore beneficial. My expanding
ecological and environmental studies would soon confirm that the exact opposite was true.
Somehow, this rast and evolutionist [Hlogic was enough to underwrite the activities of the
Green Patrol, which helped justify the colonial proposition that Israel should be a Jewsh

land. [This is the central tenet of the Jewish National Fund, to this day, whidts official
facebook page currently lists the following sRIS & ONJX LJG A @S GSEG 2y Ada
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KSFRAY3I 2F a!o2dzizxé a¢KS [/ FNBGIFTSN oFwishKS [ |
t S2LX S 9OCNESKSNB PE B
One afternoon, Nuridrove mé 2 | NBY24S LI OS 2y GKS SR3IS 2

electrified fencedin compound held the confiscated livestock of local Bedouin families. We
were there to confirm the presence of 200 goats belonging to an Association client, and request
their release. We were denied entrance or an audience with anyone beyond the guard at the
security gate, who certainly was familiar with Nuri from his previous visits. So we walked
around the edge of the barbwire fence and eventually, among the hundreds of gbesp

and camels there, spotted the goats we had come to confirm, based on the blue marks their
owner had made to identify them. All we could do was take photos and stare at the guards who
were now gathering inside to threaten us to leave. As always, tNewdi to nonviolently engage
them, even to shame them, as always using his excellent and-ididem Hebrew. This was the
only recourse, as the fortifications were too solid to penetrate, having been beefed up after a
successful effort to liberate the anals had recently been made when the fencing was still
lightweight.

Armed with photos and visual confirmation for future testimony, Nuri added this information to

the 3000+ land and 2000+ property cases then filed in the Israeli courts. Unfortunatetg th

cases were always delayed, as a tactic to avoid their resolution, so they languished for decades
without hearing in what was yet another aspect of this apartheid regime, the segregated legal
a2aiSY® ¢KAaA A& SAaLISOALl f feaeentgarhaBsyidcegdiin hys2omx A Y
decadedong family land legal suit, which several Israeli commentators have noted, if
successful, will undermine the very basis of Israeli society because the whole country, as with

all colonialsettler societies, is builbn brazenly stolen lands.While the cases languished, the

32K 4Ga ¢SNBE a2fR F2NJ I LINRPFAG G GKS Fly2dza f
f221SR 2y G4 GKS GOGNIRAGAZ2YIfé LINPOSSRAY3IaA K
time, as adised by their guidebooks, while random Jews got good deals on goats, or Bedouin
sometimes bought back their own herds if they were willing to bid high enough.

72 LaN}Y St Qa 5SaSNI wSaSINOK ClFOAtAGASAE

At the same time as the visit to see the jailed goats, $ Wwaa unique position to further
appreciate the deep ironies of this situation, as | was also taking classes and studying at the
5SaSNI wSaSINOK LyadAdaddziS YAt Sa az2dzik 2F . SQS
facility in a very remote andaccessible part of the southern desert, which is extremely arid.

To get there, one had to pass by the house where Ben Gurion retired after being Prime
Minister, and was now buried in a sort of shrine to Jewish settlement of the Negev Desert. It

was hisfgf G AOFf RNBIFY (2 aYFI1S GKS RS&ASNI of22Yd:
state-funded extension of his dream, is the Sde Boger Research Center, with all sorts of
scientists working on studies of the harsh desert environment in an effort to makeigion a

reality. | soon learned that the desert already did bloom, and always had. My urban Toronto

and Brooklyn eyes soon learned to look past the pale grey rocks and see the dusty shrubs and
trees, the occasional colorful bursts of flowers and de$auna such as jackals, snakes, birds,
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leopards, ibex, insects, and so on. Most of the researchers | interacted with in their labs and the

lunch rooms or in their quaint provided housing were filled with a generalized Zionist
triumphalism about conqueringature in the desert, and talk usually turned right away to the
generosity of sharing the wondrous insights of Israeli development with those who most
YySSRSR AGY 'TFNAOlIyao 'G (GKS o6S3aAyyAy3as L | ay.
with the locd inhabitants, the Bedouin, and the answers were always dismissive and
O2yRSaOSYRAYy3A: dzadz-ffe 2@0SNIfé& NIOAAGY dadGKSe
SRdzOIFI' 1S GKSYaSt@gSasze GiKSeé NBFdzaS (G2 OKlFy3aS ¥

Individual scientists worked within their narrow fields, studying hydrology, or insect biology, or
ibex mating habits, which made for interesting field trips, but few wanted to piece things
together or ask bigger questions about the larger society arouedthilThe few anthropologists
stationed there were typical colonial anthropologists interested in the minutia of Bedouin
culture, without willingness to listen to actual Bedouin concerns about contemporary politics
and the destruction of their societies. Thetudied marriage patterns, internal justice systems,
disease vectors, all as though in a contextual vacuum. They were, without a doubt, the
creepiest, as they actually entered into Bedouin spaces, knew and spoke with Bedouin, were
aware of the politicalcontext, and either ignored it, or in many cases willingly abetted the
adlrisSQa RSaGNHzOGAG®S NBaSGaGt SYSyid LREAOASEAD {
anthropology, the highest insult of all.

The soil scientists showed me the greatest threathte desert: tire tracks from Israeli research
jeeps and especially military vehicles. They created ruts on each passing, which then disrupted
rare water flows, destroyed fragile flora, and remained impactful for decades. The gentler
footprint of camels orhuman feet ushering flocks bore no ill effect in the desert. The plant
biologists were looking for desert super crops, and were experimenting at that time with large
stands of lucaena, a fast growing drougbkerant Australian plant then being touted abe
solution to desert life. But it turned out to be invasive, poisonous to some birds, and made the
livestock it was to feed sick. They also noted that plants indigenous to the area were healthy for
livestock, and were even made heartier when grazing sharegoats briefly foraged on their
leaves.

Bedouin cultural knowledge in the form of the shepherd skill set could identify the exact rain
and drought conditions, species and ages of plants in the area, time since the last flock grazed
there and what a d& degree of impact from current grazing would be. Unfortunately, Bedouin
were never consulted about these matters, notations were simply made about how it might be
interesting to get a grant and talk about this with the Tuareg in Mali, or the TurkarenyaK

7.3 Avdat and the Depths of Contradiction

At one point in 1989, | moved even further south, to an almost abandoned research facility in
Avdat/Obda. On the plateau above were the ancient ruins of tifeldgest Nabatean city,
second only to the famed oger of Petra, not far away in Jordan. While tourists now
occasionally visited this remote and spectacular site, then we toiled in the valley below to
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unlock the secrets of how the Nabateans made this almost barren landscape support cities of
30,000 peoplavith more than 100,000 animals.

Dr. Evenari, an early Zionist plant biologist, who has since passed away, worked with
archaeologists and a team of researchers and eventually figured it out, and proved his case,
although his hypothesis was unpopular besa it showed that indigenous technology had
always contained the secrets to desert life and that modern science was not needed as a savior.
He and his colleagues had brought Avdat Farm back to life in its exact archaeologital site,
where it had been farmed in the shadow of Avdat City several centuries before and after the
time of Jesus.

PaAy3a t29 Ofle WodzyRQ gl ffa 2F aSOSNIt AyOKSa
SIOK RANBOGAZ2YZTZ (GKS GNRXRO]f S fewfacrésyifieds 6o ciepsA y F |- f
could grow the rest of the year. Even though we tended to the barley fields and almond and
pistachio trees thus sustained, the once thriving agricultural center was all but abandoned. |
since learned that this was because th@of professor Evenari had confirmed led inevitably to
valorization of contemporary Bedouin farming practices, including bund catchment systems,
terracedwadi@ RNE NA OSNJ 6 SRaeé OF GOKYSydGaz FyR dziAf Al
in the soillong after rainfall. Bedouin were also using and maintaining the elaborate cistern
catchment pools adjacent to wadis, which filled in seconds when the annual orasemal

flashflood rains came, and then held thousands or even millions of cubic meteratef for

years at a time, usually unbeknownst to regional authorities and other passersby.

The Avdat farm had one Bedouin employee, and during my six months there | think | was the
only person who spoke with him. He was the night watchman, and henalytibuilt a fire

several dozen meters from the main house where | and the other employees stayed. He would
aSit dzZL) KA & dagl G O KubesBréad it thy dodlKbaford moRing Isfest many
nights with him, practicing my Hebrew and Arabic whfs patient old man, Tsuelim, and came

to learn much of the above through his pithy comments about the strange Israeli scientists who
never spoke with him. On nights with a full moon, he showed me how to spot the fierce wildlife

in the distance, as theliunted, and we smoked his harsh sewiid tobacco gathered from
YySFENBe& glFRAADP hyS yAIKG KS G221 YS K2YS G2
particularly rocky valley, where they now lived. Their lands, including those of the research
facility thatnow hired him for a pittance, had been appropriated by the Israeli military in 1950.

At 3:00 AM, shivering over a fire under deeply chilled stars, | will never forget the site of two
nearly silent stealth military attack helicopters, bristling with canaoal missiles, flying just a

few meters over us, unseen and unheard until they were on top of us, so low their wind almost
knocked the tents over and | could see the faces of the soldiers inside them. Just routine
military exercises, Tsuelim explained, sk S& LIN} OGAOSR GKSANJ | 6Af )
adversaries- but also intended to intimidate the family into leaving for the planned cities,
which they refused to join. Perhaps also an indication of disapproval on the part of the unseen
nearby military aimy visit to his family, he suggested, as this rarely happened and | was his first
visitor in many years. It was my last visit.
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7.4 The Colonial Limits of Modern Thought

LaN)} StQa OAGAfATIIGAZ2YIE ARS2f 238 A demblidiBaF 2 dzy R
grounding in the racist evolutionism of 1@entury Western science. This theory, made famous

by Herbert Spencer and Charles Darwin, and adopted uncritically by early anthropologists and
even Karl Marx, believed human beings evolved in a @aititine of progressive cultural stages

through which all peoples eventually passed, like a ladder, and by which societies could be
ranked. Huntergatherers were the first, at the bottom, pastoralists were next, followed by
agriculturalists, who eventuallglevated themselves to the despotic system of serfdom and
exploited peasant labor, yielding to urbanization and the rise of the bourgeois, or townsfolk,

who brought about capitalism.

Israelis and the Jewish tourists who briefly visit Israel are notsrfoutheir romanticization of
Bedouin as living exponents of the temivelling Abrahamic ancestors of contemporary Jews.
But like other noble savages of the colonial imagination, whether Iroquois or Lakota in the US,
or Maasai in Kenya, they can only baderstood as static, frozen in the past, unable to survive
within their culture and also in the modern world. This racial ideology helps legitimize the
Zionist colonization of Palestine and also enables the total neglect of contemporary Bedouin
culture and society within Israel and the rest of Palestine today as potentially worthy
interlocutors in problems such as -eaistence, dispute resolution, or desert agriculture and
development. The great anthropologist Johannes Fabian developed his theory of @fiicamr

in hisTime and the Other: How Athropology Makes its Objdde explained that ethnographic

or other encounters with notWestern peoples were literally understood as time trageh
glimpse at an earlier time. This is a convention we still seewspaper articles and movies but
that has become unacceptable in critical anthropology circles everywhere, with the exception
of still-colonial Israel.

LG A& FTNRY (KS f2FG& LISNOK 2F AYIFIAYSR NI OA
Western, ratonal, seculasscientific cultural modernity, that the Israeli state and society can

justify its blatantly segregated development patterns, and enable its seemingly irrational and
contradictory practices, emblematized in the Orwellian specter of the GRadrol. This violent
paramilitary arm of the JNF and the Israel state, actively assaults the Bedouin mode of
ddz0 aAai0SyO0Ss 020K LI ad2NrfAad yR | ANROdz { dzNF
Yet, in so doing, they are vilifying the histguiotectors of the environment, the Bedouin, who

have lived with, protected and sustained the land, and attempting to ensure their inability to
continuing to do so. They are also removing the very greenery that actually makes the desert
bloom each year, atb make way for Jewish settlers who have nonetheless shown their general
unwillingness to live in this region when they eventually sell their subsidized homes and move

to greater Jerusalem or Tel Aviv.

There can be few better exemplars of the racializemhies and madness that characterizes
LANI St Qa LI NOUKSAR Odzf GdzZNE GKFyYy GKS LISNESOdzi .
fAGSNIEt&8 WFNBY |y SIENIASNI GAYSZIQ ¢K2 ySSR {3
This representation isuse 2 2 dza (-§oing, folced NidpBderteat ofzhgé Bedouin from
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GKS flyR GKS2Q@S tAOSR 2y YR ¢g2NJ SR T2N aS@S
be brutalized and suburbanized and used for military exercises by the Jewish population.

In an absurd Orwellian fashion, Israeli scientists, working in $tatéed institutions, justify
GKSasS STTF2NIa Fa LRGSYGAlrfte KSELFdAZ G2 RAAD
I TNAOFY NBOALASyda 27F (KSApehsaddnioRte dailI&atig a 4 2
avoidance of local Arab peoples and issues. It also speaks to the avoidance of their whiteness,
and is thereby a primary site of the construction of their racial whiteness. We have all seen the
NBOSy il aLlSOil tdlage AArdnitizding dembligh€dSéw over 20 times and
counting, in order to force the Bedouin to leave the land and urbanize as sextassl lowpaid

laborers. This is while, supposedly, making way for Jewish settlers, who can only be lured into
the region with free housing and leimterest loans, which they will eventually capitalize into

wealth enough to leave. That this is being funded now by -BGddand other evangelical
Christian Zionists, partnered with the ever opportunist JNF, just addshandayer to the

spectacle and complexity of this racial system of privileges for white Jews and discrimination for
racialized Arab citizens of the state.

That this sort of craziness and juxtaposed inequality can be exposed and yet rationalized in such
confined spaces, yet amplified globally by JNF fundraising and propaganda all over the world,
along with the wider Zionist project, is generally a part of the [il]logic of colonialism. This is why
parallels to this Bedouin Palestinian specificity can bendoall over the colonial world,

LI NI A Odzf F N @ Ay AYRAISYy2dza NARIKGA Y20SYSyda |
therefore not surprising that in trying to explain the plight of the Bedouin to the thousands of

visitors to the region that Nuhas hosted in the past three decades of his work and activism, he

has often made reference to the somewhat better known Native Americans and their struggles

as a way of illustration.

Fulfilling a promise | made to Nuri that | would remember what he d@tk to educate me as a
teenager, in January 2006, | invited him to the US for the first time, to attend an indigenous
rights conference | had organized and convened with other indigenous leaders around issues of
landlessness, dispossessions, statelessaadsresistance. There he met with Winona LaDuke
and other local American Indian leaders and community members, as well as Kurdish activist
Kani Xulam, Pah F NA Ol yAad f SFRSN) WSadza abadedizBrfoRg DI NJ
professor Dia Cha, and otheihe highlight was a visit to the White Earth Indian Reservation in
sub-zero wintery northern Minnesota where we were hosted by Winona LaDuke and able to
see firsthand her efforts at land reclamation and acquisition, education, and sustainable
community deelopment through local industries. Across great gulfs of language and cultural
difference, and with the support of translation, meaningful connections were made and
similarities were explored and discussed.

7.5 The Return of the Oppressed

Inspired by what héearned from his fellow activists, Nuri returned to Israel to find his annual
hectares of barley crop had been meticulously destroyed by JNF and Green Patrol tractors just
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as it was ready for harvest, seemingly in retaliation for his visit to the US anehuing press

coverage. Slightly more than a month later, Nuri led members of HBkBI tribe in a protest

tent encampment at Al NI lj A 0 QAT E 1 3ASs aK2dziAy3ay a524y
RAAONAYAYLI(GAZ2YyZé 2y (KBcaltenA 8 K2t KREE LB? LI B &
bondage and the irony of commemorating Jewish freedom in this context. Following his Kurdish
Ozt tSIF3dzSQa SEFYLXS Ay 2FaKAy3adz2y 5/ 3 6KSNB
indefinitely to publicly call for justice, Nuri rdged to remain in protest until justice was
achieved. He remained there, with rotational relief from colleagues, over most of the next

three years, while inviting media to witness the local situation, and even holding a public
Wdzy A S NR A (i & (s theke) thie FoRowirgy Jearf dividg dabkes on Bedouin and Zionist
history* Nuri was often arrested and harassed, his tent ropes cut and then repeatedly
confiscated by the JNF, and he was forcibly removed from the area more than 4&*tirhas

he contirued unabated, until eventually a restraining order was issued preventing him from
visiting his ancestral lands, where he grew up as a child and his ancestors are buried.

Last year, one of his many struggles finally resulted in his dedadgsawaited hgh court
appearance, where he defended himself with such intensity that he won over the hostile judge
and convinced the Israeli judicial system of both his sound legal case and the impossibility of so
admitting, because of the vast implications for the wagociety. During recess from this trial,

b dzNJ& Q-#epair slzdp2was denied renewal of its license even though everything in his
application was in order. He was then arrested for operating an illegal business, taken to court,
found guilty, and sentencenh January of 2011 to a term of 7 months in jail. Also around this
time, the emboldened rightving government in Israel began its destruction ofAfdqib, in

what seems to partially be a punishment of Nuri and the other activists, and partially an
experment to assess whether they can get away with this ethnic cleansing throughout the
Negev, to make way for planned Jewish Settlement. From jail, Nuri has continued his struggle
unabated, as have the Bedouin of-Aaqgib and the dozens of other unrecognizBddouin
communities, and the wider Palestinian communities of which they are a part. His struggle
began when he was a young child of 6, in 1948 when the Nakba began and his family was
forced from their land to another area in contemporary Israg|.

Meanwhile, home demolitions and intensified harassment of the villagers in Amra continues to
escalate, as suburban Omer tries to remove them so it can expand its Jewish only suburb in
their direction. As | found the case to be in 1987, so it continues. Profassbactivist Yitzhak

bS@2 alrAR 2F GKAa aAddz dA2yyY a9@Sy GK2dzZa3K GKS
get no education from us; our health clinic does not treat them; they are not hooked up to our

A ¥ 4 A 9~

water or electricity suppliesand theB Fdza S A & 204 O2ff SOGSRDE

So, the struggles of Nuri el Okbi, the TarabtBama and EDkbi tribes, and the villages of Amra,
Al-Araqib and all the other unrecognized Bedouin villages contiwes do the struggles of
those who support them in the fighior a world in which racism and injustice is not allowed to
prevail, because it dehumanizes us all. It is important to explore the intricacies of evolutionist
and scientific racism, uneven development and underdevelopment, and the use of
environmental rhéoric to justify colonization. As Edward Said taught us, it is in critically
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dissecting systems of oppressive knowledge that our greatest chances for transforming
relations of power lie.

! The author wishes to thank Sharana B., Mich Levy and Sara Kershtiegiff close and thoughtful readings of
earlier versions of this essay.

The issue of Unrecognized Bedouin villages, of which there are about 45 with a population of about 90,000

people today, is discussed more below in this essay, and in severalestbeys in this volume, and refers to

LANI StQa €S3rt YIydsS@SNAy3I G2 RSOfINB Fft SEAadlAy3a . SR:
townships it created in the 1970s and 1980s.

*hyS 2F GKS R21 Sy 2NJ a2 .SR2dAy WiNR6SaAa=ZQ 2Nyl iA2yaos

* Although, the racially divided conditions in parts of Brooklyn could also be considered apartheid of a sort, and in
this sense | was just experiencing a more codified and extreme version in Israel, the two not being entirely
unrelatedc but that is a story ford 2 4 KSNJ G A YS X

®The launch of this edited volume is timed specifically to commemorate the Nakba, as is done each year, and to
join the strengthening JNF Campaign, part of the growing BDS Movement.

® http://www.facebook.com/jewishnationalfund
" See Abu Sittain Volume 3 of the JNF seriéstp:/jnfebook.net/

& Michael Evenari, Leslie Shanan, Naphtali Tadmor, The Negev: The Challenge of a Desert, 2nd Edition, Harvard
University Press, 1982.

° Columbia University Presk983.

The protest happened on 4/14/2006.

Y4t NP GS&G YR {(dzRé HBXAFE N I NIBEIAIKG 4¢ hSNBSHAED / 2SEA AL
Edition, September 200Www.dukium.org

2 For an extensive lisif home demolitions and other JNF and ILA [Israeli Land Authority] actions in the Negev this

calendar year, and which put the-Ataqib actions in broader context, see:

http:/ /www.dukium.org/modules.php?name=Content&pa=showpage&pid=23

Bekra a0GNHZA3IES F2NI NAIAKGAE Ay LaNI SE adlyRa Ay aidl Ny O2)
exile during the Nakba, and whose sturggle to this day is for the Rigtdtafn.

YWyl dKFEY [/ 221% GLANI Sf ¢dNya dzlJ 6KS 1SFG G2 90A00G . SR:
http://www.jkcook.net/Articles3/0417.htm
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8. Tree Planting as Pedagogy
Corey Balsam

8.1 Introduction

On 17 June2009, close to 1,300 Toronto students from grade five through grade eight
participated in a tree planting initiative at the newdgtablished Canada Forest in Toronto's
Downsview Park.The event was the first of its kind as part of a partnership agreement
between Parc Downsview Park Inc. and the Toronto chapter of the Jewish National Fund (JNF)
2F /FYFIRI® ¢SN¥YSR | G¢gAyyAy3d tNRINFY=Zé GKS S
at Downsview and the scalled Toronto Community Forest, a subsectiothef INF Yatir Forest

in the northern Nagab desert. Five area Jewish schools and nine area public and Catholic
schools took part in the activities, which gave student participants the opportunity to plant
trees locally in the Canada Forest such that anakéeqqumber of trees would also be planted in

the Toronto Community Forest on land that had been confiscated from the Bedouin in the
Negev.

A subsequent eventthis time open to the public was held in the fall. According to a joint

press release in SepterBNJ HAnndpE GKS ¢gAyyAy3a tNRBINFYE A
ddzadFAylroAfAGEE YR aGaKAIKEAIKG GKS aKFINBR gl
Sy @A NRB YPer&yninimém donation of $36 per tree to the JNF, participants spent the day
planting treesand engaging in other green activities. For every tree they planted, another

would be planted in Israel.

tK2aS ¢gK2 IINB FgFNBE 2F GKS wbcCcQa GFOGAOa | 0NZ
WbC FOdGSYLX G &3INBSY g I swukdenfti# guisd af anvirorgnengalsm.l £ A &
Tree planting has after all been a central mode by which the JNF has sought to garner funds and
support, going back several decades. The Twinning Programs differ little in this regard from

more traditional JNF tree @hting initiatives, which have involved exchanging small donations

F2NJ I OSNIAFTAOFIGS 2F NBO23aAYyAlGA2Yy GKFG | GNBS
between the more traditional tree planting initiatives and the Twinning Programs is tkeat th

latter involve a truly embodied experience. Instead of simply sending money, the Twinning
Programs allow participants to physically act out the planting as if they themselves were Zionist
LIA2YSSNEZ oNBIF{AYy3a GKS tIfSAEVMAY ALY az2Af | yR a

This article argues_ that through this act, Canadian students are being inculcated into
Gy FddzNF € AT Ay3e GKS KAAG2NE 2F O2f2yAlf asdadats

8.2 Seeing the Whiteness for the Trees

In a country that relies heavily on forestsch mountains for its sense of self and national
identity, few scholars have stepped back from popular discourses of environmentalism to take
a critical look at some of the neenvironmental impacts of the spaces which many Canadians
hold so dear. ShereneaRack and Andrew Baldwin are the exception to the rule. They draw
attention to some of the originary injustices that made possible the creation of Canadian
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national parks as well as to the ongoing significance of such spaces with respect to social
construdions of race particularly that of whiteness.

To reveal the violent histories haunting colonial spacederever they may be Razack
adz3aSada GKIFIG ¢S Sy3ar3asS Ay | LINROSaa 2F adzy vl

Just as mapping colonized lands enabled Europeans to imagine aig tgia

OKFG GKSe@ KIR RAAO2OUSNBR YR GKSNBT2NBE 24\
unmapping is intended to undermine the idea of white settler innocence (the

notion that European settlers merely settled and developed the land) and to

uncover the ideoloigs and practices of conquest and dominatfon.

G2l yd I yAOS @ASgK | f20Ste KA{AYy3a OGNFXrAtK I &
soonto-be-released edited collectioRethinking the Great White Noth Wdza & & Ot £ O
Her pointis to incite readers to recognize the violence that had to be enacted to create these
spaces, and to acknowledge for whom they primarily remain. A product of clearing territories of

their indigenous inhabitants and produced as the domain of the Europeaneer or

adventurer, these spaces are mired in the legacies of violent conquest and colonial racism.

It is in the spaces of wilderness and the national park that Razack argues colonial white subjects

can come to be reassured of colonial narrativestefra nuliusand know themselves as
R2ZYAYlFYyld YR 6KAGSP® a2KAfS At RSNYySaa YI{1Sa
. FETROAY FAdINIKSNY2NBI aGAl YySOSNIKSESaa NBYIAY
construction of ‘white’ settler mythology Yy / |° s(slelRewisere.

Baldwin aptly cautions his readers not to conflate whiteness entirely with white skin colour. To
do so, he argues, would be to accept that race is simply a matter of biology and to neglect that
it is fundamentally a social comstt. The socially constructed nature of race means that it is
constantly in flux and subject to differing boundaries and interpretations depending on time,
space, and context.

To be white in places likeurope and North America is to be able to move etedted, to pass
without being unduly scrutinized as biased or threatening, and to achieve success without being
evaluated on the basis of denigrating racial characteristics. More than that, it might be the
difference between life and death. If, for inst@ you are positioned on the other side of
whiteness, your life somehow comes to matter less than if you are perceived to be on the white
side of the divid€.

We should not be surprised, therefore, that whiteness has been so sought after by peoples who

have historically been considered narhite or lessthan-white. As Richard Dyer, author of the
bookWhite> KI & oNAGISYY ao0SOlFdzaS gKAGSYSaa OF NNAS:
border that might be crossed and a hierarchy that might be clienbas produced a dynamic

GKFG KFa SYGKNIffSR LIS2LXS 6Kz 8Kl @S KIFIR lye O
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For many groups, the quest for whiteness has involved changing names, dress, habits, accents,
and even political ideologies to fit with the dominant waihorm. For others, approximation of
whiteness has gone as far as involving an outright project of Euregtyénsettlercolonialism.

Such is, of course, the story of the Zionist movement.

8.3 Colonial Mimicry

As should be clear from any examination of eaignist discourse, the leaders of the Zionist
movement saw in their particular form of Jewish nationalism an opportunity for the de
stigmatization of Jews, perceived at the turn of thé"I®ntury in Europe as a degenerate and
non-white race. The only wathey thought to deal with Jewish racialization and exclusion,
1y26y 6ARSte& a GUKS WSgAaK tNRofSYzZ¢ gha G2
would put them on the same plain as the European nations. In other words, they hoped that
through Zionismthey could normalize and whiten the racialized, downtrodden Jew of Europe.

The new Jew was produced to be as white as possible in direct contradistinction with what anti
{SYAGSa lft2y3 gAGK Ylye ®wizyArada LISNbfdg SR |
Diaspora Jew.

Il mgnp 1jdz2iS FTNRY NBGAaAA2YAal %A2yAaid fSFRSNJI
the Jid®is ugly, sickly, and lacks decorum, we shall endow the ideal image of the Hebrew with
masculine beauty, tall stature, mighty shoetd, vigorous movement, radiance of colors and
02YLX SEAZ2Yy D¢

Theodore Herzl, for his part, initially advocated for Jews to cormerinasseo Christianity,

only later opting to accomplish his aims through the alternate route of nation/dbaiiéling.

Through transplantation to Palestine, Herzl imagined that the Jews would become just like any
other EureChristian nation. The fact that they would be situated in the Orient, outside the
borders of Europe, was not perceived as an impediment but rather a sagesondition, since

AY tltSadAayS + wWSgrakK adaliS é2dfd R aSANWBS a |y

5 yASt .28l NAYy RSaAONARO6SE | SNI t ¥inyhickeAsBkgiea ¥ | &
Jews attempted to model themselves after Eurapecolonial nations as a means of escaping
persecution and the stigma of their Jewishn&ssi| SNI f ALY A2y AadY AYLl :
O2t 2y AL fAaAYE GNARAGSA . 28FNAYS>S a06SOIldzasS adzOK |
0SO2YAY 3 GKAGS gresdey @héistian fuly comld tkdrelibe in the late nineteenth

century than carrying on the civilizing mission, exporting manliness to the Eastern Jews and to
RFENJ Sad tPfSadAYyAl yaodé

Here we have one of the central paradoxes of Zionism. In order to tpgyoaimate normative

white Europeans, Jews required people of their own to denigrate and subjugate. As Joseph
alaalR gNAGSAY GoKAES AG a2dzaKEG 02 YSGl Y2NLK?2
a historical process by which it was to metamorph®&sdestinian Arabs into Jews in a displaced
geography of ani{ S Y A FACGIMNIEK SNY2NB X aAy (NI yaFSNXESEAE GF
aldalR addz33Sada aAid o0SOFYS ySOSaalNER G2 GNIvya
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9 dzN2 LJS Iy Thewssaltdwa the forced displacement of more than threearters of a
million Palestinians and the establishment of a Jewish supremacist society characterized by a
racism reminiscent of that which Jews faced ever so recently in Europe.

8.4 Environmental Colonialism anthe JNF Forest

The JNF was established in 1901 at the Fifth Zionist Congress as an arm of the World Zionist
Organization for the explicit purpose of purchasing and developing land for Jewish settlement

in Palestine. Following the creation of Isa¢he Pdestinian Nakba the new state allocated

large parcels of confiscated land to the JNF. These lands included thos€df §of SR & LINB & -
FoaSyiSSaé¢ K2 NBYIFIAYSR gAGKAY LaNIXStua ySg o
property. Today, the INEFgy & | LILINPEAYI G6Sf & wmoz 2F LaNF St Q&
exclusive benefit of Jews. An additional 80% is under the control of the Israeli Lands Authority
(ILA), on whose board the JNF appoints 10 out of 22 seats. ILA lands are likewis¢ cases

forbidden to norJews.

In 1961, the JNF was recognized as the official caretaker of Israel's forests, granted the
privileges of a public authority under Israeli law, while preserving its ability to operate as a
charitable organization around ¢hworld. As the caretaker designate of Israel's forests, the JNF

went on to occupy a central place in Zionist discourse. According to popular Zionist mythology,
GKS LaNI St 2F GKS 0 A 8bubsingelthe JefvighleSle Jomet2808 ArA f S =
ago it had turned into swampland and desert as a result of apparent misuse and neglect by its
Arab inhabitants. Palestine was understood to be essentially uninhabited and uncultivated in

the absence of the Jews, and Zionists of all political stripesvselithat the return of the Jews
redeemed the land as it redeemed the Jewish people. It is believed that the Jews brought the

land back to life, returning it to its prior glory through, amongst other things, their unique love

and biological connectednes® the land. As Israel's first President Chaim Weizmann once
NBYFN] SR aLG asSSya |a AFT D2R KIFIR O2@0SNBR (K
sand, so that its beauty can only be brought out by those who love it and will devote their lives
toheah y3 AG&° 62dzyRa dé

Accompanied by colonial discourses of civilizing and modernizing the landscape with superior
9dzNR LISFY F INAKROdzf GdzNI f GSOKYyAldzSax GKA& (@&LiS
operations, painting itself simply as an environmdntaganization while engaging in the
ongoing colonization of Palestinian territory.

The INF's work since the establishment of Israel in 1948 is perhaps best described as a form of
4 SYDANRYYSyY (i FP{Rob&2NeBoyi uses thel térd éenvironmentallaoalism to
describe efforts by certain environmental organizations to establish national parks and
conservation reserves in eastern and southern Africa. The results of these projects, he explains,
do not compare with the harm caused by slavery, for ins&g but they have most often served
Western interests at the expense of AfricalisThe creation of national parks has led to the
displacement of ordinary Africans, and has served to prevent Africans from reoccupying lands
from which they either had left écause of disease or had been expelled by European military
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forces?” Canadian national parks, including Downsview Park in Toronto, can also be seen in this
light, considering that all areas now considered national parks were once either home to First
Nations, or else were considered part of their territories prior to European colonization. A
former military base, Downsview Park sits on the traditional territory of the Mississaugas of the
New Credit First Nation.

Consistent with environmental colonizatiorrgpects in Africa, Canada, and elsewhere, JNF
afforestation has sought to Europeanizand in this case Judaizeéhe Palestinian landscape,
attempting to create facts on the ground as barriers to Palestinian return. The JNF's Canadian
chapter is particularlymplicated in this colonial project through the now infamous Canada Park
forest. Canada Park was established in 1973 to cover up the ruins of three Palestiniamvillages
WLYgl &> | | f dexlepbpyl&ed arl Aleinolishddbohly a few years earlier bylDie.
Fifteen million Canadian dollars were donated to plant a forest on the remains of the villages,
all of which lie in the occupied West BafikCanada Park continues to be a popular destination

for Jewishlsraelis from across Israel, while many of tlaéeBtinians who had called what is now
Canada Park their home continue to live in refugee camps on the other side of the separation

wall, prohibited from returning.

Elsewhere in the West Bank, JNF afforestation is used to prevent Palestinians fromgpémnti

well as to expand areas surrounding illegal Jessasaeli colonie$? To accomplish these aims

the JNF has made it their practice to plant European pines. Aside from producing a more
familiar, white settlercolonial landscape, pines are used becatlssy grow quickly and destroy

most other small plants because of their acidity, ultimately making the land unusable for
tFfSadAYyAlLrY &aKSLIKSNRa® Ly (GKAa NBaLlSOlx= WwWbC
colonies in the West Bank, intended fiarther diminish Palestinian territory and stake claim to

as much land as possible for Jewistaeli settlement.

The JNF's efforts are currently focused in the Nagab desert under the banner Bfudbgrint
Negevcampaign. Hopes are that this initiativell make way for hundreds of thousands of new
WSsAaK aSGiatf SNAE Ay GKS FNBIF ST NBTINIpBRershig o0 &
with the Israeli government and a number of private organizations, this project aims to spread
out the kraeli population as well as attract new immigrants, particularly from Canada and the
{3 2 0SS lY2y3 aGLaNIStUa ySgSad ASYSNIraGAz2y

The overtly colonial nature of this campaign is indicative of the ongoing project of internal
colonization th& continues apace. The Nagab is depicted as empty land, a frontier, just waiting
to be settled by Zionist pioneers.

Unsurprisingly, the imagined emptiness of the Nagab is mostly on account of Israeli colonial
practice, which since the Nakba has soughtax@e Nagab Bedouin to live within a small area

lj

l.fl

2

northwest of the Jewistisraeli city of Beersheva known as tBiyag 2 NJ & Of 2 & dzZNB P ¢

2dziAARS 2F (GKS aAxelr3 INB adzyNBO23yAl SR | yR
as water, electrity, and sewage treatment. These villages are frequently demolished to make
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way for development projects including Jewish residential settlements and JNF forests, planted
with the assistance of donors both in Israel and abroad.

Afforestation in what is novknown as the Yatir Forest began in 1965 when, according to the
romantic narrative described on the JNF website, JNF Director of Land and Forestry Joseph

2 SAGT GaKATUSR KA& 3JIT S G2 G(KS az2dzik A 2NRSN
Despik its arid landscape, Weitz was adamant about the establishment of the forest, which he
envisioned as a security zone to protect Israelis from the West Bank, then under Jordanian rule.
Today, the Yatir Forest is the largest forest in Israel consistingad than four million treed’
{AlGdz2 6SR 2y (GKS 2dz0 KSNY LIR2NIA2Y 2F GKS | SO0NER
GASsaz¢é +yR (2dzi AG Fa | ANBFG LIXFOS G2 KI @
forest serves as a research 1@2 NJ SY GANR Y YSy i+t SELISNAYSyGa |
greenhouse gases.

A

a
a

What the JNF literature fails to mention is that one of the major goals of planting in Yatir has
been to keep saalled illegal Bedouin construction and grazing at Hldyke inthe West Bank,

the logic is to occupy as much land as possible for the benefit of Jews, while squeezing
Palestinians into smaller and smaller tracts of land. Contra JNF claims that afforestation is
NEAG2NAY3a GKS S02aeaiSY hive alsd oNBnOas Miat idaAldy(i A 2 Y A
afforestation causes serious and irreparable damage to the ecosystem due to the introduction
of foreign species such as the European pfHe.addition, while it mostly lies on the Israeli side

of the green line, a poibn of the forest protrudes into the West Bank, cutting into illegally
occupied territory to link up with the religious settlement of Beit Yatir, just south of Susya in the
southern Hebron Hills area. Both of these settlements are particularly notoriausidtence
toward Palestinians in the area.

8.5 Raising People, Raising Funds

LY FTRRAGAZY G2 aSNBAYy3I & GKS &LINK yOhellNFE 1A 2y
has played a fundamental role as an agent of Je&ishist education around thevorld. Some

JNF officials have even argued that the pedagogical aspect of its fundraising campisigns
propaganda have been even more important to the JNF than the direct generation of funds.

As recent JNF director of fumdising Yechiel Leket once pifock YSRX a8S | NB y2i
Fdzy Ra o0dzi 6S IINBX |faz2 NIAaAy3a LIS2LIES wXe6 G2
Tdzy Ba o¢

Israeli geographer Yoram B@ial explains this logic further in his revealing b&skpaganda
and Zionist education: The JsWiNational Fund, 1924947 .He writes:

I OO2NRAY3I (G2 GKS WbCxX GiOKS R2ylGA2Yy Ay Al
means for the accrual of money for the Zionist movement. Donation of this sort

strengthened national consciousness, so one should censidis, not the

collection of funds, as the success of Zionist propaganda. This was so since the

10z



Tree Plannhg as Pedagogy

YFEAY LJzN1J32aS 2F O2tf SOGAY3I Rangdnidghi®ya gl a a
bring the masses closer to Zionish.

The JNF's most famous fundraising/pedagalgiechnique is its Blue Box: a small tin container

in which millions of Jews around the world have been socialized to deposit coins for the
purpose oftizedakatt | SONB g F2NJ aOKIFNAGe&dé h@SNI GKS O2dz
Blue Boxes have beatistributed around the world to the extent that they are now found in

GKS a@tad Yla2NriGe 2F »LA#FyArald Kz2ySaé Ay (GKS w

The appearance of the Blue Box has changed dozens of times. It was originally plain blue with

the initials of the JNF wten in Hebrew along with a bold Star of David. Later on, the JNF began
putting images on the Blue Box such as a borderless map showing JNF development in what is
now Israel extending to the east into Tradhsrdan and often accompanied by small depictions

of halutzinE G %A 2y Aald LIA2YSSNERZ¢ GAfEtAYy3d GKS az2ifo |
defined. The new map showed an outline of Israel from the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan

River, notably without demarcating the borders of the West Bank aawhGtrip, under Israeli
occupation since 1967.

Most recently, the JNF has dropped the map on its Blue Boxes, possibly due to widespread
acceptance amongst world Jewry of a tatate solution, which would see a Palestinian state in
the West Bank and Ga&irip alongside a Jewighajority Zionist state. In its place are images

of Jewish youth depicted as young pioneers assisting in the reclamation of the land. Although
by no means seffeflexive of the historic significance of these images with respecletsish
regeneration and whiteness, the description of the New Blue Box on the JNF website is honest
about its pedagogical intentions:

{AyOS A& RSo6dzi AY wmdbdnm I BtheBu€CBbEihag FFAOAI ¢
represented JNF and its efforts to adep the land and roads, build

communities, strengthen agriculture, and create water reservoirs in Ishag.

also a vehicle for educating Jewish youth and involving them in these efforts in

order to foster their Zionistic spirit and inspire their supfor the State of Israel.

For many Jews, the Blue Box is bound up with childhood memories from home

and the traditional contributions they made in kindergarten and grade scffool.

¢CNBES LXFYyldAy3a Aa FyYy2G0KSNJ 2F GKS mpdig@sQtree G NI RS
planting is encouraged as a great gift idea for any occasion: weddings, Bar or Bat Mitzvahs,
birthdays, births. But most of all, tree planting is encouraged as a way for children to
commemorateTu Bishvatthe Jewish new year for trees.

During the late Second Temple period Tu Bishvat was marked as a key date on the tithing
OFft SYRFNE UKAOK RSUSNNYAYSR gKSYy F22R 2FFSNRAY S
{2dzNDS 2F Fftf FodzyRIyOS | yR ({F2AfteNBedreple Gas G K G |
destroyed, Tu Bishvat lost its relevance until it was revived in the sixteenth century by
Kabbalists, Jewish mystics who found significance in marking the occasion. Tu Bishvat remained
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an obscure holiday marked by only a small minority of Jews$ tegséimerging once again in the
MpHnax GKAA GAYS o6& (GKS WbC ¢Sl OKSNH&a az2@0SyYS
GKNRdzIK 6KAOK G2 Od& GAQIGS |1 SoNBgs ARSyGAGE dE

In Israel, treeplanting in general, celebrated annually on Tu Bishvat, became a tewctraty

through which to naturalize new immigrants with the land and root them in the soil. It also

served as a means of fulfilling the Zionist promise of normalizing or whitening the Jew by
transforming the stereotypically weak and wandering Jewishybiotb a strong, Hebrew one.

'8 LNHzdA . N} @SNXYIyYy SELXIFIAyaY Gai0KNRBdzZZK G(KS LISN
transform the 'rootless cosmopolitan' Jew into a physical laborer. The labor of planting thus
naturalizes the Jew, while at the same timermalizing her to fit with the new national

AYE PS¢

8.6 The JNF Tree as Proxy Colonist

In one of the more famous scenes of the 1964 Oswaninated Israeli comed$allah Shabati

the main character, a Moroccan immigrant played by actor Haim Topol, ismgjaatiree in a

JNF forest a common practice for new immigrants to Israel. As Shabati is planting, the
American donor for whom the forest is named arrives to have his photo taken, but soon after
he leaves, the sign is quickly replaced with a different nameady for the next foolish donor
convinced that an area of the forest would actually be named afterflitnis this scene that
came to mind when staff at the JNF Toronto office informed me that no map actually exists
which indicates where the Toronto Cominity Forest is actually located. The only way | could
find out where the forest lies within the expansive Yatir Forest was if a JNF forester were to
physically take me there and show it to me.

Had an area really been set aside in the Yatir ForestHerscalled Toronto Community
Forest? Does the money donated by the participants of the fall Twinning Programs actually go
to planting trees in Yatir, or does it simply go to supporting JNF operations as a whole? The
answer to these questions remains umizn. Clearer are the pedagogical implications of the
program.

British historian Simon Schama writes that the trees donated by Jews in the Diaspora to the JNF

I NB € A1S aLINBnstead af ghysicalydoyirig #odstael, the trees in this vietnaa
ddzoadAalddziSa F2N) aSGGtSYSyidz AYEFEYAYIFOS LI OSK
reclamation. They anme described more appropriatetyproxy colonists, intended to further the
dispossession of Palestinians and expand Jewish territorial claims.

What then becomes of the donors? What effect does the tree planting have on their
subjectivities? A plausible answer is that the donors come to know themselves as akin to
pioneers, European colonists civilizing the desert and settling the frontier.

The Twinning Programs have a dual significance in this regard. Planting in the Canada Forest
allows participants to identify with the Canadian colonial state project at the same time as it
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facilitates a connection with Israel and the Zionist movemérite Canda Forest, itself a

symbol of colonialism, thereby acts both as an intermediary space intended pedagogically to
connect Jews in the Diaspora with the JNF and the Zionist project, as well as a space in which to
strengthen the connections between Jews andv&Han colonial whiteness. What better way

of accomplishing this than through environmentalis®® Razack argues, environmentalism in

Canada remains a central trope of whiteness today, tied closely with setilenial myths of

terra nulliusand the creak 2y 2 F LJdzZNB LI | OS & 4 ByppasitiznihghistaBl 6 & N,
as a country that goes out of its way to respect the environment and reclaim the land, the JNF is
positioning Israal and by association Jewsas a civilized Western people in the eyes o
participants characterized by an analogous form of whiteness.

Embodied, experiential pedagogy of this sort thus not only helps to strengthen attachments
between Diaspora Jews and Israel, but it also helps reinforce feelings and perceptions of Jewish
belonging in Canada and among the white nations of the world.

8.7 Conclusion

Throughout its centurplus in business, the JNF has actively worked to reinforce and establish

a strong connection between world Jewry and the Zionist project by using one of thedete

symbols of settlecolonialisnt the unsullied forest or national parkas a pedagogical tool. In

doing so, it has been able to fund its colonization campaigns while at the same time

O2y NROdzGAY 3T (G2 %A2YyAaYQA NI OAl formaiePvdi® Ol 2 F
Europeans.

Disguised behind discourses of environmentalism, the Twinning Program might thereby be one
of the JNF's most sophisticated pedagogical techniques to date due to its ability to facilitate a
fully embodied experience, one whidilows participants to know themselves as though they
too are strong, white, Zionist pioneers.all goes as planned from the JNF's perspective, the
participants will either decide to emigrate to Israel or, equally as important, turn out to be good
public relations agents and fundraisers for the JNF and the Zionist movement wherever they
may reside.

4/ t2a8 G2 mMZonn tDovdeRiBwRark to Urdte/ ComdBuBitied Sourd the World and
902aeailisSvyazé LINBaa NBfSFHaSy WSgAEAK blrdA2ylft CdzyR 2F [ I
http://mwww.downsviewpark.ca/media/TwinningDay_16June2009.pdf

*The Nagab is known in Hebrew as the Negev.

S6¢coAyYyAyad S@Syid eAaff 4SS GNBSa LI FYyGSR Ay FSRSNIf LI NJ
National Fund of Canada and Parc Downsview ParkMacketwire, August 28, 2009,
http://www.marketwire.com/pressrelease/PareDownsviewParkinc-1037064.html

"UYKSNBYS whi+OlZ GLYGNRR&DEAZYYwW? OSY BILI OS 6§Q2VESE NI O3
(Toronto: Between the Lines, 2002).
*{KSNBYS whkitOl a/2f2yAlltGAaAz2yyY ¢KS D22Rs (GKS . IFRZ FyR

Audrey Kobayashi and Andrew Baldwin (Vancouver: UBC Rmgélspming).
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S yRNBS .+t ROAYS G/ NB2Yy bdzA t Adza FyR whkOAFE wdzg 8Y whk OS85
I FYFRIEZE 1 YyGALRRBS nMI H OHANMOI HNOH

"TC2NJ Y2NB 2y (GKAAa LKSy2YSy2ys 2F0GSy NEBHHNNBThed2 & &NI C
Eviction of Muslims from Western Law and Politics (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2888), 3

®Richard Dyer, White (London and New York: Routledge, 1992)).19

SLEALII 3S 6S8SGsSSYy GKS NI OAl f Ay BRYBRRA.SfAl @IFs WHIKISE WERATOA S
sexualized/classed/raced social constructions, and often embodied by the same individual(s), was common in the
19th and early 20th centuries, and has been explored in the works of Sander Gilman, amongst others.

194 WisR Russian derogatory term for Jew.

11 Ze'ev (Vladimir) Jabotinsky quotedBenjamin BeiHallahmjat 2 f AGAOL € YR [AGSNINE ! yag
vdzSadAaz2yady t NRdzaAdGs w280Sx CNBdzZR FyR I SNIifhe Ay taeldKz2l
Israel/Palestine Case, eds. John Bunzl and BenjamitiBkgthmi, 12 (Boston: Klewer Academic Publisher, 2002).

2 Theodore Herzl, The Jewish State (New York: Dover Publications, 1988), 96, reprint of 1946 edition by the
American Zionist Emergency C&uA f = o6 &SR 2y FANRG 9y3IftAakK SRAGAZ2Y I (NI
2NAIAYlFff& LdzoofAaKSR da a5SN) WdzRSyaidl Fdé Ay +ASYylFsS wmy.

3 Daniel Boyarin, Unheroic conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man (Berkeley:
UnMSNEAGE 2F /FEAF2NYALS MppTOod . 28FNRY O02NNRga (GKAAE LIKI
aSyyY ¢KS ' YOAQIESYyOS 2F /2f2y33f 5A402d2NESZ¢ hOG20SNI H

“bid., 272312.
bid., 302.

16.Joseph Massad,he Persistence of the Pataian Question: Essays on Zionism and the Palestinians (London:
Routledge, 2006)68.

Y bid., 169.

Bwalyyt /@ [2y3s aw220Ay3 5Al aLR N} =-LwS@EBdaypas obtheli A 2y Y %)
Institute of British Geographef3 (2008):66.

¥ Chaim Weizmann quoted InNXzd . NI GSNX I ys G¢NBS s+ NEY | &adGdzRe 2F ylIi
F2dzNJ b2NIK ! YSNAOIY [/ AGASaAZé &t KOP50 RAAADPT | YADBSNERAGE

Pw2oSNI bStazys GI9YDPANRYNBIWIFNRY 26 BNROK i@ sYey oK $ O WHRDLIS y
“Ibid., 65.
2 bid., 73.

Boaldly . NRyadSaAys awSadtsSaa tFENJY hy (GKS [FGNHzy +Aff 3
http://www.zochrot.org/images/latrun_booklet_englishsupplement.pdf

2 Eyal Weizmartiollow Land: Israel's Architecture of Occupation (New York: Verso, 2(07),

PLANI STY ¢KS bSEG mn | SINEY WbCU& . 2f RlewshBatichel | YR / 2YY
Fund,October 25, 200ettp://support.jnf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pr_Next 102006

®ahdzNJ | AA02NESE WSHAAK blOAZ2YyLf OdpbsubnfhisdSaaSR al & oz +
27 \1a;
Ibid.

ZIRA YIGT TS aDNBSY | (-WDICS 2&KRFY a2 7/ SHKE BSOSNIOESNY U[MEI Hnny
www.kkl.org.il/kkl/english/main_subject/lastupdates/.../wordyatir.doc

2 pid.
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Tree Plannhg as Pedagogy

OVl TNAN WAYFGSE awbC ' aAy3a ¢NBSa (2 ¢Kok NI . SR2dzZAY DNR S
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1044396.html

*!1lan Pappe, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine (Oxford, One World, 2007), 17.

% Yechiel Leket quoted in Irus Braverméng NBS 61 NBEY ! &dGdzRé 2F ylFaGdaNIf I20SNY
b2NIK ! YSNAOIY /AGASAaAZ¢ 2007K70.5 RAAADPT | YADBSNEBAGE 2F ¢ 2 NJ

#Yoram BaiGal,Propaganda and Zionist education: The Jewish National Fundg19#4 (Rochester, N.Y.:
University of Rochester Press, 20Q1),

% Braverman, 69.
¥t dzaK1S A& _ARRAAK FT2NJ a0l yo¢
¥gwbC {G2NBY bSs . f dzS accesked KlarcWSlg20BK bl A2yl f CdzyRE

https://secure2.convio.net/jnf/site/Ecommerce/279160063?VIEW_PRODUCT=true&product_id=2561&store_id=3
181

A9 f 2yE bl 2YA a® | &YLys I NIKdzNI 2140265 aLYyGNRRdzOGAZY
Anthology, eds. Ari Elon, Naomi M. Hyman, Arthur Wascow (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 2000),

XV.

% ong, 71.

% Braverman, 77.

“Bradlé . dzNE G2y S G¢KS {KS1Sf 0STF2NB GKS {dG2NXYY D! al 3IFT Ay
2008, http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1037188.html

*1 Simon Schama, Landscape and Megm@®lew York: Vintage Books, 1996), 5.
Pwik T FO1E a/2f2yAlLGARZY ©¢


http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1044396.htm%20l
https://secure2.convio.net/jnf/site/Ecommerce/279160063?VIEW_PRODUCT=true&product_id=2561&store_id=3181
https://secure2.convio.net/jnf/site/Ecommerce/279160063?VIEW_PRODUCT=true&product_id=2561&store_id=3181
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1037188.html
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9. Canada Park: Canadian Complicity in a War Crime
Ismail Zayid

G1 SNB Aad 2dzNJ K2dzaS>é¢ FdaRd RL OMNIAK KX | QR KM K I 3
WLYSl & 09YYlFdzAOS LRAYGAYy3I G2 (GKS NUzoofS 2F K7
Israel invaded and occupied Sinai, the West Bank, Gaza and the Golan Heights.

¢tK2dzal yRa 2F QAffF3aISNAEI FNB BwnWaméwwng &ill gyl £ dz |y
remembering their homes that stood there until Israel erased them from the face of The Holy

Land, when they were systematically dynamited and bulldozed. In Beit Nuba alone, 18 old or
disabled men, who were unable or unwilling to leave their homes itlstawere buried under

the rubble. No fighting took place in these villages when they were occupied in the early hours

of 6 June 1967.

The three villages were once part of what was called the Latrun salient. Over 10,000 people
lived there; they had schosl mosques, agricultural land and many centuries of history. It was

AY WLYglLA 09YYldzav 6KSNB /KNRadGAlya o0StAS@S
Crucifixion.

The destruction of these villages was witnessed and described by the Israeli jaufmabs
Kenan, who was a reserve soldier in the occupying force in Beit Nuba. He gave this account to
the Israeli newspapel | Qh f I Y!, whichl & prohibited by the state censor from
publishing it. It was sent to all members of the Knesset, and to theeP¥Minister and Defense
minister, but no response was received. The following is an excerpt:

G¢KS dzyAd O2YYFYyRSN) G2fR dza GKFdG Ad KIFIR 068
Ay 2dzNJ AaSOG2NTr (KSe& oSNB . SAO bdzoml > WLYg!Il a
entrances of the villages and prevent inhabitants [from] returning ... The order

was to shoot over their heads and tell them not to enter the village.

G. SAU bdzol A& o0dzZAf G 2F FAYS ljdzrk NNB adzySa
Every house is surrounddéy an orchard, olive trees, apricots, vines and presses.
They are well kept. Among the trees, there are carefully tended vegetable beds.

G! G y22y GKS FANRG odz f R21T SNJ F NNAGSR | yR L
of the village. Within ten minutethe house was turned into rubble. The olive

trees and cypresses were all uprooted. After the destruction of three houses, the

first refugee column arrived from the direction of Ramallah. We did not fire in

the air. There were old people who could hardlglky murmuring old women,

mothers carrying babies, small children. The children wept and asked for water.

They all carried white flags.

G2S G2fR GKSY G2 32 G2 .SAO0 {ANl® ¢KSe& G2
had been wandering like this for four yig without food, some dying on the
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road. They asked to return to their village ... Some had a goat, a lamb, a donkey

or a camel. A father ground wheat by hand to feed his four children ... The

children cried. Some of our soldiers started crying too. Wetwe fetch the

Arabs some water. We stopped a car with a major, two captains and a woman ...

We asked the officers why these refugees were sent from one place to another

and driven out of everywhere. They told us that this was good for them, they

should @ ® Wa2NB20SNEQ &l AR GKS 2FFAOSNEYE WHKI
Fyéeogl e KQ

G2S RNR@GS (G(KSY 2dzid ¢KSe& 3I2 2y 6 yRSNAYy3I |
unit was outraged. The refugees gnashed their teeth when they saw the

bulldozers pull down the treedNone of us understood how Jews could behave

fA1S GKAA®P®P b2 2yS dzyRSNR(l22R gKeé (KSasS vy
allowed to take blankets and some food.

N

G¢KS OKAO1SYya I'yR R2@Sa 6SNB 0dz2NASR Ay @K
wasteland in font of our eyes. The children who went crying on the road will be
WFSRIFI2SSYyQ WFNBSR2Y FAIKISNEG Ay YAySGSSy
f2ad GKS GAO0UG2NE P¢

Uri Avneri, then a Knesset member, described the destruction of these villages asite avedin
ONRYS® ¢KAA o6l ad OFNNASR 2dzi 2y (GKS RANBOUG 2NF
armed forces. These acts are in direct violation of The Fourth Geneva Convention, 1949, to
which Israel is a signatory. Article 53 of the convensitates:

G!'ye RSaA0INHzOGA2Yy o6& (GKS hOOdzLleAy3d t26SN 27F
individually or collectively to private persons, or to the state, or to other public
I dzG K2 NA GASa 2NJ a20AFf 2NJ O22LISNY 6A QS 2NEHIY

It is now dificult to spot the ruins and the rubble. Today in this spot stands the infamy called
&/ Iy RI® withlpNdiczateas for Israelis, built with Canadian-deductible dollars
provided by the Canadian branch of the Jewish National Fund (JNF).

It was in B73 that Bernard Bloomfield of Montreal, then President of the JNF of Canada,
spearheaded a campaign among the Canadian Jewish community to raise $15 million to
establish Canada Park, so as to provide a picnic area accessible to Israelis from Jerusalem and
Tel Aviv.

At the entrance of Canada Park, just off John Diefenbaker Parkway (opened by Diefenbaker
KAYaStT AY mMpTtp0O> Aad | arady GKFG Nbpgropsw G2 St C
GKS WSgAaK bl GA2y Il CdzyR frihe upkeép & thegark,th&sS Wb C
removed all signs of the villages and their inhabitants from the area. It would seem that only

the Canadian donors are worthy of being remembered; their names are engraved in the bronze
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plaques that cover an entire wall. Brestingly, these donors are not directly informed that the
park is built on the site of the demolished villages. The Director of the American JNF stated:

aLa Aa | RSEAOFGS &aAldz GA2yZ FyR 2yS Olyy
Canadian JNF] whiclatipers money from abroad, to publicise the issue [of the
RSY2tAGA2Yy 2F (GKSaS QAatftlraSadeadéd 02LId OAlG PO

The glossy guidebook, published by the JNF of Canada, has an entire page devoted to the
history of the area, including the Biblical, Roman, Crusader aigtBperiods, but has no
mention of these villages or their destruction. Another step in the obliteration of the villages
from memory can be seen in their absence from Israeli mipggire 1.1(below), shows the
GKNRAGAY3A @Attt IS 28Ffollsedrhy kthé bulldézer krdcks geh yearsilafer m g p
(Figure 1.2, and Canada Park that was planted over the ruins 20 years Fageré 1.3.

To Ramaliah
% Boys School

oO LR LI L N

L N R ; e SN R
Figure1.1:¢ KS t Ff SAGAYALY @AftF3aAS 2F WLYg
6/ 2dzNIlISae 2F GKS WL yPalesineRefdmidred.com)

< 5 . 3~

As a new Canadian, my personal pain was compounded when | read in our local newspaper in
1978? that Peter Heschorn, a prominent Halifax businessman and past chairman of the

LGt YyGAO ONIYyOK 2F (0KS WbCI gl a K2y2NBR o6& (l
GKS NRAIKG IF22RYySaaé Ay KAA LI NIAOALIGOHvErmoy Ay
of Nova Scotia, the Premier of Nova Scotia and the Mayor of Halifax were in attendance and
offered their greetings. | was mortified that political leaders in my new country, Canada, would
consider the erection of recreation centers on the site of ruins amicrally demolished

peaceful villages, illegally occupied, as a humanitarian act.
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Church Used To Be Here

CA3Idz2NBE MDPHY wLY
K

Yy mMdbcyZ FFGEGSN
0/ 2dzNliSae 2F i Y

ga | KFENRGEO

CA3Idz2NE modoY WLYgla AY MpTyS aK2gAY
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Canada boasts a reputation for upholding the UN Charter, international law and human rights,
880 lft26a Ada GFELI&@SNBRQ R2ff lydds, | linde witted? y & 2 NJ
repeatedly to successive Revenue Canada Ministstgpported by some honorable politicians

like the late Senator Heath Macquarrie and Mr. R. A. Corbett¢Migressing concern about

this, and receiving only vague unhelpful answers.

CAIdNB mMednY WL Yg kgdowthof CamageyPark. 3 K2 g A y =
6/ 2dzNlISae 2F GKS WLYgla [/ KFENRGIEG
Pictures taken by Pierre Medebielle)

Father Louis, who worked at the Latrun Franciscan Monastery on the edge of the village of
WLYglL& F2N) nn &@SINBI alARTE G9@SNEB GAYS L 32
Canadian government allow it to be called Canada Park? It is built®n tNHzA y & 2 F LIS 2
K2YSade 9OSNER /[/IFYFIRAlIY &aK2dz R 6S |alAy3ay g¢gKe
this infamy?

(This article is based on one originally publishe®itlookmagazine, Canadian Jewish Outlook
Society, Vancouver, Sept/Oct 200y, permission of the author.)

! Amos Kenan, Israel Imperial News, March 1968.

2 http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/housing/standards.htm.

*9KdzR aSfidl s arOKEFESE {StIFKsS a/FytR (S8l YfB2/ H&KS FdaRys
b2 tSFEO0SzZ¢é¢ CAFAOK 9adGlraGST /FyYyFRAFY . NBFROFAGAY 3 / 2NLR NI |
(http://video.google.calvideoplay?docid2500957394773313398).

NMFGGAS 5SYyaY2NBs dl SNEOK2NY K2y2NBR o6& WSgAaK FdzyRésT ¢
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10. Drying and Réd-looding Lake Huleh: JNF's Colonial Designs in Indigenous

Landscapes
Akram Salhab

As with most cases in which settleolonial projects conflict with lantased societies and
cultures, the delicate intergpendence between humans and nature has been a secondary
victim to atrocities perpetrated against indigenous populations. The Zionist experience in
Palestine is no different and despite a long list of grievances that Palestinians could point to as
being irdicative in this regard, one brazen example stands out in particular.

In 1951 the Jewish National Fund (JNF) set about draining LakeHdilgaih Arabic] and the
surrounding swamplands precipitating an environmental disaster that, among other
consequenes, wiped out dozens of fauna and flora unique to the region. In 1994, once the full
impact of the Hula drainage project became apparent and after years of failed attempts to turn
the valley into productive agricultural land, the JNF took the unprecedestep of partially re
flooding the lake in an attempt to undo the destruction they had wrought. The sad and
troubling story of Lake Hula and the Zionist movement's hapless attempts at understanding the
native Palestinian environment stand as a monumenth® wider destruction that has befallen
Palestine at the hands of the State of Israel and the Zionist organizations that support it.
Further, the instrumental role of the JNF in instigating and supporting this disaster, along with
the many other examplesecounted in this edition of the JNF eBook series, raises serious
guestions about the organization's environmental credentials, which it continues to flaunt in
order to disguise the material and moral support it provides for the ethnic cleansing of
Palesine.

10.1 Colonization of the Hula Valley

The Huleh Valley is an area of Palestine in the Eastern Galilee that juts out into Syria to the
northeast and Lebanon to the northwest. The valley and swamplands which covered a third of
the valley's surface aréavas home to the Ghawarina ‘tribe’, a ragtag community believed to be
comprised of deserters from the Egyptian army of Ibrahim Pasha who conquered Palestine in
1832, and Algerian refugees from the failed 1847 revolution against French Tirlere is
surprisingly little written about the Ghawarina; indeed, researching this article turned up no
serious anthropological accounts of the Ghawarina, their customs and traditions, and even a
trawl through hours of oral history videos with Palestinians from theaHalley failed to shed
further light on the texture and details of their livés.

Nonetheless, various Arab, Zionist and British sources establish a picture of a group of Sunni
adzaf A YA @&NBAaARA ek shacks, vBnoden etz making Wrlizhh primitive
aStazylft | ANRKROdzZ (dzNBE FAAKAYISZ NBSR ol ajlsi
The Hula area had the most papyrus in the world; and harvesting and weaving papyrus into
mats and baskets, both for personal use as well as fler isanearby market towns, was the
Ghawarina's main source of income. In addition, they raised water buffalo (of the 5,000 buffalo
in 1930's Palestine, nearly all were found in the Hula area) as well as chickens, geese and
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fishing. This was often supplented with a small income derived from acting as guides for the
upper classes during the dubtkinting season.

Once again, the dearth of literature on the topic makes a generalization about the Ghawarina

and their relationship to the land difficult. What wao know, however, from their emphasis

GKFG 6a2dzNJ SEAAGSYyO0S RSLISYRa 2ay well &sSheikcBnstRnd 6 K A (
resistance to repeated Ottoman, British and Zionist attempts to drain the swamps, is that they

saw their way of life as beinigevitably tied up with the fate of the lake and swamplands. As

well as being home to many unique plants and animals, huge numbers of migrating wildlife
passed through the area, which lies at the meeting point of Africa, Asia and Europe. The lake

itself was one of the oldest freshwater lakes in the world and acted as a natural filtration
system for the water flowing into the upper Jordan Riler.

The idea of draining the lake and swamps began during the Ottoman era when the authorities
granted the SyréDttoman Agricultural Company, owned by Lebanese merchant Selim Salam,
the Hula as a concession area on the understanding that he would initiate a drainage project.
The concession agreement set aside around 16,000 dunums for the Ghawarina although in
reality the area they farmed and utilized was much greater. When the British first conquered
Palestine in 1917, they recognized the Salam concession and, despite heavy Zionist lobbying
and pressure, reaffirmed it again in 1923. However, as his financial positicamee
increasingly untenable, Salam agreed in 1933 to sell the concession to the Palestine Land
Development Corporation (PLDC), a company established as part of the World Zionist
Organization that used JNF and private funds to purchase land in Palestméheitiim of
populating it with Jewish immigrants.

A central problem in the area was the eymesent threat of malaria emanating from the
mosquito breeding grounds in the swamps. The logic behind the drainage project was to reduce
malaria in the area byemoving the mosquito breeding grounds, to free up agricultural land
that lay under the lake and swamps, and to divert the water to other pressing agricultural
needs® Once the concession was acquired in 1933, the PLDC and the supporting Zionist
organizatons began navigating between the competing interests of the British, the indigenous
Palestinians and the requirements of profit making, in addition to accelerating land acquisition
attempts in the ared.

Between 19371947, 18 new Jewish settlements weestablished in the are¥, often on land
purchased from Lebanese absentee landlords at the expense of the Palestinian population
whose longstanding usufruct rights to the land had been respected, at least tacitly, by the land's
previous 'owners'. As a resulvhat followed was a familiar pattern of dispossession in which
Zionist settlers repeatedly evicted Palestinians from the land, a policy which reflected similar
dynamics existent throughout the country at the time. The resultant frustrations of Pakassini
culminated in the 1936 Arab Revolt which, followed shortly by the outbreak of the Second
World War, combined to deny Zionist organizations the security and capital they need to finish
their project.
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10.2 The Nakba

As with other areas of Palestine, the 194@r was seized as an opportunity by the Zionist
movement to resolve longstanding territorial disputes by forcibly transferring Palestinians from
what were to be the new borders of the state. Under the cover of the 1948 hostilities, the
Zionist movement stceeded in clearing the Hula valley entirely of its Palestinian inhabitants,
paving the way for uninhibited Jewish colonization.

On May #' 1948, Yigal Allon oversaw 'Operation Broom’; the title of which leaves little doubt as

to its objectives. The opetian consisted of the mortaring and the methodical destruction of
Palestinian homes in the Palestinian villages of Zanghariya, Tabiga and others in the area as part
2F I 6ARSNISTFF2NI (2 GOt SIHyasS GKS A vévdold 2N 27F
dzLJLIS NJ B In tha drd8e8<céeating an estimated 2,000 refug€es.

The Zionist militias built on the Arab defeats above as well as the conquest of the regional
‘capital' Safad to initiate a 'whispering campaign'. Palestinian mukhtars (vibagers) were
warned directly by Haganah issued flyers and on the 'advice' of Jewish friends, who, acting on
the orders of regional commander Yigal Allon, told of the arrival of giant Jewish reinforcements
and were advised to flee lest they and their fags got caught in the fighting. The Arab
Department of the Haganah intelligence credited the whispering campaign strategy with
accounting for (a bizarrely specific) 18% of the exodus from the Hula panhandle.

In other areas of the Hula Valley it was nesagy to back up these rumors with actual atrocities
which could serve as examples for those choosing not to leave. One such example is the village
of atZawiya, which was mortared and raided on May" i@ order to conquer the village,
destroy it and expeits inhabitants. In some instances, hungry refugees wandered back to their
villages in order to harvest their crops, which the Palmach responded to by initiating a
systematic torching of the villages in the Hula valfeBy the end of the war, nearly af Hula's
Palestinian inhabitants were expelled outside the borders of the state with only a very small
number remaining, on the condition that they move out of the area to Nazareth.

10.3 Draining and reflooding the Lake

With the forced eviction of the resahts of the Hula plain, the State of Israel and the
supporting Zionist organizations were free to proceed apace with their attempts to drain Lake
Hula and its surrounding swamplands without the inconvenience of having to cajole the
indigenous population @ surrendering their lands and way of life. Despite its intensive
colonization efforts for the best part of the previous he#fntury, by 1949 the JNKKL only
owned 84,000 dunumé'a figure which grew to the full 175,000 dunums which constituted the
Hulavalley after the Israeli Development Authority transferred all ‘abandoned' property and
lands in the Hula area to JNF/KKL ownership, thus enabling the organization in 1951 to begin
draining the swamp?>

By the time of the draining itself, many of thetial objectives of the draining project ceased to
exist. For example, malaria, already on the decrease since British use of DDT in t##©'$930
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had been more or less eradicated by the time of the final drainage in 1958, in addition to
warnings from scidists of varying political colors that the peat soil under the swamps would
not make fertile land. The JNF proceeded with the project regardless, driven by a combination
of ideological fervor and strategic considerations over the country's northern bavidlerSyria.

Despite the diplomatic circus created by Israel's breaking the armistice agreement with Syria by
moving heavy farming equipment into the demilitarized zone, by 1958 the lake had been
completely drained, although the final stage of the projebg draining of the swamps at the
southern end of the lake, was completed only after June 18@ut far from turning the
swamp into the 'Garden of Eden' envisaged by Zionist leaders, the draining had different
environmental consequences, which are wogtloting at length:

This maAmade project marked the termination of one of the oldest documented
lakes and wetlands in history, with a rich diverse aquatic biota.... Agricultural
development of the reclaimed land was unsuccessful, and soils were affgcted b
continuous underground fires [which resulted from the gbsinage drop in the
water table]. Weathered peat soils, without a vegetation cover, were eroded by
wind. Another ecological effect was the release of nutrients by the decomposing
peat, with thenutrients carried by the Jordan River floods into the entropic Lake
Tiberius [Kinneret}’

The weathered peat soils created black dust which damaged crops. When washed into Lake
Tiberius, the nitrates and sulphates released from the decomposing peat rddheewater
guality because nitrates are major sources of the nitrogen required for algal growth. Another
indirect problem associated with the drying of the soils was the proliferation of field mice
populations, which soared and wreaked havoc on agricaltarops in the valle}?

As increasing numbers of farmers left the area due to the consequences of the drainage, the
Israeli government and the JNF realized that steps would have to be takerfltmdeareas of

the previous lake and to attempt to restormme of the wildlife. In 1994, in a joint project
between the Israeli government and the JNF, the lake weafooeled, bringing full circle the
story of Zionist intervention in the arédBy 1996, $23 million had been invested and the newly
created Lake g¢imon, much smaller and shallower than the original Lake Hula, was brought into
being. Although the new lake has gone some way to restoring some of the previous life to the
area, many species have been permanently wiped out. Today the JNF boasts on ite webs
about the success that has been achieved as a result of til@ading, willfully ignoring the

fact that it was they who were responsible for the environmental disaster in the first place.
More than anything, however, the example of Lake Hula idestifine priorities of the JNF as an
organization concerned primarily with increasing Jewish settlement. In this context, benefiting
the environment is thrown in as an afterthought to sweeten this overarching aim.

A final point to mention is the way in wiiiche entire episode has been portrayed in Zionist

discourse. In the face of the unmitigated failure of the Hula drainage project, there have been a
number of discursive responses. One has been theoddjdenial in which not only is the ethnic
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cleansing 6 Palestinians ignored, but the disaster of the project itself is also completely
ignored. One preZionist writer, writing as late as 1994, mysteriously mentions the Palestinians
Fad KF@AYy3a aRAA&LFLIISEFNBR Sy idANBf & Ihé HulaylRn idtd.JS | |
a2yS 2F (GKS Y2aid LINPALISNRAzaTZ ¢S *Udkspite thgy R F
abundant evidence to the contrary.

Another, more realistic response, has been a reversal of the Zionist ‘redemption’ of land. Here,
the reflooding of the lake is attributed to the naive idealism of Zionist forefathers whose
mistakes were a result of their overzealous attempts to build the State of Israel. Instead of
precipitating a serious reexamination of the implications of the draininghef Huleh valley,
'Zionist waterscape' and the impact of Zionist colonization of the environment in Palestine
more generally, this response has worked to present thélaeding project as one 'restoring
balance' between the requirements of the state anasle of nature. As such, the disaster that
JNF's policies had, and continue to have, on the Palestinian environment remain unknown to
most of the donors who happily give to the JNF in the belief that they are furthering
environmental progress.

! For an authoritative overview of Israel's impact on the Palestinian environment see: Tal, Alon, Pollution in the
Promised Land: An Environmental History of Israel, Los Angeles, University of California Press, 2002.

%Lehn and Davis. The Jewish Nationaid;1988, London, Paul Keagan International. p. 141.

% Anton, G. Blind Modernism and Zionist Waterscape: The Huleh Drainage Project, Jerusalem Quarterly 35, Autumn
2008, pp. 7692.

* The most detailed account of the Ghawarina can be found in Sufian, g Land and the Nation: Malaria
and the Zionist Project in Palestine, 19P@47. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

® Khawalde and Rabinowitz, 2002, The Race from the Bottom of the Tribe that Never Was: Segmentary Narratives
among the Ghawang of the Galilee, Journal of Anthropological Research Vol. 58. p. 223.

® Anton, 2008 p. 86.
"Ibid., p. 81.

8 Interestingly, one reason why the Zionists were so keen on creating more arable land had been their inability to
find any unused land to purchalsewhere in Palestine, a fact which testifies to the extent to which Palestine was
indeed planted, a reality in stark contrast to the Zionist myth of ‘making the desert bloom' see George, A, Making
the Desert Bloom: a Myth Examined, Journal of PaleSinelies, vol VIII, No 2, Winter 1979 pp-188L.

° For a more detailed account of the various drainage projects, see Tyler, 1994,

1% Abu Sitta, S. Atlas of Palestine: 191966. 2010.

" Allon quoted in Morris 2004, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugekl®&m: Revisited, p. 249.
“bid.

2 bid., p. 252.

“Tyler, 1994 p. 856.

5 ehn and Davis, 1988 p. 141.

%1 ehn and Davis, 1988 p. 142.
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" Inbar, M. A Geomorphic and Environmental Evaluation of the Hula Drainage Project, Australian Geographic
Studies, Valme 40, Issue 2, pp. 1555%66.

18 http:/www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society & Culture/geo/Hula.html
“1bid.
“Tyler, 1994 pp. 85856.
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11. First Ndions-Palestine Solidarity Statemeht
Coya White HaArtichoker

WIRAG2NNEA b2GSY ¢KA& GSEG A ArcAoker during thd Twin RSt A &
/I AGASE adG2L) 2F GKS WbS@OSNI ! Il Ay -AohistHdlogadis2 yS ¢ 2
survivor, writer and activist Dr. Hajo Meyer. Coya is a First Nations activist based in the Twin
Cities, in Minnesota, who was asked to talk about the ways in which the struggles of her own
community relate to those of the Palestinians. It is of particuédevance in this volume, and so

is reproduced here in full, because it exemplifies the bridges being built between indigenous

and colonized peoples throughout the world as they resist colonization, dispossession, land
usurpation, language loss, humanghts violations, ethnic cleansing, and environmental
degradation and racism. One of the goals of this collection is to connect Palestinian struggles

with growing environmental movements for social justice, and another is to help provide
information that wil aid in the linking of anitolonial struggles by indigenous and oppressed

peoples located far away from one another. The text here begins with localMiMNost, flo

Razowski, introducing Coya, and ends with Hi#@&rnational organizer Sara Kershnaading

audience questions and acting as facilitator during the question and answer period that
followed.]

11.1 Introduction

flo: Welcome to the Twin City Stop of the Never Again for Anyone Tour, featuring Dr. Hajo
Meyer. This evening, Dr. Meyer will be joihby Coya White HaArtichoker. Coya was raised

on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota and is a proud enrolled member of the Rosebud
Sioux Tribe. She has been a part of an impressive amount of organizations and initiatives
including District 202, a qee youth center in Central Minneapolis, the National Youth
Advocacy Coalition, the Headwaters Fund Australia, the GLBT Host Home Program, and the
LYRAISy2dza 22YSyQa WIdzZAGAOS LyadGAadGdziSo /281 Az
Spirit First Natios Collective, which works towards building a stronger political presence for

¢g2 {LIANAKRG F2f1a 6AGKAY GKS blraGA2ylFf S5Alf23dzS
Coya, and we appreciate her joining us.

11.2 Solidarity Statement

Coya: Good eveng. Again, my name is Coya White {Aatichoker, | am Lakota from South
Dakota, an enrolled member of the Sicangu tribe, my tiospaye is aske. | am truly humbled and
honored to be here with you all here tonight. | am particularly honored to be here with. Haj
always feel like we can learn so much from our elders should we take the time to listen. | also
want to say that | am honored to be here with Osama Abu Irshaid as well. | want to thank the
local Twin Cities chapter of IJAN and American Muslims festitad- MN for inviting me to be

here.

| was thinking about what | wanted to say here tonight, and wanted to talk about why it felt

important for me to be here. | immediately thought of my friend Samer. He and | met over 10
years ago in Washington, DIChad never really paid much attention to Israel or Palestine at
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that point. | was fairly ignorant, except to believe that the Middle East was a violent place full of
terrorists, not fully understanding what that meant. | like to believe | try to paydredttention
now.

Samer was the first Palestinian | had ever met. | asked him about Palestine, | asked him his
perspective, and he talked with me about his family, their struggles. He talked about losing
their homes, their land, and becoming refugees @hdn immigrating to the US. His words
sounded awfully familiar to me. He began forwarding me emails from his family members. They
broke my heart as | read them.

| entered a period of being incredibly angry about not knowing how this could be happening

ayR L RARYQO 1y26d L fa2 NBYSYOSNI GKAY{AYyIdde
YSOSNI 12t R YS (KA&a® L RARYQU dzy RSNEGFYR® L &L
that process | began to understand that there were several paifiteverlap between their

struggle and mine.

Since that time, | have come to believe that the Palestinian struggle is an indigenous struggle
for sovereignty. It is also one of genocide. As a First Nations person, | believe | can call genocide
when | seeti

| work with a group called the Two Spirit First Nations Collective. We spend a lot of time talking
about the importance and meaning of sovereignty, and | want to give you the definition we use.
We define sovereignty as the inherent right to s#dftermine what happens to your land,
resources, and borders. As First Nations people in the United States, we are always involved in
struggles around sovereignty with the US government, as well as local, and state governments.
This stems from our Natieto-Nation status with the US government.

| bring this up because | see what is happening in Palestine as an indigenous struggle for
d20SNBATyGes +d GavySas S@Sy GKS NARIKG G2 SEAA
and removal of Palestinidives, homes, and communities as very similar to the destruction of
communities, lives, and removal of Native people from their traditional lands. | no longer see
terrorists there anymore; | see people resisting and fighting extinction.

| believe thatt & LIS2LX S Ay (GKS !'{ 6K2 YIS (KS&asS Oz2yy
Fo2dzi 6KIG A& KFLIWSYAYy3IsS Ay 2dz2NJ yIFYSa FyR gA
friend Ricardo Leviaslorales-- who | did not know was going to be here, so forgive me @ Y

wrong, Ricarda has taught me: we, have an obligation, as people not living under the constant

daily terror and stress of military occupation and quarantine to engage our communities,
friends, and comrades in conversations that create solidarity ®Rétestinian communities and

to find ways to create resistance to the occupation here.

That is why | am here; | see the Palestinian struggle as my own. | am committed to trying to
resist the occupation, broaden understanding, and to stand in solidatignever possible.
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Thank you for coming, | look forward to the conversation that will result from this night and
hopefully, we as a community can begin again to broaden the conversation, and help to frame
this struggle for resistance in a more just cextt Thank you.

(Applause)

11.3 Question and Answer Period

Sara: The first question is: what do you feel is requited KSG KSNJ A Qa gKIGQa
thf8aGAYSS 2NJ AGQA 6K (c®bringdreateddymbanty® Ay G(KS !y

Coya: | think e of the best ways to combat dehumanization is to really take on political
SRdzOF GA2y s (2 ljdzSaitArz2y 6KIFd 6SQ@S o6SSy (I dAK:
what is going on in the world, because | believe that it is our own ignorance that leads t
dehumanization, and | think that anytime you know someone or can make a personal
O2yySOiAzy G2 Fy2GKSNJ adiNdZA3tSE AdQa 3F2Ay3a G2
whatever that other struggle is; but | think the key to that is to realket on your own

SRdzOlF GA2y G2 dzyRSNARGIYR gKIGdQa NBFHffe 3I2Ay3a 2

Sara: What responsibility do the Palestinians have in creating a peace? Please do not give the
FyagSNY dab2yS>y AdQa NBIffte WSga woK286 KIFGS |
many times to create a peace. In addition, Palestinians have been a pawn to the rest of the

Arab world. Help me; | cannot believe that Israel is to be totally blamed for injustice.

Coya: Well, this is somebody currently living under occupation, andnatdeen for over five

hundred years. | think that there is a lot to be learned in looking at what has happened to
indigenous people here in the US. | think it is the best genocide plan ever created [that] started

here, and so | think that when | look@tK I 4§ Q&4 3J2Ay 3 2y Ay tIfSAGAYyS>
GKS gKAGS LIS2LXS tSI@S GKS ! {2 odzi fSGQa &4SS

(Applause)

Woman: In bringing it here to the United States, how do we best challenge mainsineala
and public school curriculum to not focus on religious extremists and not perpetuate the
colonial histories of the United States?

| 281Y 'Y L O0KAY]l Ay 3ISYSNIt 6KIFIG 6SQNB R2AY
and again, that | timk you have to be really intentional about learning and knowing and then

part of that is the flip side which is to act upon and also to engage your communities and the
LIS2LX S GKIG @&2dz K2fR Of2aS Ay GKSAS Qay ISNAEI
difficult because as a collective, when we take a stand on Palestine, we have had people say to

dza a2 @2dz2QNB 3I22R GAGK LIS2LX S o0f2¢6Ay 3 dzZL) o dza
of comments and dispel those kinds of myths and to say téagit y 204 21 & G2 Sl dz
NBaAadalyOS (2 GSNNBNARaAaYD® ¢K2aS Gg2 INB y2id GK
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(Applause)

Sara: Can the panel speak to the power of Christian Zionists and why Israeli leaders are
connected to them?

Coya: | just rel want to add that | also think there is a level of racism, of fundamentalism and

N} OAayYzZ GKFEGQa GASR dz2ld 6AGK (GKIG 0SSOl dzasS 6SQN
GKAGS wlyR6 YIFIES GFrt1{Ay3 Fo62dzi F oy20KSNB L2 Lz

! This text ighe result of combining a prepared transcript from Coya White-Mdthoker and the transcription
[made by Kennesaw State University student Robert Shoemaker] of video from the night the talk was delivered.
The combination of these texts was made by #ulitors to best reflect the spirit and detail of the talk given the
night of February 8, 2011 in the Twin Cities, on the Never Again for Anyone Tour, featuridigpaisti Holocaust
survivor Hajo Meyer, details of which can be seerh#ip://www.neveragainforanyone.com
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12. Take Action

Free Palestm
Stop™
the@"u
o e N

™ T d g

Tak e Action

Stop the Jewish National Fund.
Stop its greenwashing of apartheid.

E Sign onto the campaign call-to-action

E Plant-a-Tree in Palestine

E Ifin the United States, sign petition to IRS to investigate the JNF

E Download and circulate pamphlet, i Why environmental i s
should be concerned about the Jewi sh

E Organize a screening of documentary, "Enduring Roots: Over a

Century of Resistance to the Jewish National Fund (JNF),"
(Click here for 10-minute preview) and/or email us at
stopthejnfcampaign.us@gmail.com

For more information on the campaign or to get links for these action items, go to
www.stopthejnf.org
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http://www.stopthejnf.org/call-for-action/endorse-the-call-for-action/
http://www.mecaforpeace.org/projects/plant-tree-palestine
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sdRGP7FxSo5xlI2FSdjVxJfURA9w5xBeZ54EHK6gGTk/viewform?edit_requested=true
http://www.stopthejnf.org/download/stopthejnfcampaignenvironment/
http://www.stopthejnf.org/download/stopthejnfcampaignenvironment/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYBTyM3UGuI
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?InternationalJewishA/64603838f1/TEST/c6474f2b2a
http://www.stopthejnf.org/

Take Action

Plant -a-Tree In Palestlne

Please honor special

occasions, significant dates,
holidays, and loved ones by
planting a tree in Palestine.

The Plant-a-Tree in Palestine
project is a joint project of the
Middle EastChil dr en 6 s
Alliance, the Palestinian
Grassroots Anti-Apartheid Wall
Campaign (Stop the Wall), the
Palestinian Farmers Union,
and the International Jewish
Anti-Zionist Network.

The project is part of the Stop the JNF Campaign. It is not possible to
replace what is lost when people are displaced, land and a way of life is
destroyed, 1,000 year old olive trees uprooted. In Palestine scores of
2,000-year-old cities and historical sites are buried under JNF planted
forests and parks. Rebuilding and replanting are acts of daily resistance in
Palestine.

This project seeks to support the on-going struggle of Palestinians to
sustain and rebuild by providing resources for villages to plant trees that
are indigenous to Palestine's natural environment and agricultural life.

Over time, the project will expand to collect funds for gardens in schools,
playgrounds and community spaces that the JNF and State of Israel have
also attempted to destroy.

INTERNATIONAL

N JEWISH
M | -~ ANTI-ZIONIST

MIDDLE EAST CHILDREN'S ALLIANCE i
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http://www.mecaforpeace.org/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=17
http://www.mecaforpeace.org/
http://www.mecaforpeace.org/
http://stopthewall.org/
http://stopthewall.org/
http://stopthewall.org/
http://www.pafu.ps/
http://www.pafu.ps/
http://ijsn.net/
http://ijsn.net/
http://www.stopthejnf.org/index.html
http://www.pafu.ps/
http://stopthewall.org/
http://www.mecaforpeace.org/
http://www.ijsn.net/home/
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13. Afterword: The Jewish National Fund and the Contradictions of Zionism
Joel Kovel

The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is andeyou reside
in my land as foreigners and strangers. Throughout the land that you hold as a
possession, you must provide for the redemption of the ldreliticus 25: 224.

Our peat is Zionist peat. Our peat will not do damége.

The statement was ade by a Jewish National Fund hydrologist remonstrating with a Dutch
consultant who had warned that the peat in the ground could undermine an Israeli drainage
project of the 1950s. He could just as well have said that the peat, like the r&setf Yisrel,

KFR y20 FOljdANBR Ala KIFINYftSaaySaa FTNRY ylI Gdz2NB
struggle, as YHWH had demandedLiviticus the third book of the Torah. Significantly, he

could have said this without being at all religious. Nor would t@se been accidental or

random, for the Zionist project was a twofold rebellion of Jewish men and wesamgainst their
estrangement within Europe and the felt constraints of traditional Judaism. The ancestral faith

may have made sense during the long nighghettoized Judaism but was perceived by many

as a distinct fetter in the Brave New World to which Zionism aspired.

GWSRSYLIiA2yé¢ Aa 2yS 2F (GKz2asS il gravYaiew KI & K
into a secular context. It allows for a gpial impulse to have meaning and justification while

still staying in step with the march of progress. But there are complications, because the word
condenses into itself two complex layers of meaning that fit together much better in the mind

than in thereal world. To quote the dictionary, redemption can mean:

1 the action of saving or being saved from sin, error, or evil, a&add's plans for the
redemption of his worldor

1 the action of regaining or gaining possession of something in exchange foepgyon
clearing a debt.

Since when does gaining possession through payment of money (for example, using Rothschild
money to buy property from absentee Ottoman landlords in Palestine and driving out the
fellahin) save one from sin, error, or evil? Only ibvoking illusion, of a Godlike, pseudo
transcendent force supervising the process, submerging doubt and blame in a higher
absolutism. Only, that is, by importing the absolute of monotheism into a worldly domain. Only,
that is, under the conditions of alatry. This is no redemption, but the tyranny of religion
without its universality, indeed, precisely without redemptive powers.

The conquest of Palestine by Zionism entailed all of these processes. Its context was settler
colonialism, involving a sewedisplacement from a world familiar yet loathed to one strange

yet desired with utopian fervor. For European Jews immemoriallyoffutrom the land and
ONRPSGRSR Ayi(i2 dNBlIy aLl 0Sazx GKA& O2dzZ R 658 SELN
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of the object of desire the Promised Land. And so the redemption of nature became the way
of legitimating the transgressions of settleolonialism.

Hence a backo-nature impulse has been inherent in Zionism. It became a way for Jews to cast

off the ghetto whle envisioning the Holy Land as an actual land, to be seized and cultivated by
FTNBES WSgAaK 102N {(iS@BSy {OKgl NI aOKAtR KlFa ¢
G2 FLIWISKHE8 G2 GKS ¢gARSald O2y OSA QI offSab@A NOf Sz
BLARZYAAYZI Llzi A0 GKA& gle&yY alyR 6KSy> 2K YIy>X
82dz KIS NBOGdzNYySR (2 @2dNERSEFT X $KSy @&2dz KAR
GKS LI ad aiKS WSgAAaK LIS2 LI &urefahdampisé8dyvithihaity LI S G S
glfta GKS&% wnnn &SI NE®E

Of course, nature could prove difficult to tame, with deserts, mountains, and the like. But the
Zionists, the new and transformed Jews, believed they could conquer all and redeem all.
Actually, n¢ quite conquerand redeem all, once the symbolic order became extended, as the
RSYFYRa 2F NIOAAY NBIdZANBRT G2 GKS LIS2LX S Ay
20altl 0t Sa GKIG KFR 2 0SS Of SFINBR 2y ih19®A T TFA Odz
For these, conquest by force would have to become the main requirement, while redemption
became endlessly deferred through the installation of an Apartheid system and perpetual

ethnic cleansing.

As conquest through force and not just purchasedree the rule, it configured the language of

VI GdzZNEQad NBRSYLIIA2yd . & wmonnX a GKS Y2YSyl
DdzZNA 2y 3+ @S | FlY2dza &LISSOK G2 | 3AFIKSNAYy3a 2
require pioneering efforts thekes of which we have never known, for we must conquer and
FNHzZOGATFE GKS ¢glLadsS LXFOSax FyR 6S Ydzad LINBLL
conquer the sea and the desert, for these will provide us with room for new settlers and will

serve as a laboratorjor the development of new forms of economic and agricultural
SYRSIF@2NW»¢ Ly | $2NRX (0KS L5C KIFEIR FINNAGSR:I |y

Dreams require means of materialization, and even bureaucracies, if they are to take actual

form. Throughout the history from 190until the present, the Jewish National Fund has been

0KS YSRAFGAZ2Y 2F (KS &aevYoz2f A0 NBIAYS Ayildz GKSE
LIZNDOKF 4SS 2F YF{1Ay3 adaNE Ad Aa G2 0S KSfR Ay
desert blooni a4 ARS2f23& NBIJdZANBRET 2F LIXIFylGAy3d LAY
what used to be Palestinian villages, of keeping the adoring eyes of the Diaspora turned away
FNRY GKS Of SENAY3I Fgle 2F GKS t Iaf YSNaNT AL AS-EYT & NEBR
but certainly not least, a theme woven into all of the above, of making a goodly amount of
Y2ySeé Ay GKS R2Ay3Id ¢KS ALIANRG ol a dzyaStFozya
oS KIR (2 3ANIO6 a YdzZOBRDPEE 68® Ghdzdt R ' YR ONBI
It is a complicated tale, with twists and turns, intricate crossovers between the state and

private sector, many ecological subplots as to which trees get planted, which pesticides used,
which environmental faction would prevail, and how toover up the shenanigans,
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compromises, crises, and disasters as would attend so profoundly flawed and hypocritical a
venture. The articles of this collection have offered an excellent vantage on the unfolding of the
JNF and its fortunes and misfortuneghi up to the present day. Most importantly, they map

out a new and transformative moment and constitute an intervention in the struggle, in which,
after a century of Palestinian struggle, people of good will are coming to grips with the wrong
turn taken when the Zionists stumbled into modernity and built destructive institutions under
the guise of redemption.

! From Alon TaPollution in a Promised LaifBerkeley: University of California Press, 2002) p. 97. Though limited
o8 I o0lard aevYLI dkKe (261 NR Y%aoBnydf Eraekandiitt éndréanmeéntitela® e A & G KS
know of.

%|n Martin D. Yaffe, edJudaism and Environmental Ethjtanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2001) p. 276.

131



JNF eBook Vol. 4

I. Moshav Yishi: An Arabree Environment
JNFcomplicit real estate venture (webpage taken down 2010)

Moashiaw Thishi

The American Dream in Eretz Yisrael

Looking for the American Dream in Eretz Yisrael?

Are you interrested in a 2 acre housing lot in an orthodox community where streets are
closed on Shabbos? (2 acres = 12 tennis courts including the red area).

Do you want American neighbors and immediate access to Bet Shemesh and Ramat Bet
Shemesh schools, health and community services, clubs, recreation, and social activities?

Do you appreciate living within easy walking distance of a national forest, rolling
farmland, resevoirs, terrific views, and other places of natural beauty?

Would you like a private pool, tennis court, equestrian facilities, gardens, lawns, and
room enough to feel genuinely relaxed on your own property?

Does an Arab-free environment sound appealing? Yishi is miles inside the green line and
even further from the nearest Arab settlement.

.
.|
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L
L
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Moshav Yishi offers a lifestyle option available nowhere else in Israel: To be one of the
very lucky, very few, to enter the Promised Land... and actually get the Land! Whether
you delight in hobby aggriculture and the mitzvot of Eretz Yisrael or simply want the
feeling of expansiveness and freedom no city can offer, Yishi is a delightful place to be. As
more and more Americans move in, as more and more of Yishi is reinvigorated and
rebuilt, Yishi will become more and more delightful a community to call home.
Unfortunately it's not yet available for the whole nation, but for a fortunate few, "Yishi"
will be exactly that - "my Salvation". A place in Israel that comes as dreamed, no
Concessions, No compromise.

[via: Wayback Machine]
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[l. David Cameroig Second Letter
Open Letter: Criminal Activities of the Jewish National Fund (JNF)

David Cameron

10 Downing Street
London SW1A 2AA
15 May 2011

Dear Prime Minister,

Open Letter: Criminal Activities of the Jewish National Fund (JNF)

You have not respaled as promised to an earlier letter, which is reprinted for
reference in section 1V of the INF eBook Ve@h8w.|nfebook.ne).

Please find attached our twpage BRITISH PARK FACTSHEET. This provides an example
of war crimes committed against the Palestinian people in which the UK branch of the
JNF is complicit. The JNF continues to engage in crimes.

We remind you that you remain a patron of this organisation. We advise your
resignation as patron as a matter of ergy, in order that you are not further
implicated in legal proceedings relating to JNF crimes.

Sincerely,
Mortaza Sahibzada

On behalf of the Stop the JNF campaign
www.stopthejnf.org

13¢
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[ll. Philadelphia Protest gainst Jewish National Fund Poker Tournament

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 4, 2011

t KAf I RSEIIKAIYE tNRPGSAG WSHgAEK bl GA2yLFE Cdzy RQa

a2NB (KIly (g2 R21Sy 20t NBaARSyida 3IIFGKSNBR
Wednéi R @ S@SyAy3a F2NJ I y2iraeée LAOISE 2F GKS WS
. fF 01201 ¢2daNYyFYSyGaoé t NPOSSRa He;@orrsoreidrbﬁ Iy yd
LINEYAYSYild tKAfIFRSELKAF O2NLI2NI A2 ysiactivitigRkin T A NI &
S

AN} St ¢KS LINRPGSadSNAR 2Lk 0KS 2NBIFYATFGA2

Qx

As the poker players arrived at the restaurant on the corner of 15th and Chestnut Streets, they

were greeted by a vocal picket line denouncing theGJQa NRfS Ay GKS 2y 3a2A
tFftSatdAyAly @Attl3Sad /I NNEBAYy3I aAdya NBFRAy3
4G GKS wbCcQa adlddza a F OKFNRGE OGKIG LI ea
organization involved in etthnO Of S yaAy3 3ISta (G2 O2dzyd I a |
G221 LINI Ay GKS LINRPGISadd a2Keé INBE ! YSNAOIY
YAdaaArzy Aa G2 adzdi2 NI tlyﬁe I OljdzA aAGA2Y F2NJ 2
group,butL R2y Qi &dzLJLI2 NI g KI 0KS& R2 ®d¢

G¢KS WbC Aa Fd GKS KSINI 2F LANXStQa 2y3z2Aiy3
9f fA2G0 o6l G¢T SRSTE Iy2GKSNJ LIAO]TSGSN®D 4aC2N) 208
homes and villages. They @wp the destruction by planting forests over the ruins and calling

them parks. One village in the Negev desert has been leveled over a dozen times in the last year

G2 YI1S NR2Y FT2NJ I WbC F2NBalopé

Founded in 1901, the Jewish National Fund originallecttl money from Jews throughout

GKS g2NIR (G2 GNBRSSY (KS flyR 2F LaNI}ISté¢ o0& L
the State of Israel in 1948, the JNF has raised tens of millions of dollars for planting trees in
Israel, many of which are piged on the ruins of demolished Palestinian Arab villages. For
SEFYLX SY | FGSNI GKS LaNIStA | N¥yeQa cowichwasOl LI dzN
the town of Emmaus in Biblical timeshe population was forcibly expelled and the town was

bulld2 T SR® ¢KS WSgAAK bliGA2ylf CdzyRQa &/ FylFREF t}

The protesters said that much of the land controlled by the JNF was never actually purchased at
Fffd a! FOSNI mpny S GKS LaNI St A& RARsoQiitotkd @S G 2
WbC=é SELXIAYSR oliic¢i SRS1® d&! yRSNI LANF St A I ¢
Jewish National Fund then becomes available only to Jews forever. So while Israel claims to be a
democracy that respects equality and justice, actf more than 90 percent of its land is

Ayl O0OSaarotsS G2 tltSaldAyAaAlyas K2 YIF 1S dzLJ Y2N
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G¢KS WbC glyida (2 0SS (GK2dAKG 2F a Iy SYy@ANRY
non-native trees that actual K dzNII (G KS yIF Gdz2NF f SY@ANRYYSyi(izIé
believed the Jewish National Fund did good things. | hope some of the people who came to play
poker tonight will eventually understand that the JNF exists in order to maintain an apartheid
a2adsSYy Ay LaNYSt FyR tlftSadAaySosé

Some of the poker players seemed disturbed by the protest. A few stopped to argue, with a few
dzaAy3d SLAGKSGad hyS YIYy RSy2dzyOSR (KS LIAO1SGS
listen before entering the restaurd for an evening of festivities and high rolling.

Outside, the protesters distributed postcards explaining their action and continued their chant:
G5ANIE& Y2ySeés RANIE& RSFEAy3aAY tIfSaGdAyS Aa 6KI

13¢



IV. Ismail Zayid 70s Correspondence

Herscbom
. honoured by
Jewish fund

By HATTIE DENSMORE
Staff Reporter
* Peter Herschorn, of Halifax,
co-owner of the Lord Nelson
Hotel and well-known communi-
ly worker was honoured last
night by the Jewish National
Fund (JNF) at a Negev Tes-
timonial Dinner held at the
hotel. y
He becomes the 11th Haligo-
nian to be honored by the JNF,
the oldest institution in exis-
tence dedicated to the upbuild-
ing of the Jewish homeland.

Guest speaker was David
See HERSCHORN page 2

el b !
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 Herschorn honoured

(Continued from page oné)

Crombie, PC, newly elected MP
for Rosedale-Toronto, and for-
merly mayor of Tornoto.

Mr. Crombie told the close to
450 guests in attendance: “It is
infportant to choose wisely that
which you support, beacuse this
defines what you are."

He said *‘choosing the right
goodness to participate in,
makes you a more humane
person.”

‘*A person is identilied by
what they believe in, what they
belong to, and how they behave,
which is the real secret of
living.” :

He praised Mr. Herschorn for
support of his owe community in
Halifax, ‘‘the community of
Canada and the State of Israel.”

Mr. Herschorn was presented
with a plaque for hig community
service by his partner, Mitchell
Franklin, of Halifax and Saint
John, who was recently honored

_norChanom.

by the Canadian Council of
Christians and Jews. ;

Mr. Herschorn, a native of
Halifax, is past regional chairs.
man of the JNF in Canada. He
was instrumental in inaugurat®

B

ing the sale of Israel Bonds in ", &

Halifax, and served as chair
man of the Halifax-Israel bond |
campaign for a number of
years.

The State of Israel has oc-
cupied a very special place in his
life. He established the Martin

e

PETER HERSCHORN, of
Halifax, well-koown
“Maritime businessman and_

Sup r of the Jewish Na-
m.wuhnﬂn‘b’

tion at a Negev

. shown with Licutenant-
veroor Clarence Gosse,
&ft; Neil Franklin, of

“Halifax organizer of the din-
‘ser and Nova Scotia chair-

man of the fund, and Nathan
Seott, of Montreal, national
president of the fund. Mr.
’cmhon is the 11th Nova

Edward Herschorn Free Sti g . tian to be honored by 2
dent Loan Fund at the Technion .00y dinner in Halifax.
Institute. He set up a forestin (Wamboldt-Waterfield)
Canada Park, the 7,500 acre re- e Sl

crealion area between
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. Re- !
cently, he purchased a grove in ]
honar of his three grandchil-
dren, the children of his daugh-
ter Nancy and Menashe Cie-
plinski, of Mexico City.
Invocation was given by
Rabbi Leo Heim and the toast to
the Queen by Lieutenant Gover-

Greetings were giveh by Pre-
mier John Buchanan, Halifax
Mayor Edmund Morris and
Nathan Scott, of Montreal, na-
tional president of the JNF.

“The testimonial was organ-
ized by Neil Franklin and Mrs. |
Max Forman, both of Halifax. |

13€
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e

45 Birkdale Crescent
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3M 1H4

December 7, 1978

His Honour et )
The Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia
Dr. Clarence Gosse

Government House

1451 Barrington Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Siz,

Y i
T read with disappointment and surprise that Your:Honour
chose, unwittingly I am certain, to allow your good name to be
lent for the use of Zionist propaganda at the "Negev Testimonial
pinner”, where Mr. Herschorn was ihonoured” by the "Jewish Mational

Fund", (The Chronicle Herald, December 4, 1978). ;

One of the main acts for which Mr. Herschorn is “Aonoured"
was the setting up of a forest in “Canada Park"”. It might be of
intersest to Your Honour'to know that this. so-called "Canmada Park"
was set up by Canadian tax-deductible dollars on land stolen from
others and on the ruins of the villages of Emmaus, Yalu and geit
Nuba. Thkse three villages in the West Bank of the Jordan were
systematically' dynamited, and bulldozed by Israeli soldiers
Zfter the war of June 1967. The inhabitants of these villages,
inciuding myself and my family, were forcibly evicted from their
homes and villages which were erased from the face of the earth.
in clear violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention, to which our
Canadian Government is a signatory. Such acts have been universally
condemned as illegal and in violation of international law and
as manifestations of the most abhorent inhumanity and brutality.
Many of the inhabitants of these villages, over 12,000 people,
are rotting in refugee camps, while Mr. Herschorn and his Zionist '
friends erect playgrounds, on their land and the ruins of their
NOMES: eaeas s \ T

.3 =y
The "humanity" Mr. Crombie spoke of entails this callous
creation of recreation centres on the-rpins of other peoples’
homes, at the very site, in Emmaus, where once Jesus of Nazareth,
unrecognised by his disciples after His resurrection, broke
bread with them and blessed them so that "their eyes were opened
and they knew Him"“, ,
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